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The School has a number of Sorvall RC-5B centrifuges; age and wear mean that extra care must be taken, in securing the rotor to the drive spindle. Below are a set of instruction to follow in addition to all the standard procedures for using centrifuges.

When placing the the rotor onto the drive spindle it is imperative that the drive spindle pins are at ninety degrees to the rotor pins. These machines show damage from incidents where users have failed to get this right; this damage makes it even easier to make a mistake.

Procedure For All Rotors:

· Turn the drive so the drive pins are "North-South" i.e. one at the front and one at the back.

· The rotor is placed onto the drive spindle with no sample tubes/bottles and the lid off.

· Orient the rotor so the rotor drive pins are "East-West" i.e. to the left and right. With the GS-3 and GSA rotors the two holes in the centre collar correspond with the rotor drive pins. All other rotors must have marks (use texta) on the rotor collar showing the pin position.

· Place the rotor on the drive spindle.

· Place equal weight tubes/bottles into diametrically opposed rotor cavities.

· Place the lid on the rotor and screw it down (the outer spurred wheel).

· Screw in the the rotor securing rod (inner/centre spurred wheel).

· Run the centrifuge.

