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Risk Assessment Title: DRYING OVENS

Step 1: Identify the activity

Describe the activity:

Use of Drying Ovens

Describe the location:

MLS 4th Floor CSU 

Step 2: Identify who may be at risk by the activity

Staff and students using the drying ovens, contractors who perform maintenance.

Step 3: Identify the hazards, risks, and rate the risks

a. Using the following table, identify the risks and hazards associated with the particular plant, chemical or process.

b. List existing controls and determine a risk rating using MBS Risk Rating Procedure.

c. Additional risk controls may be required to achieve an acceptable level of risk. Re-rate the risk if additional controls are required.

C: Consequence L: Likelihood R: Rating  L - VH

Hazards Associated Risks
Risk Rating with current controls:

Controls Risk Rating with Additional Controls:
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Glass/Objects Cuts and lacerations from glass that has 

broken in the oven. Possible foreign 

objects in eye if objects break during 

loading/unloading.

Do not exceed the recommended temperature.

Gloves, Safety glasses & lab coats to be worn when 

loading/unloading oven.

Ovens must be loaded according to manufacturers 

recommendations and not overloaded.

Chemical Exposure to chemical vapour if items are 

not cleaned appropriately before being 

loaded into the drying oven.

Ovens should not be used to dry chemical samples 

that has even moderate volatility. 

Electrical Electric shock from power current Electrical testing to be completed in compliance 

with the Australian Standard.

Ovens to be maintained as per the manufacturer's 

recommendations.

Ovens are to be loaded as per the manufacturers 

recommendations and not overloaded.

If possible, switch machine off after use.

Fire Small fires can occur if ovens are not 

cleaned  and samples not loaded 

correctly.

Drying oven booking sheet to be completed to 

ensure correct steps have been followed.

Safe Operating Procedure to be followed at all 

times.

Do not dry items that have been rinsed in solvent.

Do not exceed recommended temperature.

If possible, switch machine off after use.

Heat Burns to skin Safe Operating Procedure must be followed at all 

times.

Gloves, Safety Glasses & lab coat  must be worn 

when removing items from the ovens.

Biomechanical - Manual Handling Musculoskeletal injury from repetitive 

movement

Safe Operating Procedure must be followed at all 

times.

Do not load/unload ovens for long periods of time.

Hazards Associated Risks Controls 



Step 4: Documentation and intial approval:

Completed by: Signed: Authorised by: Date:

Kate Dixon Kate Dixon Doug Pottrell 10/07/2009

Step 5: Implement the controls/any additional controls identified

Indicate briefly any additional controls that have been implemented, when and by whom.

Risk Control: Date: Implemented by:

Risk Control: Date: Implemented by:

Risk Control: Date: Implemented by:

Step 6: Monitor and review the risk controls

Review Date: Reviewed by: Authorised by:

Review Date: Reviewed by: Authorised by:

Review Date: Reviewed by: Authorised by:

Review Date: Reviewed by: Authorised by:

Review Date: Reviewed by: Authorised by:

Step 7: Add to Hazard Register

If the identified risk is medium or above after controls have been implemented, the Activity 

should be signed of by the Head of School and then transferred to the Hazard Register.

Date entered onto Hazard Register: Head of School Signature:

It is important to monitor risk controls and review risk assessments regularly.  Review is required when there is a change in the process, relevant legal changes, and where a cause for 

concern has arisen.  If the risk assessment has substantially changed, a new risk assessment is warranted.


