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Message from 
the Vice-Chancellor

Welcome to the summer edition of 

Lumen. As Australia commemorates the 

ANZAC Centenary – 100 years since the 

First World War – we refl ect on the impact 

of the war on the University and our staff 

and students. It was the most devastating 

war in human history, every town in 

Australia paid a price. At the University of 

Adelaide in 1919 every school and faculty 

began the academic year with painful 

gaps in its staff and student body, each 

marking a scholar who had not survived.

In this edition we acknowledge the 

contributions our students and staff made 

during the war, like Arts student Ellie 

Wemyss who composed a patriotic song 

to inspire the troops and our medical 

students who graduated early to enlist. 

The contribution the University makes 

today is also recognised through the work 

of esteemed professor Trevor Wilson AM, 

one of the world’s leading military historians, 

and graduate Kym Taylor who works in 

peacekeeping missions for the UN.

We also look at the infl uence and 

involvement University of Adelaide alumni 

have on other areas of the community like 

Dara Williams working in foreign affairs 

and Ashok Khurana whose education at the 

University has inspired him to establish a 

scholarship to help other Indian students 

achieve their dreams.

We have recently announced that 

the University of Adelaide’s Council has 

appointed Rear Admiral the Honourable 

Kevin Scarce AC CSC RAN (Rtd) as 

its 16th Chancellor commencing on 1 

December 2014. He will succeed the 

Honourable Robert Hill who retired from 

the position in July.

I trust you enjoy this issue of Lumen 

and share in my appreciation of our 

staff and graduates.  

Professor Warren Bebbington
Vice-Chancellor and President

Below: Roseworthy graduate 

Lt Colonel David Fulton (far right) with 

soldiers in Syria during World War I
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Corrections to Lumen Winter 2014 issue

Please note the following corrections which have 

been made in the online version:

p. 5 The item about Edith Emily Dornwell should 

read Australia’s fi rst female science graduate 

p. 12 Caption of Meredith Hooper photo at her 

graduation should read 1961 

p. 14 1967 milestone should read that John 

Jefferson Bray was Chancellor of the University 

p. 21 Dr Susan Coles should read H.E. Susan 

Coles or High Commissioner Susan Coles

Front cover image:

From left: David and Tamra 

Purton with their children Leah 

and Hannah and international 

student Kholiwe Mdluli. 

Read their story International  

students receive the full Adelaide 

experience on page 22 

(photo by Michael Mullan)
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Rallying for the Great 
The outbreak of the Great War marked an 
enormous upheaval for the University of 
Adelaide with its impact felt throughout the 
institution. As Australia commemorates the 
ANZAC Centenary – 100 years since World 
War I – Lumen refl ects on some of the 
extraordinary sacrifi ces made by University 
staff , students and graduates.

Once war had been declared in Europe the response from 

the University of Adelaide was immediate and emphatic. 

There was unreserved patriotism displayed towards 

the Empire with 14 staff and almost 500 students and 

graduates volunteering to serve in some capacity. Many 

enlisted immediately or the following year, including 

medical graduates and engineers and a disproportionately 

large number of Roseworthy students.

In late 1916 when University Registrar Charles Hodge 

sent out a memo asking families about the wellbeing of 

their loved ones, the response was huge. It transpired 

they had family members fi ghting across the Western 

Front, in Gallipoli and in many other battle zones.

Letters reveal the tragedy of war
A fascinating collection of letters from family members 

of soldiers fi ghting in the First World War provide a 

poignant and moving insight into the hopelessness 

and anguish felt by those left behind.

University of 

Adelaide Registrar 

Charles Hodge 

was sent several 

hundred letters 

after issuing 

a memo on 4 

December 1916 

inquiring about the wellbeing of staff and 

students on the frontline. The responses 

are now held in the University Archives.

Archives Offi cer Andrew Cook says they 

are important on several levels. “Most 

obviously there is the raw information 

about where students, staff and graduates 

fought – recurring names familiar in military 

history such as Pozières, the Somme, 

Ypres and Gallipoli,” says Andrew.

“The poignant phrase ‘somewhere in 

France’ can be found, often in inverted 

commas suggesting that it had already 

become a widely used expression.”

Inevitably there are reports of deaths 

and injuries among the men associated 

with the University. By December 1916, 

the toll was already 20 killed and 24 

wounded. This would increase to 61 

killed by the end of the war.

The tragedy of the confl ict is evident in 

many of the letters. 

The Reverend John Blacket of Norwood 

wrote about his son Captain John W. 

Blacket: “My boy was killed by a shell 

in the trenches when in charge of A 

Company who were being bombarded 

by the Germans on 4 July 1916.”

In the same letter Reverend Blacket 

reports that his other son, Lieutenant 

Joseph A. Blacket, had been injured in 

the trenches. He too would be killed, 

almost two years after his brother, in 

June 1918. Both sons studied Arts at 

Adelaide before the war.

“There is mention of a ‘nervous breakdown’ 

in another letter, a relatively new expression 

that suggests a growing awareness of the 

psychological damage that 

could be done by extended 

exposure to extreme 

violence,” says Andrew. 

There are also indications in 

the correspondence of the 

way South Australians 

were thinking about the 

war – the world view 

through which they were 

processing events and 

the way in which they 

were coming to terms 

with the mounting losses.

“But overall the dominant sense is 

of pride that sons or husbands were 

fi ghting for a worthy cause, namely the 

preservation of the British Empire as a 

just and civilising force in the world.”

To view more letters relating to the 

World War I military service of staff and 

students visit the University Archives blog 

at www.bit.ly/1sIww7T

Above: Lieutenant 

Joseph Blacket
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To ensure South Australians understood 

why the sacrifi ces were being made, 

University professors held lectures in 

Adelaide and country centres explaining 

the issues at stake. By working 

through vacations students were able 

to complete courses early to join the 

war effort and many concessions were 

granted to returned servicemen so they 

could fi nish their degrees, providing 

standards were maintained. When the 

war fi nally ended in November 1918, 61 

staff, students and graduates had been 

killed and many more were injured.

The University continues to remember 

those sacrifi ces made. Earlier this 

year Deputy Vice-Chancellor and 

Vice-President (Academic), Professor 

Pascale Quester, represented the 

University at the ANZAC  Day dawn 

service in Adelaide and Catherine 

Branson QC, University Council member 

and distinguished alumna, travelled 

to Gallipoli with her husband on an 

intercultural study tour.

Catherine, former President of the 

Australian Human Rights Commission, 

laid a wreath on behalf of the 

University at the Lone Pine 

Memorial and said of the 

occasion: “I felt privileged 

to be able, on behalf of 

the University, to honour 

those of our teachers and 

scholars who so tragically 

lost their lives on this 

beautiful peninsular - so 

far from those who loved 

and cared for them.”

War

Doctors for 
the frontline
Treating the wounded during World 

War I became a major challenge for 

the allied forces as the terrible injury 

toll mounted.

The University of Adelaide’s Faculty of 

Medicine responded to an urgent call 

for more doctors at the frontline by fast-

tracking its medical degree. The Defence 

Department issued an alert stating 

that 100 doctors were immediately 

wanted for the Royal Medical Service in 

addition to those urgently needed for the 

Australian Military Service.

To help meet the demand, medical 

students at Adelaide volunteered to 

continue their studies during vacation 

periods so that qualifying exams could 

be held two months earlier. Teachers in 

the Faculty of Medicine readily accepted 

the proposal and continued their lectures 

during the scheduled breaks.

Rotten luck
Clive Britten Burden was among the many medical 

graduates from Adelaide who had his studies 

accelerated so he could join the war effort – 

but he died in tragic circumstances.

After spending a month in the 

trenches in France he caught 

measles and was invalided to 

England. Still weak from illness, 

he was on day leave when 

he fainted in the underground 

and fell under a train. Both 

legs and his left arm were 

amputated in hospital.

Despite his injuries, Burden 

was still able to make light of 

the tragedy: “Is it not rotten 

luck that, after being for 

months in France, this silly 

thing should happen 

to me? I fainted and fell, 

because I felt weak and ill.”

Burden died a few days later 

on 8 May 1917 

and was buried 

with full military 

honours.

Left: MBBS 

graduates 1916. 

Clive Britten 

Burden top row, 

left (standing).

Above: Catherine 

Branson QC at Lone Pine

Below: soldiers in Egypt
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Rallying for the Great War

University library 
exhibition: 
Adelaide in 1914 
Experience a snapshot of life at the 

University and in Adelaide in the 

year that World War I was declared.

Visit the exhibition at Rare Books and 

Special Collections, Barr Smith Library 

(level 1), North Terrace campus until 31 

December 2014.

www.bit.ly/1uT8tHp

Champion 
of women’s 
health 
Mildred May George 

was among the many 

University of Adelaide 

medical graduates 

who supported the 

war effort, but she 

was the only female.

She was given the rank of 

captain and remained as a resident medical offi cer at 

the Royal Adelaide Hospital during the war. She later 

became a champion of women’s and children’s health 

and welfare before she was lost at sea after falling 

from a passenger ship near Madagascar in 1933, 

aged 45. Dr George is one of only a handful of women 

on the University’s Great War Roll of Service.

Targeting guns 
University of Adelaide Nobel Laureate William Lawrence 

Bragg had his groundbreaking research interrupted by war.

He put his enormous talent to work developing sound ranging 

methods to locate enemy guns. This was the most important 

development in artillery accuracy for the entire war and hastened 

victory in 1918. For his efforts during World War I he was awarded 

the Military Cross 

and appointed 

an Offi cer of the 

Order of the 

British Empire.

Right: WL Bragg 

seated third from left 

(photo source: W.H. 

Bragg and W.L. Bragg; 

the research records 

of John Jenkin)

Bravery on 
the battlefi eld
Rhodes Scholar Alan Wilson Morey 

typifi ed the bravery and heroics of 

University of Adelaide students who 

fought in the First World War.

Five Rhodes Scholars from the University 

took part in the confl ict and Lieutenant 

Morey was the only one to die after 

being severely wounded twice and 

volunteering to fi ght on after recovering. 

A brilliant medical student, he was badly 

wounded in the shoulder at the Battle of 

Loos and awarded the Military Cross.

During subsequent training as a pilot 

his aircraft crashed after failing in 

mid-air and he was so badly crippled 

he could only walk with the aid of two 

sticks. But that didn’t prevent him from 

volunteering to continue fl ying in France 

which later proved fatal. He died during 

combat when his wing was ripped off 

in a crash with a German aircraft the 

day before he was to be promoted to 

captain. He was aged just 24.

Victoria Cross 
Arthur Blackburn was the fi rst South 

Australian to be awarded the Victoria 

Cross, the Commonwealth’s highest 

bravery award, for his 

gallantry at the Battle 

of Pozières.

A law graduate, Blackburn 

fought in both world 

wars reaching the rank 

of brigadier. He won 

multiple awards in military 

and civilian life and was 

made a Commander of 

the Order of the British 

Empire in 1946.

Left: Alan Wilson Morey 

(standing far left), Arthur 

Blackburn (seated far left) 

University lacrosse team, 1912
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Memorial to the fallen 
The University launched a 

community-wide appeal for funds to 

complete a Student Union complex 

incorporating a Memorial Cloisters 

in 1927 following a government 

grant of a strip of land and Sir 

Josiah Symon’s 10,000 pound gift 

for a Women’s Union Building.

Members of the University community 

subscribed generously and the Cloisters 

was soon constructed as a permanent 

monument together with the sombre 

Roll of Honour in the Mitchell 

Building to those who were 

killed in the First World War.

Above: architect’s sketch of the Cloisters

Roseworthy takes up the fi ght 
Students and graduates from 

Roseworthy College made a huge 

contribution to the Great War with 

enlistment fi gures more than double 

the national average.

By the end of the war 228 had volunteered 

out of a total student body of 300. That’s 

an enlistment rate 

of about 84 per 

cent compared to 

the 38.7 per cent 

national fi gure. 

Tragically, 39 of 

the Roseworthy 

soldiers died 

– which was 

also above the 

national average.

Since 2012 Richard Turnbull, 

former President of the 

Roseworthy Old Collegians 

Association (ROCA), has 

been leading a research 

project into the College’s 

involvement with the aim of 

producing short biographies 

on all 228 Roseworthians. It’s the 

next stage in a project started nearly 

100 years ago when ROCA compiled 

the names of the students for a large 

wooden honour roll which still hangs in 

the foyer of Roseworthy Hall.

Just before the end of the war the Tassie 

family also paid tribute to the College 

war effort. They paid for a memorial 

library to be built at Roseworthy in 

honour of their son John who was 

killed on Anzac Day 1918 in 

the battle for Villers-Bretonneux. After 

the Second World War ROCA raised 

funds for a memorial chapel which 

opened in 1957 with a bronze and brass 

honour roll listing all collegians enlisted 

during the Boer War and two world wars.

Left: John Tassie

Above: Roseworthy Agricultural College students 1911-

12, many of this group were casualties of the war

Arise! Australia’s Army! 
University of Adelaide arts student Ellie Wemyss used 

her skills as a poet and songwriter to whip up patriotic 

support and national pride in Australia.

Ellie had been so short-sighted 

that her parents thought her 

impossible to educate until she 

began to teach herself to read 

from the large letters on a metal 

travelling trunk. She went on to 

spend many years at university 

and graduated with a BA in 

1921 and an MA in 1924.

Among her works during the First 

World War was a song titled Arise! 

Australia’s Army! with music by 

F. Myers-Shearer:

Arise! Australia’s Army!

In all your youthful might

Train to defend your country,

And fi t yourselves to fi ght

For home, and for your dear ones,

And for Australia great

Ye citizens of Empire,

Of Commonwealth, and State!

Arise! Australia’s Army!

And fi t yourselves to fi ght

For God, for home and country

For freedom, truth and right!

The song was published on 

postcards in 1912, with part 

proceeds from their sale 

going to Red Cross and 

patriotic funds. 

In the same year Ellie 

founded the Girl Guides 

movement in South 

Australia and was 

honorary state secretary 

during World War I.

Left: Ellie Wemyss, 

seated on ground, centre.

(source: State Library of 

South Australia B68445)
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old Andrée Raquet. By the end of the 

week he had pledged his love for the 

young French girl and promised to return 

when the war was over. 

Fortunately, Jack survived and made it 

back to Andrée and they were married in 

France in 1921.

“Grand-mère didn’t talk to us about 

when she met Grand-père, but it was 

always obvious that they were madly in 

love,” said Eleanor.

After the wedding Jack and Andrée 

travelled to England where Jack undertook 

specialist training in gynaecology and 

obstetrics. Following the birth of their son 

Roland – Eleanor’s father – Jack brought 

his family home to Australia. 

“Things were so different for Grand-

mère in Australia and it was hard for her at 

the start, but she stayed in touch with her 

family and in the 1950s she, Grand-père 

and my father went back to France to 

visit,” Eleanor said.

Jack died in 1975 following a prolonged 

battle with Parkinson’s disease and his 

beloved Andrée passed away in 1993 

aged 93.

But the family’s long connection with the 

University still continues today.

Eleanor’s father Roland followed in his 

father’s footsteps, studying medicine 

at Adelaide before becoming a medical 

offi cer in prisoner-of-war camps in post-war 

Japan. He later became a gynaecologist. 

In 2010 Roland died, aged 86.

Eleanor started at Adelaide as a medical 

student before transferring to a Bachelor 

of Arts degree. 

Following her graduation in 1985 

Eleanor went to Switzerland where she 

worked as an au pair before joining the 

United Nations in Geneva. 

Eleanor’s brother John also studied 

medicine at the University, graduating in 

1978. He fi rst worked in primary health 

care and is now the Director of the Ageing 

and Life Course Programme for the World 

Health Organization in Geneva.

Eleanor returned to the University to 

study a PhD in Creative Writing in 2013, 

a decision spurred on by her desire to 

E
leanor Ahern is writing one such 

story for her PhD thesis in Creative 

Writing at the University of Adelaide 

– a story that began in 1916 near the 

battlefi elds of the Somme in France. 

It’s a tale of a young doctor fresh out 

of university who survived some of the 

war’s bloodiest battles to be the longest 

standing medical offi cer of his battalion. 

He returned home with the Military Cross 

and a French bride.

Major ‘Jack’ Roland Stanley Grose 

Beard was Eleanor’s grandfather and 

she is writing a novel inspired by his 

experiences at war and the love that 

kept him alive.

Jack studied medicine at the University 

of Adelaide from 1910 to 1914. Following 

his graduation in 1915 he spent a short 

time working in the Royal Adelaide 

Hospital before applying for a commission 

to join the Australian Army Medical Corps. 

He was headed for his fi rst posting at a 

hospital in Cairo when the boat was diverted 

to Gallipoli. However, he never made it 

that far after suffering an infl amed gall 

bladder which required surgery in London.

Following his recovery Jack rejoined the 

troops for training in the Middle East and 

in July 1916 he arrived at Fromelles to 

be part of the fi rst major battle fought by 

Australian troops on the Western Front. 

The confl ict resulted in the 5th Australian 

Division suffering 5,533 casualties. 

In the following years Jack worked 

behind the frontlines, tending to the dying 

and wounded amid the carnage of battle.

Then romance blossomed. Jack was 

on his way to the Somme when he was 

billeted at the family chateau of 16-year-

The Great War was a terrible confl ict marked by 
enormous tragedy and loss. But it was also the 
source of wartime romance and enduring love.

write a story inspired by Jack and Andrée 

before it was too late. 

“I started researching their story and 

realised the University would be a fantastic 

environment in which to work on such a 

project,” said Eleanor. Her supervisors are 

Professor Brian Castro and Dr Phil Butterss.

Eleanor hopes to complete her PhD 

in 2016. Her research has been aided 

by a fi eld trip to France where she spent 

time in the family village and at various 

locations where her grandfather travelled 

during the war. 

“It has been a wonderful experience 

learning about my grandparents,” 

says Eleanor.

Eleanor’s daughter Katharine is now 

also at the University studying her second 

year of a Bachelor of Arts majoring in 

Creative Writing.

“I love the fact that my mother is here 

studying with me,” said Katharine. “I have 

been hearing about the story of my great-

grandparents my whole life and it means a 

lot to our family that someone writes it.” 

Above: Katharine and Eleanor Ahern 

(photo by Michael Mullan)

Left: engagement photo of Jack Beard 

and Andrée Raquet, 1921  I have been hearing 

about the story of my 

great-grandparents my 

whole life and it means a 

lot to our family that 

someone writes it.  
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Emeritus Professor Trevor Wilson AM is a world authority on the 
history of the Great War and an inspiration for many students at the 
University of Adelaide. One of his former students, Visiting Research 
Fellow Professor Robin Prior, provided this account of the close bond 
that developed between the two historians. 

Emeritus Professor Trevor Wilson AM 

A genius in 
Great War studies: 
a personal account

8   Lumen | Summer 2015
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We immediately changed our application 

from one for $6,000 dollars for photocopying 

to one for $120,000 for me. It worked and in 1983 I 

started on a joint enterprise with Trevor which resulted 

in the book Command on the Western Front: The 

Military Career of Sir Henry Rawlinson.

Our original thesis, Rawlinson as unsung hero, soon 

morphed into Rawlinson as buffoon, but it was a successful 

book which encouraged scholars to look at warfare on 

the Western Front in a more technological way.

Trevor and I were to write three more books 

together – two on particular battles (the Somme and 

Passchendaele) and a general short history of the war. We 

were often asked how joint authorship worked, especially 

when one of the authors was in Canberra (I eventually 

got an academic post) and the other in Adelaide.

There is no great mystery here. Draft chapters were 

written by one or the other of us and we would then 

get together. The chapter would be read out loud and 

criticisms and amendments would be made as we went.

Trevor tended to draft the political chapters and I 

would concentrate on the more technical aspects of the 

fi ghting. The chapters went through so many revisions 

that in the end they were joint productions and better 

books perhaps than we could have written on our own. 

It is fi tting in the 100th anniversary year of the 

outbreak of the First World War that we acknowledge 

that it was Trevor who pioneered Great War studies at 

this university and created for it a worldwide reputation.

My own debt to him is obvious but there were a raft 

of students who fi rst became interested in the war as 

a result of reading his books or taking his courses and 

these were not just students based in Adelaide but 

scattered all over the world.

It is not given to many to create a fi eld of historical 

enquiry. We should celebrate the fact that in Great War 

studies it happened at Adelaide and that one of ours, 

Trevor Wilson, was its presiding genius. 

Professor Robin Prior

 I fi rst met Trevor in March 1966 

after I had enrolled to study history, 

my special subject being 20th century 

British history. Trevor was my tutor.

He had recently published The Downfall of the Liberal 

Party and I offered to send him reviews from the public 

library where I was working.

This was a dangerous enterprise because few authors 

like to be informed by third parties that their book has 

just been canned. Fortunately this never occurred and I 

was able to pass on one good review after another.

It was widely known that he was writing an 

enormous book on the Great War. This was proceeding 

through the 1970s when I was ready to embark on a 

doctoral dissertation.

I went to see Trevor and we kicked around several 

subjects, and he hit on a critique of Winston Churchill’s 

history of the First World War, The World Crisis. This 

was to develop into the longest book review and ran 

to two volumes as the University had no word limits 

on a thesis at that time (I have heard that they were 

introduced shortly afterwards.)

Because Churchill’s work encompassed almost all 

aspects of British activity in the war, and Trevor was 

writing a general history, our work often overlapped and 

we could help each other. It must be said that most of 

the help came my way, although I could provide the 

occasional shard of information for him.

As the years went by it became clear to me that 

Trevor was writing a history of the Great War like no 

other. He was not only dealing with the main military 

campaigns, but he was also looking at the role of 

labour, the part played by women, the politics of the 

war, war production and a myriad other facets of the 

confl ict. This eventually provided a title for the book 

– The Myriad Faces of War – which was published in 

1986 to enthusiastic reviews.

It is a paean to liberal democracy at war, to a society 

that remained relatively decent, though prosecuting 

the most deadly war in its history. Trevor’s liberal values 

shine through the book as does his conviction that 

Britain had to emerge on the winning side if Europe was 

to undergo further democratisation.

Before publication of the book, our paths had diverted 

because there were few academic jobs in the early 1980s. 

I was working in the parliamentary library, writing 

speeches for backbenchers when Trevor came up with 

an idea of editing a general’s diary of the Great War.

We were to apply to a strange body called the ARC 

and as I read the instructions I discovered there were 

fellowships that would pay a salary for three years.

About the author 
Professor Robin Prior is a University of Adelaide 

Visiting Research Fellow in the School of History 

and Politics and graduate of the University (BA 

(Hons) 1975, PhD 1979). He is one of the leading 

authorities, nationally and internationally, on the 

history of warfare and is widely esteemed on the 

world stage for his contribution in clarifying the 

essential problems and failed endeavours of major 

battles of the First World War. His recent work on 

Gallipoli contributes to a deeper understanding of 

war and society. His publications include Gallipoli: 

The End of the Myth (2009), The Somme (2005, with 

Trevor Wilson) and The First World War (1999).
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The risks and rewards of wor

K
ym Taylor is used to surviving in 

diffi cult conditions while facing the 

fear of being kidnapped. She’s 

also worked and lived under the threat of 

heavy shelling while rockets fl y overhead.

The role is a world away from Kym’s 

early life in the Riverland and student days 

at the University of Adelaide where she 

graduated with a Bachelors of Arts and 

Law with Honours in 2000.

Since joining the UN in 2005 Kym has 

worked at its headquarters in New York 

and been assigned to roles in Darfur, 

Sudan for two years and most recently 

Libya. They are two of Africa’s most 

volatile and diffi cult regions.

Despite the dangers, Kym says the 

rewards of working in such places are huge.

“Getting to know local people, their 

customs and traditions, makes you feel 

like the world is opening up in front of 

you,” says Kym.

“Darfurians are renowned for their 

hospitality and honesty. You feel very 

humble working with people who suffer 

from confl ict and are just trying to survive, 

and raise and educate their children.

“I quickly came to appreciate how lucky 

I was to come from Australia and grow up 

somewhere like Adelaide.”

Kym credits her experiences at the 

University for triggering her interest in 

broader human and legal rights issues.

She became closely involved in student 

life, fi rst in the debating club and then in 

student politics, serving as President of the 

Students’ Association, as a board member 

of the student union and also as a student 

representative on University Council.

“The University of Adelaide didn’t 

just provide me with a degree, it 

provided me with a much more rounded 

education,” says Kym.

“When I was a student I fought for the 

right to an accessible education but I 

did not truly appreciate that it is in itself 

a great privilege and something many 

people in the world do not have.

“So just being able to attend a university, 

let alone a very good one like Adelaide, 

hugely shaped my life and career.”

After graduating from the University 

Kym joined Wallmans Lawyers practicing 

in commercial law and was offered a 

Chevening Scholarship at Cambridge 

University to study her Masters of 

Law, focusing on human rights and 

international law. 

Life as a United Nations peacekeeper working in some of the world’s most 
volatile confl ict zones can be tough, confronting and often dangerous.

Left: Kym meeting with a local council member 

in Ghat, on the border of Libya and Algeria

Right: Kym with local children in Ghat

10   Lumen | Summer 2015

story by Ian Williams



king in war zones

Main image: in the desert near the border of 

Libya and Algeria 

Above: Kym attended an ANZAC Day dawn 

service at the Commonwealth Cemetery in Tripoli

Because of heavy fi ghting in Tripoli, the 

UN mission was evacuated to Tunisia in 

July where the humanitarian program is 

now being coordinated.

Risk is an every day part of the job, but 

Kym tries not to worry. Her response to a 

diffi cult situation is to try and stay calm.

It’s an approach that worked well in 

Darfur and Libya which posed quite different 

yet equally confronting challenges.

“The living conditions in Darfur were 

very tough,” says Kym. “I slept outside 

under a mosquito net most nights 

because it was too hot inside as there was 

rarely electricity to run the air conditioners. 

“I was sick a lot of the time from 

stomach bugs and infections, I showered 

out of a bucket, and I lived with the risk of 

being car jacked or kidnapped.”

Libya was a different sort of challenge, 

living and working in the same UN 

She then interned with the International 

Law Commission in Geneva and was a 

political advisor on human rights and 

international law to the Australian Attorney-

General. Before joining the United Nations, 

she was also an attaché in the Australian 

Permanent Mission to the UN.

While winning a position in the UN 

is very competitive, the opportunities 

are signifi cant for people who are 

really committed.

“Students who want to do this sort 

of work need to choose the relevant 

subjects, get involved in groups on 

campus and volunteer organisations, 

and build their personal knowledge and 

network of contacts.”

Since last year Kym has been a 

Special Assistant with the United Nations 

Support Mission in Libya working with a 

range of UN agencies.

compound, travelling in armoured 

vehicles and adhering to strict curfews.

The quality of living was much higher 

but Kym faced the threat of heavy shelling 

and rockets fl ying over the compound.

Despite the risks, she says it’s amazing 

how normal life can be. Day-to-day living 

goes on, albeit with lots of rules and 

procedures to follow.

“You need to be very security 

conscious, but for me the risks are 

outweighed by the opportunities and 

satisfaction of my work,” she says.

“I’m grateful to have had the opportunity 

to work in very different countries and 

cultures because I’ve seen for myself that 

while religion and politics can be very 

different, fundamentally people are not.

“Most people want the same 

things – to live in peace and provide 

for their families.” 
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F
our generations of the Daniell/Crisp/

Mattner families have attended the 

University since Edward Mattner 

enrolled to study arts, science and 

education before enlisting in World War I 

and serving on the Western Front.

In the intervening century, more than 20 

extended family members have walked 

across the graduation dais in Bonython 

Hall to receive their degree parchments.

In fi elds as diverse as engineering, 

arts, science, agriculture, medicine and 

maths, the family has left an indelible 

mark on the world.

They include a Rhodes Scholar (Finlay 

Crisp in 1938) and Australia’s only siblings 

to win the country’s most prestigious 

postgraduate prize, the John Monash 

Scholarship (Katherine and James Daniell).

The latter’s parents, Trevor and Anne 

Daniell (engineering and arts graduates 

respectively), say their family owes much 

to the University.

“Four generations of our family have 

studied here and the education they have 

received has given them the confi dence and 

skills to go out into the world and achieve 

in their respective fi elds,” Anne said.

“Obviously, an academic qualifi cation 

from Adelaide has given us the best 

start in life, but the benefi ts go far 

beyond that. The whole experience of 

university life here, including our family’s 

involvement in numerous sporting, 

music, language and other clubs, has 

enriched our lives enormously.”

Associate Professor Trevor Daniell, a 

water resources expert in the School of Civil, 

Environmental and Mining Engineering, said 

his experience as an undergraduate student 

laid the foundation for a fulfi lling life.

“Through sport at the University I met 

a huge cross section of people who have 

become friends for life. The leadership 

skills developed through my association 

with different clubs and associations has 

served me – and my children – extremely 

well in all aspects of our lives,” he said.

Anne’s uncle, Finlay Crisp, helped 

establish the National Union of Australian 

University Students, the forerunner to the 

Australian Union of Students (AUS).

The 1938 Rhodes Scholar 

became Director General of Postwar 

Reconstruction and later in his life served 

as Chair of the Commonwealth Bank.

Edward Mattner MC DCM MM became 

one of Australia’s most highly decorated 

soldiers in the First World War and 

later entered federal politics, becoming 

President of the Senate.

Fast forward three generations to 

Katherine Daniell and her brother James, 

who are both University Medallists. 

The two, who followed in their father’s 

footsteps and studied Civil Engineering, 

have benefi tted from University of Adelaide 

scholarships which enabled them to study 

part of their degrees abroad.

“The exposure to other cultures and 

countries was possible because of the 

University and it has given them a much 

broader life experience than otherwise 

would be possible,” Trevor said.

“Their immersion in all aspects of 

university life, including studying a 

language and befriending many foreign 

students, also played a major role in 

helping them win the John Monash 

Award – Australia’s equivalent to the 

Rhodes Scholarship.”

Katherine, graduate in Civil Engineering 

and Arts, has a joint Doctorate from 

AgroParisTech and the Australian National 

University, and is now a Fellow at ANU’s 

Centre for European Studies. She has 

worked in France, Australia, Bulgaria 

and the Pacifi c on projects related 

to water governance, sustainable 

development, and international science 

and technology cooperation.

James graduated from the University 

with a Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) 

and Bachelor of Science, and went on to 

gain a Master of Science in earthquake 

engineering and engineering seismology 

from the Universities of Grenoble and 

Pavia and a Doctor of Engineering summa 

cum laude from the Karlsruhe Institute of 

Technology in Germany. He has formed 

his own consulting company for modelling 

risk from natural disasters. 

This year marks the 100th anniversary 

of the Daniell/Crisp/Mattner clan’s 

connection to the University.

“It’s a wonderful milestone and it makes 

me feel proud to have been a part of its 

history,” Trevor said. 

Inset: The Daniell family. Three generations: 

James and Katherine Daniell, Trevor and Anne 

(nee Crisp) Daniell and Margaret (nee Mattner) Crisp

Right: Anne and Trevor Daniell

Daniell clan celebrate a 
century of connection

The impact of a University of Adelaide education has 
spread far and wide for one Adelaide family whose 
connection goes back 100 years.

  Four generations of 

our family have studied 

here and the education 

they have received has 

given them the confi dence 

and skills to go out into the 

world and achieve in their 

respective fi elds.  
Anne Daniell
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Two exchange scholarships to study in Japan proved 
invaluable for Dara Williams later in her career in foreign aff airs.

Carving a career in 
foreign affairs

G
raduating from the University of 

Adelaide in economics and law 

in the 1990s, Dara went on to 

become the Minister-Counsellor (Political) 

at the Australian Embassy in Tokyo. 

She oversees the Embassy’s political, 

strategic and public affairs work and is 

also involved in the establishment of the 

New Colombo Plan (NCP) in Japan.

Dara is especially grateful to her 

University of Adelaide Japanese language 

teacher for helping launch her international 

career. It was Dr Shoko Yoneyama who 

encouraged her to apply for the Japanese 

exchange scholarships which led her to 

study at the Osaka International Women’s 

University and prestigious Keio University.

Twenty years on, Dara has reconnected 

with her mentor.

“After I was posted to Tokyo with the 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

in 2012, I contacted Shoko to share the 

news that I would have the chance to use 

my Japanese language professionally,” 

she said.

“I wanted her to know that her support 

all those years before had a direct and 

positive impact.”

Shoko, who has been working for the 

University for 25 years, is Convenor of 

the Gateway Japan Study Tour which 

constitutes the largest group of students 

in the country funded by the NCP’s fi rst 

tranche in 2014.

When Shoko discovered that Dara 

had been involved in helping embed the 

NCP pilot in Japan, she asked Dara to 

represent the Australian Embassy at the 

program’s opening ceremony.

“Dara is a wonderful example of 

the benefi t of the overseas exchange 

experience, I thought it would be great 

if she could come to the opening of the 

Gateway Japan Study Tour at Tottori 

University in regional Japan, representing 

the Australian Government, and to talk 

with our undergraduates,” said Shoko.

Dara has a strong family connection 

with the University of Adelaide through 

her grandfather George Sved, AM, 

an Associate Professor in the Faculty 

of Engineering who was awarded an 

honorary doctorate. He taught at the 

University from 1950 to 1975 and 

continued to provide academic assistance 

as an Honorary Visiting Research Fellow 

until his death in 1994.

During her studies at Adelaide, Dara’s 

scholarship success also enabled her to 

study for a year at Philipps-Universität in 

Marburg, Germany.

She completed a Graduate Certifi cate 

in Legal Practice at the University of South 

Australia before joining the Department of 

Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) Graduate 

Trainee program. She later received a 
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Master of Arts (Foreign Affairs and Trade) 

from Monash University. 

In her 17 years with DFAT, Dara has 

worked across a wide range of areas, 

including participation in a short-term 

mission as a civilian monitor in the 

Bougainville Peace Monitoring Group in 

the late 1990s, a three-year posting to 

Geneva at the Australian mission to the 

World Trade Organisation and various 

roles in Canberra.

“The opportunities to study overseas 

– both as a Japanese language student 

and through the Adelaide Law School’s 

partnerships with foreign universities – 

played an important role in gaining skills 

and experience relevant to a career in 

DFAT,” said Dara. 

“The diverse experience was good 

training for DFAT, where staff need to apply 

their skills and knowledge fl exibly across a 

wide range of different work areas.

“While it’s not necessary 

to have a language, a higher 

degree or overseas work 

or study experience – DFAT 

graduates come from a 

variety of study backgrounds 

– these are viewed favourably.”

Dara encourages 

students to actively seek out 

opportunities for international 

study and says the offerings 

under the NCP are ideal. 

There are very strong 

university links between 

Australia and Japan, which 

has been a very popular 

destination during the pilot 

year of the NCP.

Eleven Australian students have been 

awarded an NCP scholarship for Japan 

and during the pilot about 450 students 

are undertaking study abroad programs. 

The students are from a wide range of 

disciplines including language, culture, 

international relations, politics, science, 

education, health and business. 

A considerable focus of Dara’s NCP-

related work has been to reach out 

to Japanese companies and other 

organisations to create internship and 

mentorship opportunities. Liaison with 

Japanese offi cials on NCP implementation 

has been another element of her work.

“The diversity of my work is brilliant,” 

said Dara. “In a typical week at the Tokyo 

Embassy, I will be meeting offi cials from 

the Japanese government, talking to 

Japanese parliamentarians, engaging with 

visiting Australian offi cials here to conduct 

a range of business, perhaps opening an 

art exhibition and chatting to NCP students.

“I feel privileged to have the opportunity 

to live and work overseas, and to be able 

to offer the experience of immersion in a 

foreign culture to my family.” 

Above: Dara and Dr Shoko Yoneyama

Left: Dara Williams in the grounds of 

the Australian Embassy in Tokyo

  I feel privileged to have 

the opportunity to live and 

work overseas, and to be 

able to off er the experience 

of immersion in a foreign 

culture to my family.  

New Colombo Plan provides 
global opportunities

The University of Adelaide’s strong international focus has 

helped it secure signifi cant involvement in the Federal 

Government’s signature New Colombo Plan (NCP).

During the start-up pilot phase, Adelaide attracted 

$287,000 for international study programs in the Indo-

Pacifi c and our students have also won key scholarships.

The $100 million fl agship program offi cially began in 

2014 and is designed to forge closer ties with the region 

through increased overseas study and internships. More 

than 100 University students received a grant of up to 

$3,000 and three students were awarded scholarships 

to Japan, Hong Kong and Singapore. 

The NCP aims to lift knowledge of the region in 

Australia, build leadership skills, and foster people-to 

people and institutional relationships. The Australian 

Government wants to see study in the Indo Pacifi c 

become a rite of passage for Australian undergraduate 

students and an endeavour that is highly valued across 

the Australian community. 

More information is available at www.dfat.gov.au/new-colombo-plan/
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A pioneer of craniofacial surgery

P
rofessor David David AC is an 

international leader in craniofacial 

surgery who has transformed 

the lives of thousands of people 

across the Asia Pacifi c region.

He graduated with a medical degree 

from the University of Adelaide in 1966 

and continued his medical studies 

in the UK before completing his 

doctorate at the University in 1998. 

But it was those early days during 

his medical degree that inspired 

David’s future career.

“The University was the leading 

medical school with wonderful 

teachers, particularly the Professor 

of Surgery, Professor Jepson,” 

he said. “We had access to a 

fi ne body of academics who 

participated widely in university 

and community life.” 

His fellow students also had 

a lasting impact. “It was 

at university that I fi rst met 

students from Malaysia and 

Indonesia,” David said. “This 

led to life-long friendships and 

inspired my interest and work 

in craniofacial surgery.”

For more than 30 years David has 

been committed to craniofacial 

surgery, a type of plastic surgery that 

deals with malformations of the skull.

He established the Australian Cranio 

Maxillo Facial Foundation, the Asian 

Pacifi c Craniofacial Association and 

the Australian and New Zealand 

Society of Craniofacial Surgeons.

He has also worked extensively in 

Asia, offering complex craniofacial 

surgery to children from poorly 

resourced areas and educating 

medical teams in Indonesia and 

Malaysia. In recognition of his work, 

David was awarded the Companion 

of the Order of Australia (AC) in 1988 

and was named South Australian of 

the Decade in 1990. 

  Th e University was the leading 

medical school with wonderful 

teachers, particularly the Professor 

of Surgery, Professor Jepson. 
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Celebrating our 
high achievers
Every year the University of Adelaide celebrates the outstanding contributions made by our alumni 

in their specialist fi elds. This year Distinguished Alumni Awards went to four people who have all 

tasted international success in their chosen careers – Professor David David, Philip Laffer, Frances 

Adamson and Philip Wollen.

Distinguished Alumni Award



City highfl yer opts for humanitarian causes

Creating a global wine brand

J
acob’s Creek is famous around the world as 

one of Australia’s biggest-selling wine brands. 

A key fi gure behind its success is Philip Laffer, 

a University of Adelaide graduate and a living legend 

of the Australian wine industry.

A grandson of vineyard owners and the son of an 

agricultural scientist, Philip spent his early years surrounded 

by the industry. At 16 he decided his future lay in 

winemaking and followed his father in studying agricultural 

sciences at Roseworthy College. In 1961 he obtained 

a Diploma of Agriculture, followed two years later by a 

Diploma in Oenology. 

“Studying at Roseworthy was the start of something 

terrifi c,” Philip said. “I met the most remarkable people and 

even after more than 50 years I still have many close friends 

– the friendships I made have truly lasted the test of time.”

The qualifi cations he received from the college provided an 

entry into the industry and he was soon Chief Winemaker 

at Lindeman’s where he worked for 27 years. Then in 1990 

he joined Orlando and helped transform the Jacob’s Creek 

brand into a worldwide success.

Today Philip is considered a visionary among his peers 

and an inspiration for a new generation of winemakers. 

He was named Winemaker of the Year in 2002, awarded 

Roseworthy Old Collegian Association’s highest honour, 

the ROCA Award of Merit in 2003, and the Maurice 

O’Shea Award in 2010. 

W
hen Philip Wollen OAM graduated 

from the University of Adelaide in 

1977 he never imagined where his 

economics degree would eventually lead. 

Success came early and by the age of only 34 

he was Vice-President of Citibank and General 

Manager of Citicorp. Australian Business 

Magazine named him one of the top 40 brightest 

and best headhunted executives in Australia.

But traveling internationally, he witnessed 

suffering, cruelty and environmental 

destruction. So he decided to leave the 

world of “lobsters and Lear jets” in exchange 

for shelters and slaughterhouses, and to 

give away all his money “with warm hands, 

and die broke”.

“And so far, we are right on budget,” he jokes.

Philip supports some 500 humanitarian 

projects involving children, animals and 

the environment in 40 countries, and his 

Kindness House is a fully equipped incubator 

for over 40 high achieving non-government 

organisations. He awards his Kindness 

Gold Medal and a signifi cant cash prize to 

others for their humanitarian work and past 

recipients include Dr Jane Goodall, Maneka 

Gandhi and Sir David Attenborough. 

A renowned advocate for social justice, he 

was awarded the Order of Australia Medal 

(OAM) in 2005, Australian of the Year 

(Victoria) in 2007 and was made an 

Honorary Fellow of the Oxford 

Centre of Animal Ethics in 2011.

Philip said he was deeply 

humbled to receive a 

Distinguished Alumni Award. 

“I am grateful to the University 

which allowed me free rein to 

imagine a life with a portfolio 

of possibilities, and in a 

modest way, to experience 

some of them.” 
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A Chinese fi rst for career diplomat 

F
rances Adamson has been establishing some 

impressive ‘fi rsts’ ever since she was appointed the 

inaugural female captain of the Adelaide University 

Boat Club. Her most recent achievement came in 2011 

when she became Australia’s fi rst female Ambassador to 

the People’s Republic of China, an appointment that caps 

a distinguished career in the diplomatic service.

With a background in economics and fl uent in Mandarin, 

Frances has played a signifi cant role in building strong 

relationships between the two countries. 

She talks fondly of her time at the University of Adelaide 

where she graduated in economics in 1985 and was fi rst 

introduced to rowing. 

“Joining the Adelaide University Boat Club, learning how to 

row, competing in competitions and, ultimately, becoming 

captain taught me a great deal about teamwork, leadership 

and the importance of preparation and determination,” 

Frances said. “All of this has stood me in good stead as a 

diplomat and now as an ambassador.”

After joining the public service, she studied Mandarin 

before taking up her fi rst post at the Australian Consulate-

General in Hong Kong. She was also representative to 

the Australian Commerce and Industry Offi ce in Taipei and 

twice served in the Australian High Commission in London.

“I am proud to have studied at the University of Adelaide 

and loved my time there”, she said. “My economics 

lecturers were excellent and the overall study environment 

was perfect for me. I still keep in touch with members of 

my third year study group and other students, some of 

whom are now leading economists.” 

  I am proud to have 

studied at the University of 

Adelaide and loved my time 

there. My economics lecturers 

were excellent and the overall 

study environment was 

perfect for me. 
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“I am proud to have the opportunity, 

thanks to these awards, to highlight 

nationally and internationally some of the 

many developments being made in the 

Australian space sector.” 

Engineering (Mechanical) in 1999 and her 

PhD in Mechanical Engineering in 2005.

As Executive Manager of CSIRO 

Space Sciences and Technology, 

Kimberley is helping to guide the 

development and implementation of 

Australia’s space technology agenda, 

including establishing a signifi cant new 

CSIRO earth observation capability.

In addition to her involvement with 

key national space-related agencies, 

Kimberley has been a volunteer with the 

South Australian Space School and the 

National Space Camp for the past 15 

years. These residential programs aim 

to inspire and encourage high school 

students to pursue further study in 

science and engineering. 

“I love encouraging young people to 

get interested in science and technology 

and inspiring them through space and 

its many applications,” Kimberley says. 

T
he award is made to outstanding 

alumni who have graduated from 

the University within the past 

15 years and are making a signifi cant 

contribution as emerging leaders within 

their profession or the community. Julian 

O’Shea and Dr Kimberley Clayfi eld are the 

2014 award recipients.

Life-changing engineering projects
Julian O’Shea has quickly become a 

leader in the fi eld of humanitarian engineering 

since graduating with a Bachelor of 

Engineering (Information Technology 

and Telecommunications) in 2005.

Now the Director of the Engineers 

Without Borders Institute, Julian heads 

up the organisation’s education, research 

and training section. The Institute aims to 

inspire the next generation of engineers to 

make a positive contribution to improving 

the standard of life in developing regions.

Under Julian’s leadership, the institute 

is contributing to life-changing projects, 

from improving pipe design in landslide-

affected areas of East Timor to designing 

and installing rainwater harvesting 

systems to secure safe drinking water 

in Cambodian schools. 

“Visiting our community partner 

organisations in Cambodia each year and 

seeing how simple technology solutions 

like water tanks, prosthetic limbs and 

ceramic fi lters can transform lives is 

always inspiring,” Julian says.

He added that the award was a real 

credit to the volunteers and team that 

make all of the projects possible.

Providing inspiration in space
Dr Kimberley Clayfi eld has contributed 

signifi cantly to the Australian space 

industry since obtaining her Bachelor of 

Recognising excellence 
The James McWha Award of Excellence is named in honour 
of Professor James McWha AO who was Vice-Chancellor and 
President of the University of Adelaide from 2002 to 2012. 

Do you know somebody 
worthy of consideration 
for a Distinguished Alumni 
Award or James McWha 
Award of Excellence? 

Nominations for the 2015 awards 

are now open. For more information 

please contact Fiona Solente at 

fi ona.solente@adelaide.edu.au 

or +61 8 8313 6356

Above: Dr Kimberley Clayfi eld

Right: Julian O’Shea
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His father John Erwin Kelly graduated 

with a Bachelor of Laws in 1936 and went 

on to lecture in property law throughout 

the 1940s and 50s, while his grandfather, 

Francis Kelly, graduated with a law degree 

in 1906. Francis established the Adelaide 

law fi rm Kelly and Co in 1917 which John 

joined in 1937.

Relating his life in music to education, 

Paul said that studying never stops.

“I’ve been writing songs and playing 

music for 40 years and the more I know 

about it, the more I realise how little I 

know,” he said. 

“The further I go in, the deeper it 

gets. If I think about music as a big forest, 

I’m only a little way inside the trees. If I 

think of it as a mountain range, I’m still 

toiling in the foothills.” 

Paul had some advice for the new 

graduates: “Always stay curious … fi nd 

time to play and … keep your mind on 

the mountains even when you’re in the 

thick of the deep dark woods.”

To end, Paul quoted one of his 

‘teachers’ – Bob Dylan – from his 

1973 song, Forever Young:

May your hands always be busy

May your feet always be swift

May you have a strong foundation

When the winds of changes shift

May your heart always be joyful

May your song always be sung

May you stay forever young 

Watch a recording of Paul Kelly’s 

address to graduates at: 

http://bit.ly/1sbuiNY

Opposite: Paul Kelly speaking at the graduation ceremony

Opposite inset: John Erwin Kelly, Intervarsity 

Hockey 1936, bottom row, second from left 

Above right: Paul with mace bearer John Pearson

P
aul received the Doctor of Arts 

(honoris causa) in acknowledgement 

of his “exceptionally distinguished 

service to society”. It recognises his 

huge contribution to Australian music 

and creative writing as well as his 

community service through benefi ts 

and fundraising, and his signifi cant 

collaborations with Indigenous Australian 

musicians and fi lmmakers.

Regarded by his fellow music industry 

professionals as without peer in Australia, 

Paul is internationally renowned for his 

song compositions, creative writing and 

recorded music performance. He has 

been described as a rare poetic voice 

in contemporary Australian music.

“As a leading university in tertiary music 

education, we are delighted to be able 

to recognise Paul Kelly in this way for 

his contribution through composition, 

performance and creative writing,” said 

University of Adelaide Vice-Chancellor and 

President Professor Warren Bebbington.

During an address to graduates Paul 

spoke of his strong family connection 

to the University.

Australian music icon 
receives honorary degree
Adelaide-bred singer songwriter Paul Kelly was awarded an honorary 
doctorate when he joined over a thousand graduates receiving their degrees 
at the University of Adelaide’s graduation ceremonies in September.

“I returned to my home town

They robed me in a coloured gown

By ancient ways I was led down

Young men and women all around

“I spoke a speech beneath a clock

My sister beamed from the front dock

I tried hard not to speak a crock

By day’s end I was a Doc!”

Posted on Facebook by Paul Kelly 

after receiving his honorary doctorate

Highest honour
Graduations are the culmination 

of years of dedication and 

hard work. Of the thousands 

of students who graduated 

from the University this year, 

18 people received the highest 

honour, the degree of Doctor of 

the University honoris causa, in 

recognition of their outstanding 

achievements. For the full list of 

those who have been awarded 

honorary degrees in 2014 visit:

www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/former

“To graduate on the same day as 

Paul Kelly was very special. His 

commitment to Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people is something 

to be admired. The University of 

Adelaide has done well in recognising 

his service to Australia.”

John Pearson, mace bearer at the ceremony where 

he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts (Honours)
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S
ince the program began in March, 

261 overseas students have been 

helped to adapt to life in Adelaide 

with the support of 223 alumni, University 

staff and their families.

It’s an opportunity for new arrivals 

to experience Australian culture by 

participating in various activities, sharing 

a meal and seeing some of our beautiful 

natural and historic treasures. 

Vice-Chancellor and President 

Professor Warren Bebbington knows 

from personal experience the importance 

of such a welcome.

“Many years ago when I was a 

young Fulbright Fellow in New York City, 

I was paired with a local family who 

invited me into their home to experience 

America,” he said.

“Those occasional visits to their family 

home for a cup of tea and a Thanksgiving 

dinner connected me to the US and left 

lasting ties I maintain today.”

For local alumni and their families, the 

program is an opportunity to learn about 

other cultures and engage in a genuine 

cross-cultural dialogue. 

David Purton and his wife Tamra 

became involved in the inaugural round 

of the Experience Adelaide program, 

welcoming two students from Malaysia 

and another from Swaziland.

“I’ve had a long-term interest in other 

cultures and learning how people from 

around the world think,” said David, who 

graduated from Adelaide with a Bachelor 

of Engineering (Chemical) degree in 2000.

“But more signifi cantly, through my work 

with international students over the last 

few years, I’ve seen that many students 

have a diffi cult time when they travel 

overseas to study.

“When I heard about the Experience 

Adelaide program, I thought it seemed like 

a great initiative to help students in some 

of the areas that make moving to a new 

country diffi cult.

“My wife has travelled extensively 

for work and holidays. She has also 

been an exchange student to Japan 

and can empathise with the challenges 

international students face.”

David and Tamra met with Kholiwe 

Mdluli, a Master of Engineering (Civil 

and Environment) student from 

Swaziland, inviting her to share a family 

meal at their home, and for coffee at 

their favourite city café. They have also 

kept in touch via email.

Kholiwe says the thought of having a 

family in Australia she can connect with 

makes her life feel balanced emotionally.

“The impact the program had on me 

was tremendous because when I met the 

Purton family and their children for the fi rst 

time it felt like they fi lled the gap of my two 

daughters back home who I miss a lot,” 

Kholiwe said.

“I have been privileged to meet David 

and Tamra and the little time we have 

spent together has been invaluable. The 

Purtons will always be my family and I 

will always remain attached to Australia 

because they are here.”

If you are interested in participating 

in the Experience Adelaide program, 

please email Annette Wheatley at 

annette.wheatley@adelaide.edu.au 

or phone +61 8 313 2284. 

Left: David and Tamra Purton with 

their children Leah and Hannah and 

international student Kholiwe Mdluli 

(photo by Michael Mullan)

The University’s new Experience Adelaide program is proving extremely 
popular among international students as alumni turn on the hospitality 
and provide a warm welcome to Adelaide.

students receive the full 
   Adelaide experience

  We were encouraged 

to see that Kholiwe was 

much more relaxed when 

we caught up with her at the 

beginning of semester two 

than she was throughout the 

fi rst semester. It was good 

to be able to include her in 

our family, especially as she 

really misses her own children 

and husband who are back 

in Swaziland. 
David Purton

For further information visit www.international.adelaide.edu.au/life/connecting/experience/families/
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B
ut the life of a young student 

is not always easy. As a young 

undergraduate and then PhD 

student at La Trobe University, Melbourne, 

Nicole remembers stumbling her way 

through hard times trying to gather 

enough money to travel the world to 

present her research.

“When I was doing my PhD my fi rst 

travel funds came from the British 

Phycological Society and I continued to 

win small grants from them to present my 

research in different parts of the world,” 

she says. “I wondered at the time whether 

there was the will in Australia to support a 

young researcher.”

Then in 2000 Nicole made the decision 

to move to South Australia and take 

up her fi rst postdoctoral position at the 

University of Adelaide. “This is where I am, 

this is where my life is now and I’ve had 

three stints at the University of Adelaide, 

as both a researcher and as a professional 

staff member. It is a splendid university.” 

Nicole became Council Secretary two 

years ago and strongly believes that 

she should give something back to the 

University to enable others to have the 

opportunities she struggled to achieve. 

“I just wanted to make it easier for 

somebody else,” say Nicole. “I can afford 

to do that now, so I donate through my 

wage each fortnight through the Staff 

Workplace Giving program.

“It’s so rewarding to help somebody, 

it brings enormous delight, especially for 

a young student with lots of vigour and 

excitement at the start of their career. 

What could be better than helping 

someone to get on their way?”

“The Staff Workplace Giving program 

is so easy to sign up to and my donation 

is made through my pay so I don’t 

even notice it. If you can afford to give 

something to somebody less fortunate 

than yourself, then you should.”

Supporting young 
leaders of tomorrow
The University of Adelaide’s Council Secretary Nicole Beaumont knows 
exactly what it’s like to be a new student venturing into an exciting world 
of modern technology, innovation and historical achievement. 

Staff  workplace giving
To fi nd out more about staff 

workplace giving and other 

ways to give back to the 

University of Adelaide visit 

www.alumni.adelaide.edu.au/giving 

  It’s so rewarding to think 

that you are helping somebody, 

it just brings enormous 

delight... What could be 

better than helping someone 

to get on their way? 

Left: Nicole Beaumont (photo by Michael Mullan)
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C
ountless times a graduate has 

told us, sometimes with tears 

in their eyes, about what their 

education has meant to them. 

“It all began with the University 

of Adelaide” is a typical response. 

Gifts to the University help make 

students’ dreams a reality. Gifts open 

the door to success for our students 

by supporting the high quality 

and distinct learning and teaching 

experiences that have established 

our world-class reputation.

Thanks to our donors, the 

excitement, vitality and passion for 

the search of new knowledge that 

we instil in each of our graduates 

can thrive. Together we are preparing 

leaders who are shaped by education 

rather than by birth or wealth.

Your gift is hard at work preparing 

the educated leaders of tomorrow and 

supporting trailblazing research across 

a wide range of areas to address the 

grand challenges of our time. 

No matter the size of the gift, 

we are immensely grateful for the 

support that you so kindly offer the 

University of Adelaide. Be assured 

it will make an immediate impact 

for the students of today. 

Thank you.

When people ask what makes the 
University of Adelaide diff erent, 
we reply that it changes lives.

 Th is support has given 
me the incentive to work 
harder because I’m not only 
doing it for myself. It is a 
strong reminder of someone 
having confi dence in me to 
help build my future and I 
want to do my best to make 
my donors proud. 

Scholarship recipient Yasmine Gill Bachelor of Laws/

Bachelor of Commerce (pictured above thanking 

donors at the Adelaide Donors Circle dinner)

To fi nd out more about the 2014 University of Adelaide Appeal or to make a donation, 

visit www.alumni.adelaide.edu.au/university_appeal or call +61 8 8313 5800.

Th ank you 
to our donors
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More than 940 people have given to the 

University of Adelaide’s annual appeals 

this year. In recognition of your generous 

support, your name is featured on our 

acknowledgement web page at 

www.alumni.adelaide.edu.au/donors

2014 University Appeal results

Annual Appeals 2014 (as of 27 October 2014)                    Amount

Scholarships and student support $126,210

Library $115,383

Highest priorities $21,287

Research $15,500

Heritage $6,960

Other $3,000

3% 

5%

44%

2014 
ANNUAL APPEAL

40%

7%

1%



T
hat was 42 years ago. Now, with 

a successful career as an engineer 

and academic in the petroleum 

industry, and refl ecting on the benefi ts 

that he and his family have received from 

education, Ashok has decided that it is 

time to give back. 

“I felt a great debt to the Indian 

education system and to the Australian 

nation for welcoming me as an immigrant 

and giving me every opportunity in life,” 

said Ashok. 

“I came here with less than $300 and 

Australia has given me everything – 

without a sound education which started 

in India all those years ago, none of it 

would have been possible.”

Hoping to provide similar opportunities 

to others, he has made a signifi cant gift 

to the University of Adelaide to fund in 

perpetuity the Ashok Khurana scholarship 

for outstanding Indian students.

The scholarship provides $25,000 for 

Indian students to undertake full-time 

postgraduate studies at the University, 

funding their airfares, living expenses and 

providing a substantial discount on their 

tuition fees. 

The fi rst students to benefi t from 

Ashok’s generosity are Rohan Yargop and 

Quresh Vasanwala.

“When I received the scholarship, I had 

been in Adelaide for six months and things 

were really diffi cult – it was expensive for 

me to be at university and it affected my 

study,” says Quresh, studying for a Master 

of Civil and Environmental Engineering.

“Since receiving the scholarship my 

life has been stress-free – the burden 

of expenses is now less on my parents’ 

shoulders and I feel fi nancially independent.

“I look forward to the opportunity to do 

further study after my master’s degree.”

Rohan’s passion for food and agriculture 

has led him to study for a Master of Global 

Food and Agricultural Business. 

“The scholarship has given me the 

chance to study what I’m passionate 

about,” he said. “My aspiration is to open 

a school in India to teach about the food 

and food culture of India.”

This year Rohan was chosen to 

represent the University at the 22nd 

Pacifi c Economic Cooperation Council 

general summit and next generation 

program in Beijing, China.

“This experience gave me an 

opportunity to interact with intellectual 

minds from all over the world and helped 

me to expand my networks and make 

wonderful friends,” said Rohan.

Ashok and his wife Rosemary are 

pleased to be able to support students like 

Rohan and Quresh to realise their dreams.

“To be able to put a smile on these 

beautiful young faces is very rewarding,” 

said Ashok. “We want to see this support 

enable their growth, their happiness, their 

satisfaction in life and hopefully they’ll put 

something back when the time comes.”

New scholarship rewards 
outstanding Indian graduates

Winning a scholarship was a life-changing experience for Professor Ashok Khurana. 
As a young man in India he received funding to study overseas, sending him fi rst 
to the United Kingdom for postgraduate studies before coming to Australia. 

Above: Professor Ashok Khurana and Rosemary 

Khurana with Rohan Yargop and Quresh Vasanwala 

Photo by Ben Osborne
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Ashok also supports a scholarship for students at 

the Elder Conservatorium. Established in memory of his 

mother who was a keen singer, the Kamala Khurana music 

scholarship provides fi nancial assistance for musicians 

to attend master classes and performances with leading 

exponents worldwide.

“As a child, watching my mother and women from all 

walks of life getting together for religious soirees showed 

me the enormous power of music as a cohesive force that 

brings people together. It seems to me to be a common 

language regardless of people’s origins and cultural 

backgrounds,” he said.

During his time as General Manager Development at 

Santos, Ashok was instrumental in setting up the Petroleum 

School at the University of Adelaide. He helped develop 

the original curriculum and was a member of the School’s 

Board. He went on to become Professor of Petroleum 

Engineering from 2002 to 2006.

He was also Professor of Petroleum Engineering at Curtin 

University of Technology in Perth, starting the Petroleum 

Engineering School there and held professorial positions at 

the University of New South Wales and CSIRO. 

Aside from his academic career, Ashok has more than 

30 years of industry experience with Santos Ltd, with Esso/

ExxonMobil and as a consultant to numerous companies 

and governments worldwide. He now works part-time as an 

advisor to Petronas, the national oil company of Malaysia.

“The most satisfying part of my academic career, 

including my time at the University of Adelaide, was 

teaching undergraduate students,” said Ashok. 

“I have always found interaction with young students 

very satisfying and intellectually stimulating. They don’t 

seem to have any inhibitions about asking the seemingly 

naive questions which are often very incisive and the 

hardest to answer.

“It is time to give back and help pave the way for other 

Indian students who may not otherwise have an opportunity 

to advance their career without a scholarship.” 

Bequest  
to support 
the sciences 

A diagnosis of a serious and ultimately 
fatal illness inspired George Southgate to 
consider the impact he could make, both 
today and for the future. 

It is thanks to George’s own intellectual 

curiosity and his lifelong interest in physics and 

chemistry, that a new generation of thinkers 

can explore and seek new knowledge for the 

future benefi t of all.

In an interview with the University before his 

death in 2010 George said: “The illness made 

me focus on the fact that I wasn’t immortal, 

which made me think, what am I going to do 

with my estate? I’ve always admired the brains 

of the scientists, engineers and chemists that 

have built the knowledge that we have today.”

The George Southgate Fellowship now 

provides fares and travel expenses for faculty 

members from the School of Chemistry 

and Physics to attend overseas meetings, 

conferences and conventions. It also provides 

travel expenses for selected physicists from 

overseas to visit South Australia for the 

purpose of teaching and gaining knowledge 

in any branch of physics.

For further information about bequests or 

to arrange a confi dential discussion please 

contact Sue Fox on +61 8 8313 3234 or email 

susan.fox@adelaide.edu.au

  To be able to put a smile on these 

beautiful young faces is very rewarding. 

We want to see this support enable their 

growth, their happiness, their satisfaction 

in life and hopefully they’ll put something 

back when the time comes. 

Even small scholarships have a big impact on students 

lives. To fi nd out more about supporting students 

through scholarships at the University of Adelaide visit 

www.alumni.adelaide.edu.au/scholarships 

or contact Natalie Gibbs on +8 8313 1716 

or natalie.gibbs@adelaide.edu.au

story by Genevieve Sanchez
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F
or 110 of those graduates, the 

opportunity to relive that moment at 

their Golden Jubilee reunion was an 

occasion not to be missed. 

Dressed in academic gowns, graduates 

posed proudly for family photographs 

and made emotional reconnections with 

friends from long ago, before taking part 

in a commemoration ceremony and 

celebration lunch.

Former Supreme Court judge Margaret 

Nyland AM spoke of her own memories of 

graduation day in her keynote address.

“I recall it as a day of mixed emotions – 

the overwhelming emotion was relief that at 

long last all my exams were over,” she said.

“There was also the anticipation and 

excitement of moving onto the next phase 

of my legal career. However this was 

tempered with a degree of apprehension 

about the challenges which might lie 

ahead – and challenges there were many.”

Margaret has carved out a long and 

distinguished career in law in the 50 years 

since her 1964 graduation. She was the 

second woman appointed to the Supreme 

Court bench and this year was appointed 

the Royal Commissioner to investigate the 

safety and welfare of at risk children.

She refl ected on how much the world 

has changed since the ‘halcyon days’ of 

the 1960s, when she and her classmates 

embarked upon their careers at such an 

interesting time in history.

“The challenging reality of today is that 

there are so many fi nancially disadvantaged 

students who, without support, will not be 

able to attend university and receive the 

benefi ts we all enjoyed,” she said.

The Class of ’64 lived and studied 

in times of great social change.

It was the year that Australia committed 

troops to the war in Vietnam, Nelson Mandela 

made his “I am prepared to die” speech 

at the opening of the Rivonia Trial, a key 

event for the anti-apartheid movement, 

and President Lyndon Johnson signed the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964, abolishing racial 

segregation in the United States. 

It was also the year the Beatles visited 

Adelaide, making an appearance on the 

Class of ’64 looks back 
on the halcyon days
Fifty years have passed since the graduating Class of 1964 walked triumphantly 
through the doors of Bonython Hall, parchments in hand and the future at their feet.

story by Genevieve Sanchez
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Town Hall balcony surrounded by 300,000 

fans and later performing in Centennial 

Hall, a venue well-known to university 

students who sweltered there in summer 

during end of year exams.

Nine graduates from the Diploma 

of Physiotherapy course attended the 

Golden Jubilee, including Gail Hamilton 

and Ann Winnall.

Gail said the reunion was a trip down 

memory lane and a wonderful opportunity to 

catch up with old friends and share memories 

of the days of study and fun at university.

“My physiotherapy year was a small 

cohesive group and these personal 

connections have given me life-long 

friendships,” she said.

“The reunion highlighted the changes 

we have seen over the decades, both for 

the good and those things lost.”

Ann said she thoroughly enjoyed every 

minute of her time at the University. “I 

wanted to do physio from when I was age 

14 – I knew it was the best course for me 

and it ticked all my boxes.”

The reunion was also an opportunity 

for the Class of ’64 to leave a legacy for 

future students.

Margaret encouraged the graduates to 

contribute to a Class Gift, championed 

by fellow classmate Roger Lang, to 

establish the Class of 1964 Scholarship, 

a tradition started at the Class of 1961 

Golden Jubilee in 2011. The scholarship 

will support excellence in research by 

providing a supplementary scholarship for 

an outstanding PhD candidate.

“It would be nice to think that in 50 

years time the graduates of 2014 will be 

able to say how lucky they were to have 

had the support provided by the Class of 

1964,” she said.

Below left: The 1964 graduating class of the 

Diploma of Physiotherapy 

Below right: Graduates of the Diploma of 

Physiotherapy at the 2014 Golden Jubilee reunion 

Front row: Ann Winnall, Kate Hislop, 

Norm Peart, Virginia Rowland 

Back row: Jan Jones, Irene Campbell, 

Adrienne Burns, Gail Hamilton, Bobbie Laycock 

Main photo: Golden Jubilee Class of 1964 

(photos by James Field)

  I recall it as a day 

of mixed emotions – the 

overwhelming emotion was 

relief that at long last all my 

exams were over.  
Margaret Nyland AM
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the Class Gift, to view photos from the 2014 Golden Jubilee and fi nd out 

about the 2015 Golden Jubilee reunion.



Turning of the sod 

The start of construction of the new $206 

million Medical and Nursing School building 

was marked by the turning of the fi rst sod 

ceremony on 12 August. The occasion 

brought together alumnus Jay Weatherill, 

Premier of South Australia, alumnus 

Senator Simon Birmingham, representing 

the Federal Government, Kate Ellis, 

Member for Adelaide, and staff and 

students of the University of Adelaide.

When completed, the 13-storey building 

will give the University of Adelaide the largest 

research presence in the State’s Health 

and Biomedical Precinct at the West End.

Inaugural lectures revive 
a proud tradition
2014 saw the reintroduction of inaugural 

lectures to mark the University’s 140th 

anniversary. Delivered by newly appointed 

or promoted professors, many of them 

alumni, the lectures are a celebration of 

the fi nest of our academic leaders.

Podcasts of all the lectures can be 

found at www.bit.ly/1xpBDg6

Julia Gillard tells her story 

At a special event in Bonython Hall on 2 

October, alumna Julia Gillard promoted 

her new book My Story. In her memoir, 

Julia chronicles her turbulent time as 

Australia’s fi rst female Prime Minister – a 

strikingly candid self-portrait of a political 

leader seeking to realise her ideals. 

Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott presents Sir John 
Downer Oration

Prime Minister Tony Abbott delivered the 

second biennial Sir John Downer Oration 

on 21 August to an audience of over 400 

alumni, staff and guests. 

The Oration was created to honour the 

remarkable Sir John Downer, a South 

Australian who helped shape Australia’s 

political transformation from a group of 

colonies to the modern federal nation.

New Governor acknowledges 
the University in his success

South Australia’s newest Governor 

Hieu Van Le acknowledged the role the 

University of Adelaide played in helping 

him achieve his goals.

At a reception to congratulate him on his 

appointment, he spoke about arriving in 

Australia as a refugee in 1977. “When 

I arrived in Australia I had nothing but 

an invisible suitcase fi lled with dreams. 

Studying at the University helped me 

to unpack that suitcase and realise my 

dreams,” Mr Le said.

One of his priorities as Governor will 

be to promote South Australia as a 

destination for higher education. 

University of Adelaide 
scores international 
rankings hat-trick
The University of Adelaide has powered 

up the international ranking tables in 

2014, with dramatic results in all three of 

the leading global rankings.

The release of the Times Higher Education 

rankings in October has Adelaide up 40 

places to 164. It is the largest rise of any 

elite Australian university.

This follows the Academic Ranking of 

World Universities (produced by the 

Shanghai Jiao Tong University) released 

in July, which placed the University of 

Adelaide in the top 200, and the QS 

rankings, released in September, which 

recognised Adelaide in the top 100.

University in the news

To stay informed about news and events from the University of Adelaide, 

visit www.alumni.adelaide.edu.au/subscribe and subscribe to receive 

The Roar alumni enews delivered to your inbox monthly.

30   Lumen | Summer 2015



Emmanuel Mapanda (MA (Bus Admin 2003) 

and Itayi Mapanda (MA (Pub Health) 2002) 

‘We are grateful to the University for the 

world class tuition that made us what we 

are today - prosperous and happy.’

Celebrating 140 years 
around the globe
University of Adelaide 
graduates are living 
and working in over 80 
countries, making their 
mark in all walks of life. 

In the University’s 140th year, our 

global alumni family celebrated around 

the world and sent us heartfelt messages 

of congratulations.

Opera singers Sky Ingram and Grant 

Doyle led the University of Adelaide’s 

140th anniversary celebrations in London 

in September, treating an audience of 

more than 100 people to a dazzling 

musical extravaganza.

Other 140th celebrations were held 

for alumni in Singapore, Malaysia, 

Melbourne, Sydney and Canberra. 

To view photos from alumni events and 

the special messages and photos we 

received in the Alumni Family Album, visit: 

www.fl ickr.com/photos/adelaidealumni/

Dr. Natalie Jan Williams 

(B.Mus, 1998, B.Mus (Hons) 1999) 

Currently living in Athens, Georgia USA

‘I am proud to be a graduate and grateful 

to have begun the fi rst steps of my career 

at such a fi ne institution. Thank you for 

laying the foundation for my future career.’

Felicity Alexander (MA (Env St) 2000), 

Margaret Alexander (BA (Hons) 1990), 

Elinor Alexander (BSc (Hons) 1985)

‘Happy Anniversary University of 

Adelaide, you’ve certainly played a big 

part in our family!’

Vishal Jodhani (Masters in Applied 

Innovation & Entrepreneurship 2013)

Currently living in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

‘I’ll always consider the University as my 

runway, and I thank you for encouraging 

me to soar to new heights.’

Margaret Somerville AM, FRSC, AuA (pharm) 

(Adel.), LLB (Hons)(Syd.), DCL(McGill) 

Currently living in Canada

‘Congratulations on 140 great years. 

Like so many of your alumni and 

especially alumnae from my era, you 

set me on the path of a lifetime of 

the privilege and joy of pursuing our 

intellectual curiosity. With much gratitude.’ 

Professor Roy Green 

(LLB 1974 BA (1st cl Hons) 1975) 

Currently living in Sydney

‘After 140 years of extraordinary 

achievement, it constantly gladdens the 

heart and engages the mind, wherever 

we may be, to see the University of 

Adelaide thriving in a world of momentous 

challenges and infi nite opportunities.’

Performers (L-R) Linnhe Robertson, Helen Sherman, 

Sky Ingram, Grant Doyle, Gerard Schneider
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Alumni on the move
Jana Phan (B Sc (Hons) 2012) 

University of Adelaide plant scientist won 

the 2013 SARDI Science Bursary. 

Tom Dawkins (B Env St, B Int St 2006)

Freelance rural journalist from South 

Australia, was awarded the prestigious 

2014 Australian Star Prize for Rural Writing. 

Tom has just published his fi rst book Lady 

Lorene – The Truckie Queen.

Christina Soong (BA 1996)

South Australia-based food blogger was 

named the national winner of the annual 

Best Australian Blogs Competition.

Sky Ingram (B Mus (Perf) (Class Voice) 

2004, B Mus (Perf) (Hons) 2006) 

Received her fi rst contract with the 

Royal Opera House in Covent Garden 

to perform in the Linbury Studio in the 

world premiere of Glare.

Sam Humphries (B Ag 1997) 

Recognised as a future Australian 

vegetable and potato industry leader, 

winning the Coles Rising Star of the Year 

Award at the AUSVEG National Awards 

for Excellence Gala Dinner.

Mary Retallack (Post Grad Dip Nat 

Res Mgmt 1995, Grad Dip Vit 2001, 

Prof Cert Arbitration 2011) 

Announced as one of 12 successful 

applicants for the 14th Len Evans Tutorial 

held in the Hunter Valley which exposes 

elite professionals from the wine industry 

to the great wine styles of the world.

Quentin Angus 

(BMus (Hons) 2008, PhD (Mus) 2014) 

Recognised for his recordings by one of 

the world’s leading authorities on jazz, 

the prestigious Downbeat magazine.

Dr Graeme Moyle (MBBS 1986, MD 1996) 

Director of HIV research strategy at the 

Chelsea and Westminster Hospital, 

London, was appointed to the Tobira 

Therapeutics Board of Directors. 

Professor Anthony (Tony) Thomas 

(D Sc 1986) 

University of Adelaide leading particle 

physicist, was named South Australian 

Scientist of the Year for 2014.

What’s new with you?
If you’ve recently celebrated a promotion or career achievement, a change of job or 

won a major prize, we want to hear about it! Share your good news with your fellow 

alumni by emailing us and include your name, degree and graduation year. Send it 

to alumni@adelaide.edu.au or call +61 8 8313 5800.

View more alumni achievements at www.alumni.adelaide.edu.au/newsroom
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Make your vote count!
Alumni play an important role in the 
selection of members for the University 
Council and the Alumni Council.

The University Council is the principal governing body with 

responsibilities including appointing the Vice-Chancellor and 

President, approving the strategic direction of the University as well as 

the annual budget and business plan, and monitoring academic activities.

The Alumni Council is an advisory group that fosters networks 

between alumni and supports the strategic direction of the University.

Both of these Councils comprise graduates elected by their 

fellow alumni. The process for nominating and voting in elections 

is now done electronically only. To participate, please update your 

details at www.adelaide.edu.au/alumni/council



Alumni in print
A selection of the latest books by our alumni authors.

Siege of Contraries 
A novella that encompasses 

the entangled destinies of allied 

and enemy soldiers in France 

in the First World War. Siege 

of Contraries contains painful 

memories about survivor guilt and 

judgments about the importance 

of nationalities.  

Rose Helen Mitchell (BA 

(Hons) 2003, MA (Creat 

Writ) 2004

Quality Education for 
Sustainable Development 
An educator handbook for integrating 

values, knowledge, skills and quality 

features of education for sustainable 

development in schooling. Includes 

a critical analysis of the Australian 

National Curriculum. 

Dr J. M de Leo (2012) (Dip 

Ed 1978, Ph D (Ed) 2012)

Greenjacked
GreenJacked explains, in lay 

language, the progress of our 

knowledge about cancer and shows 

that nuclear power is our best hope 

in the battle against a deteriorating 

climate and why we have to overturn 

long held but obsolete fears. 

Geoffrey Russell 

(BSc (Ma Sc) 1985)

Ginger in Australian 
Food and Medicine 
The book traces the history of ginger, 

focusing on ginger growing and its use 

in Australian food and medicine from 

1788 to the mid-20th century. The story 

is set in the context of ginger’s longer-

term history in China and India, ancient 

Greece and Rome, and Britain.

Leonie Ryder (BA (Hons) 

1969, Grad Dip Gast 

2006, PhD (H&SS) 2010)

Pilgrim Souls 
Pilgrim Souls explores how the 

unknown past can throw its 

shadows onto the present and 

into the personal life of someone 

who has had no previous known 

connection to events in the past.  

Rose Helen Mitchell 

(BA (Hons) 2003, MA 

(Creat Writ) 2004

The Skirmish 
The Skirmish is an action-packed combat 

fi ction which follows the adventures of four 

friends who fi nd themselves in the middle 

of a struggle between a retired Colonel 

and an elite militant faction, eager to seize 

the United States Marine Corps biggest 

arms shipment to date. Their journey takes 

them from the heart of Montana, across the 

Atlantic ocean, to the arid sands of Kirkuk, 

Iraq, where more than just a weapon 

snatch-and-grab is playing out.
Daniel Springham

BE (Mech & Aero) 2013
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Your gift has 
the power to 
change lives

Leaving a gift to the University in your will is a very 

special act of generosity and foresight. It upholds 

the noble goal of our earliest benefactors—to 

prepare young leaders shaped by education rather 

than by birth or affl uence.

By remembering us in your will, your bequest 

will touch future generations who will benefi t 

from the wealth of opportunities a university 

education provides. You will also help continue the 

University’s long and distinguished philanthropic 

tradition. The stories of the generosity of our 

earliest benefactors are inspiring, as are those who 

are making a difference to the lives of our students 

and our research and teaching efforts today.

For more information
Phone Sue Fox on +61 8 8313 3234

Email: susan.fox@adelaide.edu.au

Web: www.alumni.adelaide.edu.au/bequests

Online giving: www.alumni.adelaide.edu.au/donate

Without the scholarship I would not 
have been able to aff ord my living 
expenses whilst studying and would 

have had to spend less 
time on my studies in 
lieu of part-time work. 
Ashleigh Trainor graduated 

with a Bachelor of Engineering 

(Mechanical) with First Class 

Honours and is now a graduate 

engineer with Santos.


