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Dissection of Mice
Gloves must be worn during the entire dissection procedure

1. The mouse needs to be pinned out on the cork board by putting the pins through the ‘palm’ side of the front and rear paws and the head must be pointing away from the operator.
2. The mouse then needs to be washed thoroughly using 70% ethanol to sterilise.

Before the use of 70% ethanol all ignition sources must be removed from the immediate area

3. Using forceps, the lower abdominal area is pinched and lifted allowing a small cut to be made. This allows for the epidermis to be separated from the peritoneal membrane.

Sterilise forceps, scissors and probes by swabbing with 70% ethanol and then passing through the ‘yellow’ flame of a bunsen burner
4. Whilst maintaining the forceps pinch insert the scissors slowly into the cut and slide the closed scissors from the cut upwards toward the head of the mouse until approximately the top of the ribcage.
5. The scissors are then opened (such that the scissors arms are pointing toward the paws) and then slid back toward the initial cut. This completely separates the epidermis from the peritoneal membrane.

6. The initial cut can now be extended upward until approximately the middle of the ribcage. From this point a cut can be extended up the front limbs to create a ‘Y’ shape

7. The cork board must now be turned around so the mouse head is pointing toward the operator. From this position steps 4-6 can be repeated for the hind limbs

8. Using forceps the abdominal skin flaps can be pinned down

9. The cuts into the epidermis can be mirrored onto the peritoneal membrane to allow access to the peritoneal cavity

10. The internal organs can be manipulated using forceps with care being taken to not compromise the integrity of the organs-
As per Risk Assessment all persons performing a Gram/Spore satin must wear Lab Minimum PPE (gown, closed shoes and gloves and eye protection when prompted) at all times.








