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Who are we?
With 1000 institutions in Australia registered to deliver courses to international students,
Australia is the third largest service export earner , and has the third largest number of
international students in the English speaking world, behind the US and UK, with a value
of A3.4$ billion.

Australia has around 200,000 International Students. The majority of them study in
Australian Universities.

The University of Adelaide has around 16,000 students, and over 2000 of them are
international students.

Coming from around 70 countries from around the world all International
Students in Adelaide Uni belong to the OSA.

International students come to study in Adelaide to gain a higher
education in English in order to increase job prospects and
opportunities back home, or in Australia. They come because of
the good standard of living, relatively low living costs, quality
of education and the reputation of the University . The benefits

of having international students in Adelaide is the revenue
that they provide to educational institutions and to other
parts of the economy, the links that are established and
the opportunity for growth afforded to international
and local students alike. The process of making the
University truly multicultural requires the active
engagement of the entire University community . We
need to promote cultural understanding, break down
barriers between international and local students and
celebrate the diversity of our campus. Breaking with
the dominant perspective to encourage a multicultural
one is a challenging task but the gains to be made are
enormous. Students would have the opportunity to
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broaden their minds by encountering different opinions,
worldviews, religious beliefs and personalities. This will help
the University community to challenge stereotypes and reduce
ideological and cultural barriers. The fostering of awareness,
understanding and acceptance is pertinent in light of the
increasing multiculturalism of our university , globalisation, and
the conflict the world is now experiencing. It is possible for
the different cultures found on campus to flourish in an
international atmosphere and for this to add to the vitality
and energy of the university as a whole.

Maliek and Belinda
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On behalf of the Adelaide City Council I
would like to offer my congratulations to
all of the 2003 Graduates. Well done!

Nearly 20 years ago I also started an
educational journey which took me to
several overseas Cities, including New York,
Berlin, and Paris. It is from this experience
that I can appreciate your excitement and
satisfaction in completing your studies in a
foreign country .

I hope that you can now recognise that the
benefits of living and studying abroad are
immeasurable, not only in your chosen
profession, but also in your individual
personal development.

Fortunately you chose Adelaide in which to
culturally and academically challenge
yourself.

As you know, Adelaide is a vibrant,
energetic, artistic City and an intelligent
Learning City, where education has always
played a key role and is the location of
many world-class higher educational
institutions and places of learning.

The Adelaide City Council values and
appreciates the cultural diversity that
international students bring to Adelaide.

I hope you have enjoyed your time in
Adelaide and that fond memories will urge
you to return in the future.

Congratulations on making the first step
towards achieving your long term career
goals and I hope that you have personally
benefited from your experience while
studying in Adelaide.

Lord Mayor
Michael Harbison
Adelaide City Council

Messages

From the Lord Ma yor
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As an overseas student at the University of
Adelaide, you have achieved success on
many fronts.  You have achieved
academically, developed a broad range of
skills that will help you in the future, and
also been part of a unique educational
experience – that is, studying at a university
outside of your home country .

The benefits of learning in a different
environment and experiencing different
cultures will be invaluable in the years
ahead.  This experience will give you the
edge over other students who have not had
the opportunity or desire to seek out an
overseas education.

The University of Adelaide and the South
Australian community have also gained from
your attendance, by enriching the
educational environment of our campuses
and enriching the fabric of our society .

I commend you on your choice of Adelaide
as an educational destination, and I hope
that you graduate from the University of
Adelaide with pride in the qualifications
you have earned.  I also hope that you will
now consider Adelaide to be a second
home.

The University has provided you with a well-
rounded education that is among the best
in the Asia-Pacific region, but your links with
us do not end there.  As a graduate of the

University, you are forever linked with our
history, and you are part of our future.

Congratulations on your many successes.  You
will continue to bring honour to this
University.

PROFESSOR JAMES A. McWHA
Vice-Chancellor and President

From the Vice-Chancellor
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I would like to take this opportunity to both
welcome new students to the University of
Adelaide and to farewell those students who
have graduated and will be leaving the Uni-
versity. International study is becoming in-
creasingly popular and the University of
Adelaide prides itself on the international
reputation it has developed. In particular ,
we aim to provide students with an educa-
tion, which is both, recognized internation-
ally and will prepare you as a life long
learner. As society and technology are chang-
ing rapidly, it is important for students to

be able to
continue to
d e v e l o p
throughout
t h e i r
careers. The
b r o a d
educa t ion
provided by

the University aims for this life long im-
pact, rather than providing only short term
training.

The University also welcomes international
students into the community of the Uni-
versity. In addition to attending lectures and
completing your studies, we want our in-
ternational students to experience the cul-
ture of Adelaide, make new friends and
participate in the many activities open to
students.

From the Pro Vice Chancellor Inter national

Messages

It is important for
students to be able
to continue to
develop throughout
their careers

For all those students who are graduating, I
encourage you to retain your links to the
University through the Alumni Association.
The Alumni provides the ideal opportunity
for you to remain an active part of the Uni-
versity family and remain involved in the
development of the University .

Ian Young
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2003 has been another remarkable year for
students and staff across the University . It
is hard to believe that over 600 international
students are preparing to graduate at the
end of the year and that the International
Student Centre is preparing to welcome
1,000 new students in Semester 1, 2004.   It
has been a very exciting year for staff at
the International Student Centre as the
programs we offer continue to grow along
with the numbers of international students
who choose to live and study in Adelaide.
I sincerely hope that your time at the
University of Adelaide has been rewarding
both for your learning and in the friendships
you have made.

This year nearly 2,100 international students
joined with 14,000 local students to make
the University a vibrant multicultural
community and an enriching experience for
all who work and study here.

In 2003 the International Student Centre ably
assisted by many international students in
delivery of programs. Over 70 students gave
their time and expertise as P eer Mentors in

From the Manager of the ISC
the February and July Orientation programs.
My sincere thanks goes to these students
along with the outgoing Council of the
Overseas Student Association (OSA), many
of whom are graduating this year . Your
efforts and leadership on behalf of all other
international students are widely
acknowledged and greatly appreciated.

As you make your final preparations to leave
University (and maybe return home or
venture to another exotic destination), I
encourage you to reflect upon your
experiences at the University and of living
in Adelaide. I hope you leave the University
with a sense of self-confidence that will
prepare you for the challenges ahead. For
many 2004 will bring many new
opportunities as you commence or return
to your careers.  For those of you starting
out don’t be discouraged if finding the right
job eludes for a while and if you are
returning to the workplace after a period
of study leave you may like to consider
mentoring a new graduate.

Also take time in your last few weeks to
say goodbye to friends and staff. You will
be missed by many people, so let them
know of your plans and new contact details
before you leave.

On behalf of all the staff at the International
Student Centre I wish you well in your future
endeavours and hope that one day you may
return to the University to further your
studies.

Patricia Anderson

Messages
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Hello fellow students, I have been the
president of the OSA for the past two years,
much to my great surprise. I am confident
that I have left the organisation in capable
hands and with your ardent participation I
am sure the organisation will flourish. The
two years have been hard going, but at
the same time they have been revealing
and rewarding. I have come to realise that
it takes a lot of effort and assistance and a
bit of luck to achieve goals that one sets
out to achieve.

We all face challenges in our every day life.
It is even more compelling to overcome
these challenges when your background is
key to helping or hindering your success. I
once heard someone say that with power
comes great responsibility. To this extent I
would like to extend my thoughts to all
international students with the
confrontation that we are becoming
extremely ignorant and leaving ourselves
exposed to a multitude of loop holes in the

education system, which are to our
disadvantage.

First, our backgrounds are as diverse as the
variety of faces we have in our campuses

today. I have had
the opportunity
to meet and
exchange ideas
with a mix of
people from
various walks of
life. To my great

disappointment there are a lot of students
who know well that the system of
leadership and opportunity in their countries
fall short of reputable. The opportunity that
exists in our campus is a once in a lifetime
chance to express your political as well as
inspirational beliefs in an environment that
encourages the flourishing of thought. Yes,
the University is an institution meant to
promote and enhance your thought
processes. If one does not engage in such
an endeavour, while you are being trained
to do so, when will you wake up to the
reality that you can make a contribution.
Our diverse backgrounds should be a
unifying factor for our progress, for in it
we will find a multitude of resources and
solutions we can harness to fulfil our
aspirations and desires as international
students. Our diversity is also our greatest
weakness for if we shy away from each
other and group among our own kind, be it
by statehood or race,  we will surely
achieve less. I leave it up to you to ask
yourself what you could have achieved had

Messages

From the Outgoing President

Our diverse
b a c k g r o u n d s
should be a
unifying factor
for our progress
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you allowed yourself the opportunity: for
it is better to have tried, rather than not,
and be left wondering what it would have
been like! I know where I stand, and for
the sake of clarity I hope you know where
you stand or remain standing.

Secondly, with great power comes great
responsibility. The power I am talking about
arises in both numbers and financial
capability . How many of you actually know
how many international students there are
in Australia? Imagine if we could all sign a
petition to the Federal Government raising
some concerns we have with our visa
conditions. We would actually be raising our
voices together as one unit. Alas I can only
wish, for without daring to find out for
yourself we will never find out. I will leave
it up to you to do the calculations and
imagine the possibilities we are wasting
away because our fees have been paid and
our visas sorted. In regard to finances I
would seek to comment that perhaps we
underestimate the power we have
financially . I know that some of you can
regurgitate the billions we contribute to
the Australian economy. But the more
fascinating concept is actually how much
of your money, is being put back into your
education and how much you are
contributing to the welfare of your fellow
international students.  I mean lets face it,
if my class mate for the past seven years is
about to be sent home for not paying some
final semester fee or two should I sit and
be content with the fact that my fees are
paid and I am safe? Remember:

First they came for the communists,
and I did not speak out—because I was not
a communist;
Then they came for the socialists,
and I did not speak out—because I was not
a socialist;
Then they came for the trade unionists,
and I did not speak out— because I was
not a trade unionist;
Then they came for the Jews,
and I did not speak out— because I was
not a Jew;
Then they came for me—
and there was no one left to speak out for
me.

Martin Niemöller, 1946

University life has been exciting as well as
challenging. I have met a lot of students
and people in various positions in the
University and the community at large. I
wish to take this opportunity to thank them
all for assisting in shaping the future of
international students in this University . May
your contributions continue to better our
cause. The essence of this article is that
we all have responsibilities. I understand
that some will only want to study , but I
suggest that before you get comfortable you
should seek to find out how much better it
could be. This is not impossible as all it
takes is talking to an OSA representative
(this is what they are there for) as a first
step. As I am keen on inspiring a few and
challenging the minds of you all; remember
that giving is ten times better than
receiving.

Have a thoughtful and exiting time
wherever you go.

Victor Otieno Asoyo.

Messages
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Two years ago I arrived in Adelaide to
pursue a Bachelors degree in Finance. From
the start I was flooded with work and I
found it extremely hard to keep up.
Thankfully my brother K ishan, who was
here at the time studying for his degree in
Economics, helped me learn to manage my
time between studies and social
life. P rioritisation is the key . By
setting my priorities and working
hard I have progressed in my
studies each semester, and my
achievements have brought me
great satisfaction.

I left Sri Lanka with the intention
of attaining the degree and flying back
home. To my surprise there was more to
be gained than just a degree, such as
leadership skills, communication skills and
socialising skills. Back in Sri Lanka I didn’t
socialize much for various reasons. The
mixture of cultures that exists in Australia
amazed me and I have developed an
interest in discovering different cultures and
their way of living. Over the past two years
I made a lot of friends from different
countries and cultural backgrounds.  At first
many of them couldn’t understand my
accent, but gradually I have learnt to
overcome this challenge.

In my first year , I joined the AUSLSA
(Adelaide University Sri Lankan Students’
Association) and was appointed as the
Treasurer. I gladly accepted this position,
having gained the experience from my
years at school. The AUSLSA organized quite

a few events, such as a B.B.Q, Sri Lanka
New Year, Dance Night, and Dinner Night,
which were successful. This helped me learn
to work within a team and integrate ideas
from different people, thus brushing up on
my leadership skills.
The following year I ran for the post of

President of the Overseas
Students’ Association, and to my
surprise I got elected!! From that
moment on, it has been a difficult,
yet exciting, walk for me. As
president, I shall endeavour to
address queries and concerns of
international students, and help
them in any little way I can. OSA

has quite a few events in store for the near
future, such as O-week, O-camp, M-week
etc. with which I hope to bridge the
cultural gaps that may exist among the
international students. My main objective
is to get international students more
involved in the OSA events, so that they
can make as many friends as I have and enjoy
their stay in Adelaide.

This journey I have begun is not my journey ,
but our journey , to make this year an
exciting and fun- filled year . So don’t
be shy come and join the fun…

Soshan Joseph Peiris
OSA President 2003/2004

From the In-Coming President

Messages
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On the 16th of September 2003, the Overseas Students’ Association held elections for the
various posts available within the Council. At the Annual General Meeting held later that
evening, the following students were elected:

Ladies and Gentlemen...The 2003/04 OSA Council

President: Soshan Joseph P eiris (Sri
Lanka), 2nd Year Finance
A hard working yet fun-loving student,
Soshan is committed to carry out his
responsibility, among others, of being the
spokesperson for the OSA, and thus be of
service to the international student
community.

Vice-President :  Sarah Harris (Malaysia),
3rd  Year Electrical and   Electronic
Engineering
An expert in systematic coordination and
organization of events, Sarah has put in
more than two years of dedicated service
to international students through various
positions, prior to being elected Vice-
President of the OSA.

General Secretary: Usha Joyr ama
(Malaysia), 2nd Year Law/Commerce
Elected for the second term as General
Secretary, Usha shows great amounts of
diligence in making sure that the minutes
of each Council meeting reaches the Council
members on time. She is also responsible
for preparing annual budget submissions to

the Adelaide University Union.

Assistant General Secretary: Doreen Eng
(Malaysia), 2nd Year   Commerce
A first-time member of the OSA Council,
Doreen is very enthusiastic about serving
the international student community . She
is mostly involved in the arduous of
organizing sponsorships of various events,
a task which she has approached with
confidence and zest.

Education & Welfare Officer: Melissa
Liew (Singapore), 3rd Year   Engineering
Melissa has been associated with the
Education and Welfare department of the
OSA for the second year running, hence
showing her commitment to improving the
welfare of international students.

Activ ities Officer: Nikhil Goroor V asuki
(India), 2 nd Year Finance
This guy happens to be, well, me!! This
position has been very challenging to live
up to, but is a lot easier and fun when I get
to work with a great bunch of people (who
do all the thinking for me).

11
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Media Officer : Kasumi Takeda (Japan), 1st

Year International Studies
A talented and creative student, Kasumi has
always been a step ahead of time when it
comes to designing advertisements within
a short time.  Kasumi invests a lot of energy
and effort into the OSA.

Research Officer: Belinda St.John-Ives
(New Zealand)
Joining us from neighbouring New Zealand
is Belinda. Her role is to provide research
and project assistance to the OSA. She’s
also in charge of updating all international
students about various happenings that are
relevant to the international students.

Education and Welfare Standing
Committee:
Derrick Leong (Singapore), 3rd Year
Engineering
Niva Nair
And others to be announced

Activ ities Standing Committee:
Hwa Yeng (Eve) Chang (Malaysia), 2nd Year
Commerce
Pei Jiuan (Emily) Soo (Malaysia), 2nd Year
Commerce

Sio Lin (Phoebe) Lim (Malaysia), 2nd Year
Commerce
Nadia Mazlan (Malaysia), 2nd Year
Commerce
Noor Azree Nordin (Malaysia), 1st Year
Engineering

Media Standing Committee:
Susann Henschel (Germany) , 1 st Year
Biomedical Science
Aizuddin Khalid (Malaysia) , 1 st Year
Petroleum Engineering
Josey Areza Mohammed Johan (Malaysia),
1st Year Engineering
Maliek Anthony De Alwis (Sri Lanka), 2nd

Year Economics
Wenke Wilhelms (Germany), Study Abroad
– Asian Studies

Anyway, it’ s time for me to sign out. All of
hope to get to know each and every one
of you in due course. Hope you have a great
time in Adelaide. Au revoir, auf
wiedersehen, phir milenge, see ya later ,
mates!!!

Nikhil Goroor V asuki
OSA Activ ities Officer 2003/04

Messages

12



OSA Yearbook

Adelaide. Why did I come here in the first
place? Oh, yes, to study. As if I don’t have
anything else to do in my life (1991 till 2002
wasn’t enough?). I am one of the lucky
students in my country to secure the
Petronas Scholarship to go to Australia to
complete my tertiary education. When I first
came to Adelaide, my feelings were mixed
- between anxiety and regret of leaving the
comfort of my home country , Malaysia. I
understand it clearly enough to know that
here in Adelaide I have to fend for myself
almost entirely . You see, even if I study far
away from home back in Malaysia, as long
as I am within
the nation’ s
boundaries, I
know my
parents can
come to my
aid almost instantly if I need them. Not the
case here, though. On my first day here,
when everybody else was retiring in their
new bedroom, I was blanketing myself in
the comforter and was literally screaming
out of anger to myself for not being brave
enough to tell my parents and my sponsor
that I didn’t want to leave Malaysia and study
abroad. I’m serious. It really happened,
regardless of the fact that I actually looked
forward to the first day in Australia when I
was still in Malaysia doing my foundation
course. Well, what could I do, right? I
showed a brave face to my friends, not really
knowing what they were thinking at that
time: Could it possibly be that they felt

the same as me?
I have duly
attended to my
duty everyday,
ever since –
study. In the
first few
months I cooked
proper food for
the first time,
here in
Adelaide, and
was praised for
it; I made
friends with
non-Asians for the first time, here in
Adelaide, and share their thoughts; I paid
my own phone bills; cleaned my own
refrigerator; made many vital decisions
myself; and even corresponded with the
authorities myself, for the first time in my
life, here in Adelaide. So, how is life so
far?  I am writing this article a few weeks
before I am due to go back to my home
country for the summer holiday . After eight
months in Adelaide, things aren’t that bad
after all. Most importantly , here in Adelaide,
I gain a lot: not merely an education, but
also maturity to face the real world when I
finish my study (which I hope is soooon).
To the newcomers to Adelaide, I promise a
lifetime’ s experience to you. Thank you.

Lufti Abbas Bidin.

in Adelaide I have to
fend for myself
almost entirely

Impressions

A Stranger in a Strange Land
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Colombia

Bogota

I come from a city with about 7 million
people choking the streets: Bogota, the
capital of Colombia; in comparison Adelaide
offers a nice quiet atmosphere, open sky ,
lots of green areas and an easy-going way
of life.

In Colombia we have all kinds of
weather, all year round: you can
choose what kind of temperature
you would like each day, take a
drive and enjoy it. In that
sense, it has been interesting
for me noting how the seasons
are in Adelaide. I knew that
when I arrived it would be
winter, and that I should be
prepared for the cold
temperatures, but I was still
surprised to see a clean sky and the
sun shining at noon, but so low in the
horizon.  After having had, all my life, the
sun overhead in the zenith, I felt like I was
on another planet. Also the warm (and cold)
spells this spring are something that still
surprises me, not forgetting how quickly
the sky changes from clear to overcast or
the other way around.  I never get tired of
looking at the sky, (especially on laundry
day).

I have also been very impressed with how
tough Australians are. In the middle of
winter in the cold street, a lot of blokes
and sheilas were walking around,
comfortably , in slippers, shorts and t-shirts,

while I was wondering if I should wear yet
another jacket to keep me warm, and that
considering that I come from a “cold city”…

The wildlife in the streets never ceases to
amaze me:  Bright coloured parrots in the

streets, sea gulls in North Terrace, possums
crossing Portrush road, ducks and
ducklings by the Student Centre.  I am

starting to wonder if kangaroos will appear
in Rundle Mall one of these days.  Early in

the mornings, it is very refreshing to
be woken up by a choir of
different birds.

The University has been
another interesting surprise:
the contrast of old looking

buildings with modern equipment
inside; the availability of computers
everywhere; the network systems
that allow me to check my files in

Roseworthy, Waite or North Terrace;
and how can I access so many library
services from any terminal.  In my country
we are just beginning to work with the
systems that the University is already
improving. The freedom of choice in the
courses/subjects I have found so different
from Colombia where there are fixed lists
of subjects that must be taken each
semester during the 10 semesters of a
normal University degree.  For many
Colombians, to get a university degree in
Adelaide would seem rather easy and fast.

Impressions of a F oreign Student

Impressions
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The multicultural aspect of the university I
have found very rich, I still have to learn
to say good day in at least two other
languages, I only know how to, now , in
Mandarin Chinese, German, French, and
that curious dialect: Australian.
The diverse and tolerant environment helps
you to feel welcome. Some of you may
know that Colombia is usually regarded as
a drug trafficking country , and in other parts
of the world we Colombians face
sometimes-impolite questions, not-very-
nice comments and not-very-funny jokes
either, but here everybody has been eager
to listen and learn the good things about
my country, with an open mind and a
friendly smile.  I have been very happy to
tell everyone how wonderful, in many
aspects, Colombia is; I think I already have
a list of friends that would like to visit.

Overall, I am very happy with my decision
to come to the University and Adelaide.  I
feel commitment and goodwill on the part
of my lecturers and all the University
employees, and Adelaide is a quiet, and at
the same time, exciting city .  I have heard
that some consider Adelaide “boring” in
comparison to Sydney or Melbourne, but I
have seen everything a modern city should
offer, plus more green, and a peaceful
environment, with a University that I am
becoming very fond of.

Alek Moreno,  P ostgraduate Agricultur al
Business, 1st semester

So U Wanna Piece Of Me?

Once upon a time, there was this young
kid studying in high school. The kid dreamt
of studying Medicine overseas, most likely
somewhere that had snow. What he had in
mind for university life was sipping hot
chocolate from his favourite mug and having
a break from studying all of those difficult
Medical subjects while watching the snow
falling outside his window .

Back in the real world, the kid’ s dream did
come true. Well 1 out of 3 isn’t bad (even
though it can be calculated as a fail; 33.3%).
The kid is now studying overseas. But he

Impressions
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didn’t study Medicine, the place the kid is
studying doesn’t have snow and he would
prefer drinking mocha instead of hot
chocolate. For those of you that didn’t
manage to figure it out, the kid is me, 5
years ago. Back then the thought of studying
overseas was overwhelming. All that my
naive mind could think was studying hard,
snow and having some relationship with
some pretty gal; kudos to everyone in the
television industry for putting all of those
images into the suggestive minds of little
kids.

With those images in my mind, I enrolled
myself for university . Very quickly I realised
that the images weren’t a good
representation of the real university life.
What is not included in the images are;
money or lack of it, opening up letters only
to find an outstanding bill, the struggle of
coping with due dates and the difficulties

of forming a relationship (There maybe
more important facts that they left out than
this, but that’ s all I can think of right now!).
I ought to send letter of complaint to the
television executives about this, but I
would think adding all of this in wouldn’t
make good television.

I would say that while studying in university ,
I am at a transition state in my life. It’ s
post-teenage years and pre-adulthood;
depending on which way you like to view
it. You spend time thinking about your
studies, assignments, reports, and anything
in between, like in school and at the same
time you think about money , bills and what
to wear tomorrow like in real life. W ell,
maybe not what to wear , but I think making
a fashion statement is quite important in
real life.

I have fond memories of my life during the
university period. I have made a lot of
friends from all over the world. I have
learnt to cook, because eating out can be
very expensive and it’ s quite difficult to
get the food I want. If my life-plan doesn’t
go well, I can always become a chef (I am
not saying that am a good cook, but that
my back-up plan). I learnt how to take care
of cars; in fact I owned 4 cars during my
university years. I’ve tried to form a
relationship, which has resulted in many
heartbreaks.

As I count my remaining university days, I

Impressions
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Before I came here there was no Adelaide
on my world map. I had never heard of
such a place in Australia. Luckily I have the
opportunity to study here in Adelaide
University. Because of my trouble in
speaking English, I was afraid that I was
not good enough to have an Aussie as a
friend. Who would have thought that on

Impressions

can’t help thinking of things that I should
or shouldn’t have done. Surely there will
be some regrets, but it is all part of learning
in life. University is not all dark and gloom;
there are many colourful moments as well.
The question remains; How will the world
treat me?

P.S. – While in university, I learnt some
engineering stuff as well

Kamal

Life in Adelaide

my first day at Uni I met
Charger who helps me a lot
in understanding the
Adelaide, so called, rules. He
even taught me ‘no worries’
instead of no problem. It’ s
funny that such a small word
can get me closer to the
culture here. Since then I
have been adding to my non-
Malay friends as much as I can
and trying to learn from
them. Then I heard about
OSA, an association for
international students. It was
interesting to know that there
is an association that looks
after the welfare of
international students. All in

all, life in Adelaide has been challenging
and fun for me. To other international
students, welcome to Adelaide and have a
pleasant life here.

Josey Areza Mohamad Johan
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Perth
Perth is the capital of W estern
Australia: a modern and vibrant
city, beautifully situated on the west bank of the Swan River .
Close to beaches, parks and gardens, you will find many
interesting and exciting places around P erth. For example
pay a visit to K ings Park, which offers a great city overview
and beautiful gardens. Or go to P erth Mint and discover the
history about the gold rush that begun in the 1890’ s. Don’t
miss seeing the glowing phenomena of gold ingot creation!
The Fremantle Markets are another nice attraction, situated
southwest of Perth city; they offer genuine Aboriginal
handcrafted art and the tastes of appetizing international

food. While in Fremantle, go to
the harbour for the freshest fish
markets ever and a nice
atmosphere. Rottnest Island is
probably best suited for the
adventurous one, offering nice
beaches and crystal clear water,
together with lots of sporting
activities.
Dennis Waldholm, Sweden

Kangaroo Island
I used a couple of days of the mid semester break,
(only a couple, I had a lot of assignments to catch
up on), to visit Kangaroo Island. After an early , and
rather boring start, on the bus to Cape Jervis, things
got pretty exciting on the ferry . The sea was a bit
rough, and for a few moments the ferry was moving
like a roller coaster . Luckily, I did not get seasick
and was able to go onto the upper deck to enjoy the
view. Once we set foot on Kangaroo Island, things
got really interesting. There are plenty of things to
do and places to visit, like “Little Sahara” where
the picture is taken. It was very surprising to see
these huge sand dunes in the middle of the island
surrounded by vegetation. That was one of the things
that made me really feel like I was on another planet.
Overall, the sense of remoteness and isolation, and
the remarkable places on Kangaroo Island, made
this a trip to remember .
Alek Moreno, Colombia

A Trip of Contr ast – The Outback
My trip to the Outback followed a three-day stay in Sydney . The contrast
could not have been bigger! First of all, there was the July heat in the
middle of Australia, which made me feel comfortable and ready for the
discovery of my life. I was so excited that even the insig-
nificant town of Alice Springs was able to surprise me with
its interesting Botanic Garden and its almost awesome view
over the “city”. However , the next day with destination
Ayers Rock (or Uluru, as I learned to call it), proved to be
far more stunning. The nearly endless drive on straight
asphalt roads with nothing on either sides other than a few
bushes and a couple of cars passing by was an experience
you cannot have in good old Europe. It was
exactly the experience I was expecting, but
never ever could I have imagined the feel-
ing of actually being there. I thought I would
feel lost and lonely , but with the existence
of road signs and service stations, in my
mind I felt just great. Then, suddenly, the
shape of Uluru appeared on my left hand
side. I stopped the car , took photos, drove
on and realised a hundred kilometres after
that it was not the biggest attraction of the Outback but Mount Connor ,
a similar rock in the middle of nowhere. Around noon, and after many
years of dreams about seeing the monolith, I finally got there! The
arrival definitely belongs to those
moments that give you goose pim-
ples, and I spent the rest of the
day adoring, touching, and explor-
ing the rock what I will never for-
get.
Katja Drappatz, Germany
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Falls Creek
I was at Falls Creek for the 2003 winter holidays. It’ s a pretty
cool skiing village with lots of activities to do. One can choose
from skiing and snowboarding and outdoor camping for those
who want to go the distance. I was there for about a week and
had lots of fun. When it snowed at night, we would have snow-
ball fights with the opposite lodges. For those who are inter-
ested, book early to get rooms at a cheaper price (six months in
advance). The food they served at the lodge I stayed in was
excellent. Just remember to bring waterproof clothes...
Justin Gan, Malaysia

The Great Ocean Road
It was about two years ago that I went on a mini bus tour that departed from

Adelaide to Melbourne for a journey of one night and two days. The tour covered the Grampians, that is one of
national parks, and the Great Ocean Road, which is one of the ‘Must visit places’  in Australia. The Grampians
National Park was huge, and untouched nature was still there. Interestingly , there was tropical rain forest and a
tropical climate inside the park. One step into the forest, and it was a totally different world and I didn’t feel I was
in Australia. When the bus arrived on the Great Ocean Road, it was very changeable weather so I was hoping the rain
would stop for a while in order for me to ACTUALLY see the ‘Twelve Apostles’. Fortunately , the sun started coming
out of clouds. It was an impressive moment. Although I could count only ten, not twelve apostles, I felt very satisfied
and I had almost fulfilled my expectations of the holiday . Over all, the weather was not good and it was a short day
tour however, it was very a memorable travel experience for me. I would like to visit the place again.
Fumie Hirose, Japan

Melbourne
One of my most memorable experiences in
Australia: a nine-day, eight-night, trip to Mel-
bourne in July ’02 with two other friends.
We stayed in my friend’ s accommodation, at
the University of Melbourne-owned hostel,
called ‘College House’. We travelled to Mel-
bourne by bus, a
dreadful trip,
which took

around ten hours from Adelaide. That was
pretty bad!!! W ell, we went to many places,
for example, Phillip Island (to see the world’ s
smallest Penguins; very cute in fact!), Great
Ocean Road (to see the world’ s most scenic
road through an extended area; awesome
and it took us almost a day to W anarmbool),
Mount Buller (Victoria’ s best downhill skiing
and snowboarding mountain; it was my first
time to touch snow & ski, I got many bruises
all around my legs!), and some other local
tourist spots; They included St. Kilda Beach, Victoria Market, the City ,
Box Hill, University of Melbourne, and lots more. Overall, the trip was
very enjoyable, but if I were to choose between Melbourne and Ad-
elaide. I would prefer Adelaide! Also, I’d spent less than what I’d ex-
pected, partly because I was staying at my friend’ s house. An economi-
cal alternative! The City is beautiful, you could see trams (green in
colour) all around the main roads, and you might notice that there are
no buses in the City.
Doreen Ho, Malaysia
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I chose Australia because for Europeans like me, it seems like paradise. The summers are
very long, the beaches are beautiful and the sunsets look as kitsch as in the  movies.
After the  cold winter , even the spring is able to satisfy your appetite for sunshine.
Other incentives are the size of the country with its various fabulous scenery . Travelling
around and discovering different landscapes is exciting. Everybody from overseas knows
the Outback and Alice Springs, the Gold Coast, and Sydney with its very popular opera
house. However, some people come to Australia because of its unique animals. Kanga-
roos, koalas and wallabies can be observed and sometimes even stroked. My boyfriend
Alexander and  I only came here in July . That is why we have not had enough time to
travel around. W e just visited the Barossa Valley, which is such a nice area. For us, it
was so surprising to see all the vineyards and next to them there were orange trees and
other exotic plants. W e are not used to seeing orange or lime trees. It was beautiful and
we took a lot of photos. In sum, I like Australia very much and hope you will enjoy your
stay in Adelaide as well!
Wenke

Why do w e stud y in Australia?
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Ten things y ou wish y ou’d kno wn...

Well, different countries different habits?
Didn’t you sometimes, especially in the first
weeks after you arrived in Adelaide, think
things like: ‘what the…?’ ‘No, this must be
a joke…’
So what should you have known for
successful survival in lovely Adelaide? Well,…

Never, ever try to go out in Adelaide on
a Sunday, Monday or Tuesday – you won’t
find a party!
Never rely on public transport on the
weekend, rather be sporty & walk, it’ll
take less time.
…had a hard day at Uni? Wanna go shop-
ping for a change? Well, bad luck L
remember? You are in Australia and shops
close @ 5pm.
Welcome to the land of freebies and
vouchers! There is always chance to get
a good bargain & massive discounts.
You thought your home country had bad
TV commercials and it couldn’t get
worse? Watch out! …and if you lived a
budget-friendly household which had
free-to-air TV and wanted to stay
informed about what’ s going on in the
world with Sandra Sully & Co. , you
might have found out  Australians have
quite different priorities when it comes
to what’ s really important and has to
be discussed in detail…yes, it’s 90% about
the latest cricket, footy or rugby match,
then maybe 9% on the thrilling local
news, like on the water quality of the
River Murray or other really important

things…and oh yes not that the rest of
the world outside of Australia is ignored,
there’ s still 1% left!
You think getting soaked and watching
a movie is a weird combination? Noth-
ing is impossible! Just visit the open-
air cinema nights run by our uni on the
lawns and be prepared…somebody
might just accidentally switch on the
sprinklers.
Food: after a while you really appreci-
ate Asian food places, because what
Australians proudly imported as British
cuisine, well…it totally ignores the
existence of salt or any spice that would
give some taste to the food.
You are a big R&B fan? Congratulations,
you have chosen the right place to be,
because Adelaide’s clubs basically vary
from R&B to R&B. You like other music?
...oh, you might have a slight problem
or just start your own band!
Who the hell spread the roomer kanga-
roos are cute? Go & convince yourself
in one of the national parks...but don’t
be disappointed, we warned you!
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The Questions
1. Are you afraid of graduating?
2. What is the best part of
graduating?
3. How often do you use Aussie
words?
4. What is your opinion of
vegemite? Kangaroo meat?
5. What do you wish someone
had told you when you first
arrived here?
6. Any words of wisdom?
7. What do you miss most
about home?
8. What about the Aussie
lifestyle do you love?
9. What is your favourite footy
team?

Lim Koko Srong,
Malaysia, B-Com and
Finance
1. Yes, because I am
scared of getting job in
my home country
2. The moment we get
the certificate
3. I don’t really use
Aussie words.  I think
the words I use the most  “no worries!”
4. I have no opinion
5. I guess accommodation is the most
important thing!
6. - “Socialize!”  “R elax!”
7. My family.  This is my first time to be away
from my family .
8. BBQ
9. I don’t have any .  I don’t like to watch AFL.
I am not really sure how they play .

Graduating Students Tell All

Kua Chee, Malaysia, Dental Surgery
1, Nope, I am not afraid of graduating.  I just can’t wait to go home!  W ork??
Hmmm, 50 – 50.  Someone told me that there are 2 kinds of people in the world-
one that wants to get comfortable, one that wants to get better .  It depends on
where you belong to; then that will change your perception of work. Marriage?? –
Yes, extremely afraid!!
2. The graduation itself, the taste of freedom
3. My golly!!!
4, Vegemite is like peanut butter is to the USA, but you gotta have bread.
Kangaroo?? If prepared well enough, it is delicious, he he he.
5. Beware of Adelaide water!!
6. to new students – Beware of Adelaide water!
    To continuing students – Boil your water or buy a filter!
7. Real loved ones
8. BBQ, Yups!!
    Pubcrawls – it’ s fun to get stoned!
    Skirmish – it’s fun to shoot friends!
9. God Adelaide Crows!

Impressions
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Nancy Scoleri, New Caledonia, Science and Chemistry
1. No, why should I be afraid? I am doing honours next
year.
2. To know that you finished three years of studies and
recognition for the degree.
3. Just average. I often use ‘mate’ and ‘cheers!’
4. I don’t like vegemite. I hate the taste!! I haven’t tried
kangaroo yet.  I don’t want to ….
5. “W elcome to Adelaide!”, Nobody said that to me….
6. “W elcome to Adelaide!!”,
    “Good Luck!”
7. The weather.  Here it’ s cold…
8. BBQ – just okay…….Pubcrawl – It’s okay…….Skirmish – it’s okay!
9. Port Adelaide!!!

Lee Ne, Chai, Malaysia
1. I am afraid of the change of weather and lifestyle… I
want to go home because I am homesick.
4. I don’t really like vegemite.  I don’t like its taste…
6. We NEED to study smart and hard.  Understanding is
important!!
7. I miss my family and food.

Victor Otieno Asoyo, Kenya, Science and Law
1. Not at all

-work? Definitely not at all
-future? Absolutely maybe
-marriage? You bet not
-going home? No bloody way
-living with parents again? Not even going there.

2. Get out of uni, no more assignments
3. Very often.  I use stretch a lot even Bonza
4. Vegemite is crap, Kangaroo hops too much on the plate
5. The doors on the old buses are not automatic
6. - Forget uni, enjoy your studies
    - Move on, forget studies, enjoy uni
7. Mum’s cooking and the weather
8. None of these but I enjoy football and the cricket.
9. Go the Crows!!!

Impressions
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Samuel Liew, Malaysia, Commerce
1. Just worried about finding
employment back home and the
future.  Is it what I really want to be
for the rest of my life??
2. No more assignments and studies!
3. Quite often, sometimes
unintentionally “G’Day Mate!”
4. Yuk, it’ s dog food… Kangaroo, tough
meat!
5. That Adelaide is dead after 5pm!
6. - Don’t try to convert the ….
    -  Get a job!
7. Food!
8. Outback and surfing
9. No thank you!

Yvonne Chow, Malaysia, Commerce and Finance
1. I guess the greatest fear of graduating is not being
sure of the future.
2. You are free from EXAMS!!!!!
3. I guess, “Hi, How are you?”  I think it’ s the dumbest
phrase to use when you greet others, but I still use it.
4. Never did like vegemite or kangaroo.
5. Adelaide is a VERY quiet place.
6. Get occupied with upbeat activities!!
7. Having supper anytime, anywhere
8. Nothing
9. None

Impressions
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The Questions
1. Are you afraid of graduating?
2. What is the best part of
graduating?
3. How often do you use Aussie
words?
4. What is your opinion of
vegemite? Kangaroo meat?
5. What do you wish someone
had told you when you first
arrived here?
6. Any words of wisdom?
7. What do you miss most
about home?
8. What about the Aussie
lifestyle do you love?
9. What is your favourite footy
team?



OSA Yearbook

Thomas Kee, Malaysia, Mechanical Engineering
1. Nope, probably just a bit vague about what my future
will be like (laugh)  And I can’t want to get married.
Hopefully I can go home soon because I miss home, the
food, my family and all that.
2. you get to go into the OSA yearbook??  I don’t know…
3. Almost everyday…mate, reckon I use “cheers” heaps.
4. One is an Australian icon, the other is road kill (laugh)
5. “W ould you like a million dollars??”  Oh, you mean
seriously?  “Would you like a million dollars?”
6. - mingle around and get many many friends.
    - get assignment
7. every f***ing thing!!
8. I love the way people lie down on grass.  U don’t lie on grass in Malaysia.  You
will get burns and lots of insects, feasting on you.
9. (right hand raised) P ort Power!!!!

Impressions
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Hafiz Rashid, Malaysia, Mechanical
Engineering
1. No fears at all!!
2. Taking photo with friends and throw
the “hat” in the air!
3. I use “Cheers” and “T ake it easy mate”
very often
4. Vegemite sucks….Kangaroo….
5. Check out Aussie chicks
6. To both, “Experience life as much as
you can!”
7. Food and late night movies!
8. BBQ and laidback
9. Port Adelaide!!

Nizam and Hafiz
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Kamal Muhajir Kamamdin, Malaysia,
Chemical Engineering
1. I am afraid of becoming a drone in
the system with a routine lifestyle.
2. No need to attend anymore lectures
or do any assignments.
3. As much as possible
4. I don’t know how people can eat
vegemite.  Kangaroos are cute.  I ran
over one once.
5. They don’t have hoses in toilets!
6. For both, “enjoy your uni life!”
7. family , food and money!
8. - BBQ, you can never have enough
BBQ
    - Pubcrawl, Don’t drink and drive
    - Skirmish, Gimme your best shot!!
9. We are the mighty Adelaide Crows!!

Impressions
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Asad Nasir – Saudi Arabia, Bachelor
of Engineering
1. Afraid of work, but nothing else
really
2. No more studying
3. Almost daily in regular conversation.
Cheers is what I use the most
4. Hate vegemite. Haven’t tried

Kangaroo
5. “Change your sleeping habits!”
6. Hang in there. It usually comes to an
end in most cases
7. People
8. BBQ definitely, and rugby as well
9. None

Husam Seif, Kamal, Asad
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Soke Ling, Wong, Malaysia
1. I don’t know where to work… plus
I don’t want to leave because I
accustomed to the people and
lifestyle here.
4. I don’t fancy vegemite, it’ s too
salty.   I touched a kangaroo in
Wildlife park!!  I didn’t eat it.
6. Have time to study , and for fun
too!!
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The Questions
1. Are you afraid of graduating?
2. What is the best part of
graduating?
3. How often do you use Aussie
words?
4. What is your opinion of
vegemite? Kangaroo meat?
5. What do you wish someone
had told you when you first
arrived here?
6. Any words of wisdom?
7. What do you miss most
about home?
8. What about the Aussie
lifestyle do you love?
9. What is your favourite footy
team?
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Lim Lay Min – Bachelor of Commerce (Corporate Finance )
1. Yes, work – don’t know my planning can succeed or not
2. Can go home, find a job in my country
3. I think only one
When people ask how are you, if last time usually I’ll say no
bad but now I’ve changed to ‘good’
4. I don’t like vegemite, Kangaroo – present Australia
5. Welcome to Adelaide University, Australia
6. You’ve to be hardworking
7. Foods & Friends
8. Nothing
9. No

Yonatan Gsemay - Sweden
Environmental Studies
1. No, I’m very happy
2. Every ending is a new beginning
3. Very often
4. I don’t like vegemite, however , I
do like Kangaroo, very nice animal
Kangaroo – present Australia
6. Adelaide is a very nice place to
study
7. My family
8. BBQ
9. Power

Loup Sim Pham – Malaysia,
Bachelor of Commerce
1. No, going home
2. Get my degree
3. rarely
4. Vegemite- Yuck! Kangaroo-
Cute!
5. Enjoy yourself here
6. It’ s a great place to study
    - work hard!
7. Family, friends
8. BBQ
9. Brisbane Lion

Impressions
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Camie Campbell –Minnesota, USA
1. I really don’t want to go home!
Minnesota can’t hold a candle to
Australia
2. I suppose I am excited to be able to
get a 20 oz. Cup of coffee for 80 cents
3. No worries!
4. The only time that I ate vegemite I

put too much on my toast. I’ve
been scared ever since

5. Contrary to popular belief, South
Australia does get cold and wet!
8. The relaxed one!
9. Crows

Mohara Ray – Singapore, Bachelor of
Environmental Studies

1&2. Glad no more essays, exams. I
will get in touch with old friends
3. 20 times. Cheers mate, heaps, ta
4. Vegemite- disgusting, foul.
Kangaroo, love it – stir fry with chilli
5. The education system is very
relaxed, so you have to be
independent. It is difficult to make
friends and it can be depressing.
6.  Be independent, be focused and
organised, plan, plan, plan.
7. Family, friends, food. I ask my mum
to send food through post
8. BBQ, drinks, alcohol is so cheep
here, 2-3 times cheaper than back
home, festivals
9. Adelaide Crows
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The Questions
1. Are you afraid of graduating?
2. What is the best part of graduating?
3. How often do you use Aussie words?
4. What is your opinion of vegemite?
Kangaroo meat?
5. What do you wish someone had told
you when you first arrived here?
6. Any words of wisdom?
7. What do you miss most about home?
8. What about the Aussie lifestyle do
you love?
9. What is your favourite footy team?
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OSA Activites

M-Weekly’s Special 2003 - Multicultur al Salad

Ingredients: Multicultural W eek is the highlight of the OSA activities calendar . It brings
together cultures from across the globe to celebrate their individual identities and roles
in making this world a more interesting place to live.

Thanx to Sarah and her highly motivated M-week team this year ’s Multicultural-W eek
was an overall success – the Barr Smith Lawn was full of craft- and food-stalls from India,
Malaysia, Ethiopia and heaps more – too bad for all those people who where on a diet
those days…J , but that’ s of course not all! Every day there were various live on-stage
performances of traditional dances, music...and those people who still successfully ignored
M-week were merciless hunted down by weird people carrying boxes full of lollies and
asking Multicultural-Quiz-questions! Guys….no, the main export product of Columbia is
NOT drugs – its coffee! And the holy animal in Hinduism is not the Elephant!!!!

So basically there was no chance to escape from M-Week! For people with more sporty
ambitions and a fighting spirit there was the opportunity to get really dirty and muddy
all over in a Tug-of-War on the soggy lawns or to participate in a Mexican piñata, which
is a game where you are blindfolded and have to hit with a stick an object filled with
sweets hung up in the air – well sounds easy, but some people were just too motivated
to hit the chilli and were sort of uncoordinated with all their energy: the tree in vicinity
suffered from major bruises and later in the game we almost ran out of sticks, because
they got all smashed, but luckily no people were injured).

So all in all lots of fun, lots of culture and of course salad J  !!!

Multicultural Week  Menu
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Peter Ball’ s  M-Week Speech

Peter Ball, the Director of the University’ s International Office delivered the following
speech for the opening of M-Week…..

I would like to thank the Overseas Students Association for inviting me to officially open
this years’  Multicultural W eek or M-Week as it is known.  I understand that this is the
tenth anniversary of this excellent event.

But what does the term Multiculturalism actually mean?  In Australia multiculturalism is
valuing the diversity of all our different cultures. While it is important for people from
different cultures to be proud of their own origins, it is equally important for them to
understand and to interact with each other , and value each others cultures. The Australian
Government has identified the single overwhelming theme of Multicultural Australia as
‘United in Diversity’ and emphasises that we should focus on what unites us, emphasising
common values and respect, rather than differences.

The University of Adelaide embraces these ideas as fundamental in the education of
those both local and international who will be our future leaders at the State, National
and International levels.

The University of Adelaide currently has 2,100 International Students studying onshore
here in Adelaide and another 500 studying Adelaide programs offshore in Hong Kong,
Singapore, Malaysia and China. Our international students come from over 80
different countries. Yes that’ s right over 80 different countries. The
largest group is still from Malaysia but there are now also
significant numbers from Singapore, Hong Kong, China,
The USA, Germany, Japan, Vietnam, India and Indonesia
to name but a few .  Please don’t get upset with me if I
haven’t mentioned your country!

The University of Adelaide has in fact been educating
International Students for over 50 years. For many
Adelaidians who were students 30 or 40 years ago
it was their first contact with people from other countries in
our region. This led to strong friendships and these
friendships and contacts have been extremely important in
developing links for the university initially in SEA but now all over
the world.
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These friendships have also been extremely important for developing business contacts
between Adelaide and the countries in our region.

International Students are a highly valued and integral part of our university community .
The further internationalisation of the university including the recruitment of international
students is regarded as critical to the future success of the university . This was clearly
and emphatically demonstrated at the recent Future Directions for the University R etreat
when the Vice-Chancellor announced at the conclusion of the retreat that he would be
advertising for a full-time P ro Vice-Chancellor (International) to lead the university
forward in the international arena. Up until now the position of PVC (I) has only been
part-time. So we will now have a full-time member of the university executive dedicated
to international activities.

Finally M-Week itself provides a point of celebration at Adelaide University of our diversity
– an opportunity for performances and displays by our international students who normally
spend most of their time studying (or I hope they do anyway!) and an opportunity for
other students and staff to enjoy the delicious food and great performances.

OSA Activites
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OSA Activities

If I were to ask somebody what happened
on the 31st of August, what would the reply
be? I guess if you are a Malaysian, like me,
you might say that the 31 st of August is
Malaysia’s Independence Day, and that
would be correct. However , something else
significant also happened on the 31 st of
August 2003. Therefore I will stop the ranting
about Malaysia’s Independence Day and
start talking about the OSA Cup instead!

This year 18 teams participated in the OSA
Cup. There were a few teams that missed
out due to a restriction in the number of
teams that could be accommodated in the
tournament. Heck! I did increase the
number of teams from 16 to 18 (am I not
generous?). I would say that most of the
teams participating were veterans of the
tournament, not that they consisted of old
people, but in that they had entered the
tournament in previous years. This year the
teams that participated were: Whatevers
(there were 2 different teams called
Whatever- some people have a lack of
imagination! Can’t they think of another
name?); The Climax; Raging Hormones,
(Good; climax and hormones in one place.
I can think of a similar situation!!!); last
years champion: The Nile Stars; The
Rooters; Miyagi Son; Pioline All-stars;
Malaysia Boleh; Blitz; Dynamo erm… (I
forgot the last part of the name!!! My
mistake) The Green; VISA F.C; The KOP;
Launch F.C; Bradford College; Nairobi F.C;
and AV2. There were teams representing

countries, such as Malaysia, Sudan, Iran,
Vietnam and Kenya and there were mixed-
nationality teams as well.

On the Thursday of 28th August 2003, the
representatives of every team attended the
briefing session in the OSA lounge. The
teams were informed about the tournament
structure, rules and regulations, and the
referee’ s duties. The draw for the pools
for the tournament was also held, with Mr .
Anthony Long being the independent person
to do the draw . Thank you Anthony! As for
the tournament structure, the 18 teams
were divided into 6 pools of 3. Two groups
were allocated to one field (3 fields were
used in the tournament) and the teams
played against the other teams in the pool.
The top 2 teams in each pool, (determined
by the point system: 3 for a win, 1 for draw
and 0 for a loss), then continued onto the
second round of the tournament. In the
second round, the team placed 1 st in a pool
played against the team placed 2 nd in another
pool and the winner advanced to the
quarterfinal rounds. Since there were 6
second-round matches that would
determine only 6 winners, the top 2 losing
teams also qualified for the quarterfinal
rounds. The top 2 losers were determined
by the goals difference, and goals scored
(It is a complex equation only understood
by me!!!). All the participating teams had
to officiate at least one match for other
teams by providing a referee and linesmen.

The OSA Soccer Cup
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The tournament was held at the North
Adelaide Aquatic Center, not in the actual
Aquatic Center, at the soccer grounds close
to the Aquatic Center. The same venue was
used for OSA Cup 2002. There were some
complaints about the use of the venue (it
wasn’t the best of grounds) and the lack of
goal net, but that was the only place
available on that date (Plus it was the
cheapest!!!). The official start time of the
tournament was 9.00 a.m. but due to some
un-avoided circumstances the tournament
had to start at 9.30 a.m. (Why didn’t anyone
remind me about getting the whistle? Again
my (my mistake) and the 2003 OSA Cup was
off!!!

After the pool rounds had finished, the
advancing teams to the second round were:
Whatever 2, The Climax, Raging Hormones,
The Nile Stars, Pioline All-stars, Malaysia
Boleh, Blitz, The Green, VISA F.C, The KOP,
Bradford college and Nairobi F.C. The
winning teams in the second round that
progressed to quarterfinal rounds were: The
Climax, The Nile Stars, The KOP, Raging
Hormones, Blitz and Pioline All-stars while
the top 2 losers (I wouldn’t really called
them losers, but it sounds fun) were:
Whatever 2 and Nairobi F.C. The teams that
qualified for the semifinal rounds were: The
Climax, The Nile Stars, The KOP and
Whatever 2. Do you realize I could have
summed up the whole tournament in just
one paragraph? I am not paid by the hour;
in fact, I’m not paid at all, so why should I
spend all my time doing all this stuff? I do it
to serve all of the international students at
University of Adelaide (Such a noble person
you are – Yoda)

The OSA Cup 2003 final was between The
Climax and The KOP. For everyone’ s
information, this was the second time they
met in an OSA Cup final. They were the
finalists in the OSA Cup 2001; where The
KOP won. So would history repeat itself? It
didn’t this time. The Climax won the OSA

Cup in the dim conditions of the Aquatic
Center (The final was held at 5.40 p.m.
Lucky they could still see each other!).
During the celebration I forgot the score!!!
I think it was 2-1. W ould someone refresh
my memory? The prizes were given out by
the Prez himself, Mr. Victor Asoyo (Is that
the correct spelling?). The whole
tournament finished around 6.00 p.m. I went
home a tired but relieved man that day
after finishing off a bowl of banana split.

Before I forget, there was a BBQ lunch
provided for the participating players and
supporters. I think I bought too many
sausages, as there are still half-full plastic
bags of them lying in my freezer .  The OSA
Cup 2003 did have some interesting
moments. Arguments with the referee and
the organizer were the norm. Before I finish

OSA Activities

36



OSA Yearbook

off this report (An unofficial one), I would
like to express my thanks and gratitude to
the people involved in OSA Cup 2003. Here
we go! First of all, I would like to thank
myself for a job well done (It doesn’t matter
what other people think. I bust my butt for
this!!!), to the ever helpful Mr . Anthony
Long for all of the advice, the P rez, Victor
for staying late and helping me out with
everything, the RO Belinda for doing all the
registration and being mean to the teams
that missed out, not! Mariam for helping
me with all the money related problem (I
wish she could help me pay my electricity
bill, all $200 of it!!!), Mr . Bo Wang for being
a good field marshal for the whole day ,
Sarah for being there, Diana, Alan, Kasumi,
Susann and all of the people who help out
with the BBQ, the OSA (I want my
reward!!!) and finally to all the teams that
participated in the OSA Cup. I would also
like to apologize for all of the mistakes,
and the bad stuff that I have made while
organizing the tournament, as I am just a
man. I just want to finish off with one quote
from a great person:

“Eat football, sleep football drink Coke”
-Malaysian Coca Cola advertisement for
World Cup 2000-

Kamal

New  Students’  Welcome

On the 19th  of September 2003, the
Overseas Students’ Association (OSA)
organized a party for the new international
students who commence their studies in
July. It was held as a welcoming party to
the new students and provided a chance
for them to get to know other international
students who study in Adelaide University.

At 5 pm, Equinox room was already filled
with students from various countries waiting
for the party to get started. Each of them
was given a sticker to write their name on
if they wished. The tags really helped,
especially when some of the names are
quite hard to pronounce.

The party kicked off with a speech from
the new OSA President, Shosan Peiris. He
gave a short speech thanking those who
came and expressing his hope that OSA can
be of help to all the international students
at the University .

It was a silent party at first until the
Activities Officer , Nikhil, brought in a radio
and played slow songs from the 80’s. It set
the mood for the students to start eating
and making new friends. Sandwiches and
soft drinks were served that night.

All in all, it was a great night and a great
opportunity for the new international
students to meet others and to get to know
more about Overseas Students’ Association.

Josey Areza Mohammad Johan

OSA Activities

37



Menegarie

Inter national Impressions

International Impressions is a formal dinner
that is held every year in September . This
year it was held on the 20 th September at
the Adelaide Festival Centre. It is tradition
that the event be hosted by one of the
international student organizations (ISOs) in
Adelaide; This year, 2003, being the FISA
Flinders University Student Association’s
turn.

A lot of international student attended this
special event. This event is seen as an event
that a final year student must attend. As
this event required people to wear formal
attire, all the students dress up; the ladies
were looking extremely stunning and the
gentleman looking gorgeous as well. This
night is also a night for the ladies and
gentleman to get together and have fun.
The night began with pre-
dinner drinks, where the
guests and VIPs mingled
around, taking photos. This
beautiful event will always
have something to go with
it – speeches. The Lord
Mayor and Erni (FISA
president) each gave a
short speech. There were
many performances that
night: the welcoming
Japanese drums were
played by Australians;
followed by Indian dance,
a solo singing performance,
flamenco dance and many

other traditional cultural performances. The
performances are a very good way to
introduce other traditional cultures to the
students. There were also raffles draw with
wonderful prizes. After the dinner ended,
the beautiful night continued with a dance
party with a variety of music- from jazz to
pop, from classical to modern. The DJ did
a wonderful job in bringing out the dance
spirit.

The effort of the committee in organizing
the event should be acknowledged, as they
put lots of time in it. It took about 5 months
to prepare the whole event and the
committee had their very first meeting in
early May. They sacrificed every Saturday
afternoon having long meetings filled with
laughs and tears. Special thanks to Erni, the

OSA Activities
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!!! STUDENTS !!!

WE TAKE CARE OF YOU
with:

Experienced & Friendly Service
Special Airfares to Asia

Rail & Bus Tickets
Customised Local Tour Packages

Contact :  YONG

GALA CTIC TRAVEL
22 Bank Street, Adelaide SA 5000
(located between North Terrace

& Hindley St opposite Railway Station)
Tel:  (08) 8212 7744
Fax: (08)82127556

Email: galatic@bigpond.net.au
Licence # TTA 175 150                 IATA
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FISA president, who was the person in
charge of this event, for being patient with
the committee. Those who were in the
committee, approximately 20 of them, you
know who you are, give yourself a big clap.
You are the best!!!

As the part of the events committee I
believe this was a very successful night and
all of the effort the committee put in has
been repaid. Hope everyone that attended
International Impressions was happy and
satisfied with the performances. On behalf
of the committee, I would like to apologize
about the stamp. As few people had
expensive dresses destroyed due to the ink.
If anything that you are not satisfied with,
feel free to give us your valuable advice.
Hope next year committee will even do
better and I wish you the best!!!

Emilie Pei Jiuan Soo
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Post Pizza EatingRe por t

OSA Activities

The pizza eating
competition was held on the 30 th  of May

2003, at 12.45pm. More than 100 people
participated in the event, and Barr Smith Lawns was

bustling with noise and cheers throughout the event.
The organizing of the competition was relatively easy . First, we

had to obtain pizza. This was done through Dominos’ Malvern. They
sponsored 30 pizzas and 32 pizzas were bought from them at the cost

price of $4. They could not deliver the pizzas, so we had to pick them up
in Malvern, on Unley road. We had quite an amount of vegetarian pizza as

this would compensate for the muslims, vegetarians, people who don’t eat
beef and so on. We decided to have 32 teams participating, where each team
would comprise of 3 team members. At first, to encourage girls to join, we
wanted each team to have at least one girl. This did not work out too well. So,
most participants were male. There was only one all-female team.The
competition was divided into 2 legs. Each leg had 16 teams in it. The 16 teams
were divided up into groups of four , with each group at a long table. The
winner of each group would then continue into the next round. The rules of the
competition are as follows:
1. The entire pizza must be consumed by only the three team members.
2. All the pizza must be eaten - ie - no wastage and you MUST eat the

crusts.
3. The winner of each heat is the team that consumes the entire

pizza first.
4. What goes down, must stay down. If you vomit, you lose.

5. No drinking whilst eating. You may drink between
rounds, but not whilst competing.

6. The two finalist teams must consume two
pizzas each for the final.

Sarah Harris
Activ ities Officer 2003
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This year’s O’camp wasn’t just called
‘Fiesta’  but was full of fiesta.  A total of
130 students attended the 2003 O’Camp.
Campers were treated to two and half days
of endless fun with a wide array of
international games and activities.  The
venue for the O’camp was at the
picturesque Red Shield Memorial Camp in
Victor Harbour.  The bus trip was short and
exciting with campers enjoying spectacular
views of the various vineyards, farms,
rolling hills and other delightful aspects of
the Fleurieau peninsula.  W e made a pit
stop at the Urimbirra National P ark, an open
range wildlife park, where campers met
native birds, mammals and reptiles.  W e
then proceeded to the camp venue for the
beginning of what turned out to be the best
O’camp ever; at least this is what the
feedback of campers indicate.  And for the
first time in the history of the OSA O’camp,
campers were allowed to visit a few
selected pubs.  This was one way of meeting
the locals; the turn out was huge, thus

indicating the popularity of the idea. On
the way back to Adelaide, we took a detour

to the Hardy’ s Tintara,
which is one of the
premier wineries in
McLaren Vale.  We had
the pleasure of
sampling local
delicacies and ofcourse
tasting the several
varieties of wine.  An

art gallery was also close by for the
artistically inclined.

The main objective of the event was to
create an opportunity for incoming
international students to make new friends,
share their experiences, have lots of fun,
and in the process benefit from first-hand
inter-cultural exchanges.  Analysis of the
feedback from campers indicates that the
above objectives were realised.

Augustine (Gus) Ochola
2003 OSA O’Camp Director

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO - Camp

OSA Activities
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The Overseas Students Association is famous
for its various activities that are held
throughout the year for the Adelaide
University students, international and local
alike. Every year
they try to challenge
the general
knowledge of the
students here. This
year was no
different. Quiz-nite
was drawing near!!

Free food , and
prizes for everyone
ensured a great
turnout, and I was among the crowd. After
rounding up a couple of friends, we decided
to prove to the world that our general
knowledge would win the major prize.

Once we stepped into the Eclipse function
room, we found out that we lacked 1
participant for our group, and we Malaysians
were introduced to Takeshi, a Japanese
dude who recently enrolled here. Little did

we know, he would later help us out a lot…

Turns out, the questions were not mainly
about Malaysia… hehehe… and difficult

questions regarding
Korea, Taiwan, and
other far-away
countries took the
main portion of the
questions. The only
member of our team
who could answer
these quiz questions
was Takeshi…

No surprise then that
we lost. Yeap, we the confident contestants
were put to shame by the film society of
Adelaide University.

Still, not all was lost, as PIZZA arrived; fresh
and hot. Just the thing to lift up our spirits.
All in all we had a great time, met new
people and learned weird and wacky facts
about the world.

The OSA Quiz Night

OSA Activities
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Test your Global Kno wledg e
The Quiz Questions from M-Week

1.  How do you say hello in Mandarin?
2. What is the capital of Norway?
3.  What colour symbolises death in China?
4.  What is the main export of Columbia?
5. What is the French-speaking province
of Canada?
6. What is Foie Gras- (it is eaten on
special occasions in France)?
7. Name the 4 most common languages
spoken in Malaysia?
8.  What is the main African language
spoken in Kenya?
9.  What does it mean in Japan if you
leave your chopsticks standing up in your
rice?
10.  Which ocean borders Africa to the
east?
11. Which city has the largest population
of Greeks outside Greece?
12.  Which Greek island was ruled by
women in ancient times?
13.  Which fruit is famous in both Thailand
and Malaysia?
14.  What is the symbolic animal of P eru?
15. How many years have Aboriginals
been living in Australia for?
16.  If you were to buy a W arsteiner, in
Germany, what would you be buying?
17.  What is the population of China?
18.  How do Maori greet friends in a
traditional way?
19.  What animal is sacred in India?
20. What is Ramadan?
21.  Which country in the world eats the
most meat per capita?
22.   In Italy how are truffles found?

23.  What is the main religion of the
Pacific Islands?
24.  What is the national sport of
Thailand?
25.  What is the religion of Ethiopia?
26. What is the main form of energy
generation in Iceland?
27. How many countries are there in the
world?
28. What is the most popular form of
transport in Taiwan?
29. Which country suffered the P otato
Famine?
30. What indigenous language is spoken in
England?

Answers on page 50

OSA Activities
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Club Reports

Welcome to the new committee of the Sri
Lankan Students Association of the University
of Adelaide for 2003/04. I wish you well on
behalf of the outgoing committee. Also,
thank-you to the OSA for the opportunity ,
given to me, to record the activities we
undertook this year . It is greatly
appreciated.

Whatever success we achieved during the
2002/03 period was due to planning of our
activities well in advance, the hard work
of my colleagues in the committee and the
unreserved support of the members of our
association.

The barbecue we organized in February this
year, our first activity , provided us not only
with an occasion to socialize but it also
gave us an opportunity for the newcomers
to the South Australian universities to meet
with the seniors and to build new
friendships.

In April, we were able to share a bit of Sri
Lankan flavor through the celebrations we
organized to commemorate the traditional
Sinhalese and Hindu New Year. This was a
great success.  With the support of our
members and some Sri Lankan families in
Adelaide, who provided us with traditional
Sri Lankan sweet meats and milk rice, we
were able conduct our traditional New Year
sports and to have a great out-door event.
Many of our Australian and non-Australian
colleagues who were present enjoyed the

food and took part in sports activities.

To satisfy a long felt need of our members,
we had a successful “Baila Night” in May,
which brought many nostalgic memories to
all Sri Lankans and provided an opportunity
to enjoy and to dance to their hearts’
satisfaction to the tunes of our very own
melodies.

What a splendid time we had at the
September dinner dance. The hall was filled
with members and their friends from many
countries and when they parted at the wee
hours of the following morning, all had
nothing but words of praise.

The day trip to Naracoorte was our last
major activity for the year .  A busload of
our members left the Adelaide campus in
the early hours of that day and it was very
late in the night, when we returned. Under
normal circumstances, it would have been
a very tiring day , but our trip to Naracoorte
was different. The jokes, the music, the
food, and above all, the comradeship kept

Sri Lankan Students’  Assocation
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us alive and spirited.

We must not forget to congratulate Soshan
Peiris, who was the dedicated treasurer of
our association, and is now the president of
the OSA. No doubt, with his dedication and
commitment, he will make a great president.
Good Luck Soshan!!

In wishing good luck to the new committee,
my colleagues and I wish to assure our commitment to supporting all the activities of our
association, to the best of our ability , at all times.

Chandani Eriyagama
President of the  Sri Lank an Students’  Association

Do you know about Buddhism? Do you understand what Buddhists do? Many people think
Buddhism is a religion of worshiping idols, i.e. going to temples for incense burning,
bowing to gods and praying for luck and a peaceful life. How many people understand
Buddha’s teachings correctly?

The Buddhist Society of the University of Adelaide was established with the
mission of helping students to learn and understand the teachings of Buddha
correctly and thoroughly . W e hope to help those who believ e in Buddha’ s
teachings to dev elop a true understanding and correct belief . W e also wish to
clear up any misunderstandings about Buddhism held by those who don’t
believe in Buddhism and help them to develop a proper understanding.

Our activities include:
Friday evening Gathering, which is help every fortnight
Chanting and Dharma T alk, ev ery Saturda y ev ening 7:00 to 9:30pm
Morning chanting, every Sunday morning
During the holidays, we will organize some outdoor activities. If you want to
know more about us, please email to zhulinyouth @yahoo.com.au

The Buddhist Society

Club Reports
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For over 50 years the Adelaide
University German Club (AUGC) has
been a staple of Adelaide University
culture, partly because speaking
German is not a prerequisite of entry
but r ather a pleasant accessory .
Running events ranging from Plays,
Cabarets and Cocktail parties to Soccer
Matches and T rivia Nights with the
French Club, the
AUGC is one of the more active clubs
on campus with its ‘Kaffeeklatch’ on
Thursdays, and has only grown more
active throughout 2003.

The year started with a schnapps and
crepes night at the Kroffle bar on
Rundle St, fol lowed up by a
tremendously successful singing,
dancing and culinary spectacular with
‘Kabarett ’, the Fr anco-German T rivia
Night, and the ever-present
Kaffeeklatch each week. Second
semester brought the continuation of
Kaffeeklatch, and the successful pla y,
‘Der Natürliche V ater ’ b y Herbert

The Ger man Club

Eulenberg. Y et to come in the second
semester are the French-German
soccer match, which is always an
exercise in friendly riv alry , Not -the-
Oktoberfest (in October), and the
Cocktail P art y and end of y ear dinner .

With the dedication of it ’s faithful
members the AUGC has wreaked
good-natured havoc on Adelaide
University Campus over the last fifty
years, and with any luck will continue
to grow in friendship and good times
for another fift y.

Club Reports
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The Ov erseas Chr istian F ello wship

Club Reports

The Overseas Christian Fellowship
University of Adelaide Club (OCF) is
part of the Clubs Association of the
univ ersit y. Its primary aim is to dr aw
overseas students, both Christians
and (despite the name) non-Christians
together , to foster closer bonds and
lasting relationships amongst the
various internationals studying in the
University of Adelaide.

A ful ly student-run ‘rel igious’
organisation, OCF members have come
from countries as diverse as Malaysia,
Singapore, Thailand, Hong K ong, New
Zealand, PRC, ROC, USA, Oman, Sri
Lanka (Ceylon) and Indonesia. These
students come from various Christian
denominations as well as from non-
Christian backgrounds altogether .

The OCF Club is a visible (though not
very vocal) part of Adelaide University
campus life. With projects such as Op:
Welcome (held around O- Week), Clubs
Week and Multicultur al W eek, OCF
members are everywhere on-campus,
from serving as orientation guides and
drivers to serving F&B. Regular weekly
(or bi- weekly , depending on workload)
prayer meetings are held, as well as a
wholesome get-together on Friday
nights, of which singing is a significant
part. Group studies and discussions,
even the occasional guest speakers
on every imaginable issue also form a

major portion of the get-togethers.

OCF members vary widely in terms of
personalities and courses of study , as
well as likes and dislikes. The one
thing that unites us is our common
aim to succeed in whatever goals that
have been set before us and to
consistently perform to the highest
moral, professional and ethical
standards, no matter our field of
expertise.

OCF has a vision; to equip and train
its members for whatever missions lie
before them, and to send them off
into the working world. OCF graduates
can be found in all walks of life both
in their home countries and abroad;
from medicine to engineering to
accountancy to education, OCF
graduates are crit ical thinkers,
emotionally stable and loyal
employees as well as employers.
Previous OCF graduates from a
generation ago have left their mark
on society; whether in the Defence
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The Indonesian Students Club (ISC) aims to provide opportunities for
Indonesian students to enjoy a wide range of social activities as well as to
promote Indonesian culture to the rest of Adelaide University students.
Activities, such as BBQ / picnics, are regularly held throughout the y ear,
allowing students to establish friendships and to share their experiences as
students living in Adelaide. Those opportunities are invaluable especially for
new students since we can also provide information and assistance on how to
settle down in Adelaide.

The ISC regularly contributes to the OS A’s Multicultur al W eek each y ear. This
year, we pro vided an Indonesian food stall and a tr aditional performance “T ari
Saman” . On A ugust 24, 2003, we also successfully co-organiz ed the Indonesian
Independence celebr ation. The ev ent consisted of a food bazaar , cultur al
performances, and traditional games that included pole-climbing “Panjat
Pinang” games, tug-of -w ar “T arik T ambang” , Pencak Silat demonstr ation,
Balinese and Acehnese dancing. An enthusiastic crowd of more than a hundred
people attended and participated in the event.

Club Reports

Ministry of Singapore or the mission fields in China, OCFers stand proud and
ready to tackle an ything that comes their w ay.

To all OCF ers who are 2003 gr ads, all the best in y our future endea vours and
know that the Lord is with y ou each step of the w ay.
God bless and keep.

Indonesian Students’ Club
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We would lik e to encour age all Indonesian students to activ ely participate in
the ISC’ s activities for dev eloping a strong network of Indonesian students

here at the University of Adelaide. In order to maintain
a sufficient communication level among members,
we have created an ISC mailing list. Please contact
the persons below for information on how you can
join the ISC mailing list.

Finally , we welcome our new Indonesian friends at
the Univ ersit y of Adelaide: Arry , A vanita, Caesar ,

Christian, Citr a, Harjanto , Handok o, Handy , Immanuel, Janice, Melissa, Sandy ,
Susanto , Teguh, V erdy and Y enn.

Contact details:

Uyek Yakop (uy ek.y akop@student.adelaide.edu.au)
Dunant Halim (dunanth@mecheng.adelaide.edu.au)

Club Reports
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Quiz Answers from page 43

1. Ni Hao 2. Oslo 3. White 4. Coffee 5.
Quebec 6. Duck’s liver 7. Mandarin,
Malay, English and Tamil 8. Swahili 9.
Death 10. The Indian Ocean 11.
Melbourne 12. Lesbos 13. The durian 14.
The alpaca 15. more than 40,000 16. A
beer 17.  1.3 billion, approximately 18.
Press noses together (Hongi) 19. The cow
20. A period of fasting during the daylight
hours for Muslims 21. Argentina 22. Using
pigs or dogs 23. Christianity 24. Thai
kickboxing, Muay Thai 25. Orthodox
Christianity 26. Geothermal 27. 192
according to Country watch- as
recognised by US State Department 28.
Scooters 29. Ireland 30. Gaelic
*All questions and answers were supplied
by international students at the
University- the OSA does not guarantee
their accuracy.



OSA Yearbook



Menegarie


