
MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR
Congratulations on being offered an international place at one of Australia’s most prestigious universities, the 
University of Adelaide. Established in 1874, this University has an association with five Nobel Laureates, produced 
more than 100 Rhodes scholars and has high calibre graduates in senior positions all over the world. Adelaide is 
a great place to study and a wonderful place to live. There are numerous benefits of living here that you find in few 
other places around Australia, or indeed, the world. South Australia has a thriving, culturally diverse and inclusive 
society. The people of Adelaide are warm and friendly. The quality of education is complemented by the affordable 
cost of living in a city that is well resourced, yet with a pace of life that is relaxed and dignified.

You will never be alone at the University of Adelaide. From the moment you arrive, there are support structures 
in place to make you feel welcome and settle in easily. We have a large population of international students from 
all over the world, and our New International Student Orientation Program provides a great way to meet fellow 
countrymen and women, and to make friends with students from other countries. The University of Adelaide’s 
programs and staff are of a high quality, and our facilities are designed to make studying as easy as possible. 

Most importantly, the University of Adelaide will give you the opportunity to develop the experience, skills and 
qualities needed not just to receive your university qualification, but to continue on your chosen path and make an 
impact on the lives of other people around the world. 

On behalf of the University, and of the people of Adelaide, I welcome you to our city.

  5 STEPS TO ENROLMENT

1   Understand Your Offer  Read your Offer Statement and Acceptance Agreement and all the information provided with it, 
including all of the Additional Requirements and Information listed at: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/accept/  Ensure that all 
conditions (if any) in the Offer Statement and Acceptance Agreement have been met.

2    Accept Your Offer - Organise Your Paperwork and Payment  Depending on your country of citizenship 
you may need to show that you are eligible to apply for a student visa (see Section 2, Your Student Visa, page 4), before returning the 
following documents to the University or the University’s official agents: 

 • Completed Acceptance Agreement, signed on each page

 •  Documents showing you have met the conditions (if any) indicated in the Offer Statement and Acceptance Agreement

 • Copy of personal details pages in your passport

 •  Payment by bank draft or credit card of tuition fee deposit, Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) for the proposed duration of your 
student visa, and Pre Enrolment English Program (PEP) tuition fee (in full), if applicable

 On receipt of the above, the University will:

 • Ensure all conditions of the offer (if any) have been met

 • Issue you (directly, or through your agent) a Confirmation of Enrolment (CoE)

 •  Provide information on how you can inform the University of your arrival, request airport pickup, and arrange temporary accommodation.

3    Apply for Your Student Visa  Upon receipt of your Confirmation of Enrolment, you should proceed with your student visa 
application at an Australian Embassy, Consulate, High Commission, or Department of Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC) office.

4    Prepare for Departure  Make your travel arrangements, inform the University of your expected arrival, and book your airport 
pick-up and temporary accommodation if required.

5    Arrive and Settle In  Arrive in Adelaide and attend the International Student Orientation, Course Advice and Enrolment 
sessions before beginning your studies at the University of Adelaide.

Acceptance 
             Information 

Life Impact  The University of Adelaide

Professor James A. McWha  
Vice-Chancellor



 ACCEPTING YOUR OFFER OF ADMISSION

1.1  Steps to Accept Your Offer
To accept the offer and obtain your Confirmation of Enrolment, you must complete and return the following by the 
acceptance deadline on your Offer Statement and Acceptance Agreement:

•  Documents showing you have met the conditions of your offer (if any)

• Completed Offer Statement and Acceptance Agreement, signed on each page

• A copy of the personal details pages of your passport

•  Payment of (a) the tuition fee deposit and (b) Overseas Student Health Cover for the proposed duration of your student 
visa. Payment should be made by bank draft or credit card (Visa, MasterCard or American Express)

• Full payment for your Pre-Enrolment English Program, if applicable

•  Evidence that you are eligible to apply for a student visa, if you are a citizen of a country classified Assessment Level 3 
or 4 by DIAC (see Section 2 - Your Student Visa)

•  The completed Under 18 Parent Declaration if you will be under 18 years of age when your program commences (see 
Section 2, Your Student Visa)

If you are applying to the University from within Australia, please also provide a copy of your current Australian visa.

Once the University receives your completed acceptance documentation and payment, a Confirmation of Enrolment (CoE) 
will be issued. It may take between two days to one week for the University to issue your CoE, depending on how quickly 
the payment can be cleared and the office workload at the time. You will need the CoE to lodge a student visa application 
at the Australian Embassy, Consulate or High Commission you nominated in the Acceptance Agreement.

1.2  Fees
Tuition Fees
As an international student at the University of Adelaide, you are required to pay international student fees for your 
program of study. The indicative annual tuition fee for a particular program is based upon the standard full-time enrolment 
load of 24 units per year. The amount to be paid therefore depends upon your program of study and your enrolment load. 
Should you ‘overload’ or ‘underload’, your fees will be increased or decreased accordingly. The University invoices you (or 
your sponsor) each semester/trimester according to your enrolment load in that semester/trimester.

The quoted fee is a base fee that will be subject to an annual increase of up to 9% for each of the subsequent years in 
the program. Students completing the program beyond the duration published in the International Prospectuses for the 
admission year will be subject to a new base fee. All new international students are required to pay a tuition fee deposit 
when accepting an offer. The payment will be counted as credit towards your tuition fees in your first semester/trimester. 
After enrolment, you will be invoiced for the balance of your fees in that semester/trimester.

Fees are calculated according to the program in which you are enrolled and will not vary according to discipline of study. 
International students are encouraged to undertake a full-time study load to ensure that they complete their program prior 
to the expiration of their visa. If your fees are not paid when they are due the University will cancel your enrolment. If your 
enrolment is cancelled you are no longer permitted to participate in teaching, learning or assessment of any University 
course. The University is required to inform DIAC that you no longer meet your visa requirements.

For information on the University’s Refund Policy for International Students, see Section 1.9.

Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC)
The Australian Government requires all international students and their families to pay for health insurance in 
Australia through the Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) scheme. OSHC helps pay for medical care you may need 
when you are studying in Australia. You will need evidence that you have OSHC before you can obtain your Australian 
student visa. Membership of a health insurance scheme in your home country does not exempt you from paying OSHC. 
There are several providers of OSHC in Australia. The University’s preferred provider of OSHC is Worldcare. Further 
information on OSHC Worldcare and its cover is available on its website: www.worldcare.com.au. If you insure with 
OSHC Worldcare through the University, the University will disclose your relevant personal details to OSHC Worldcare 
for registering your OSHC.

It is a DIAC requirement that all students have OSHC for the proposed duration of their student visa at the time 
of visa application. The total fee for OSHC is quoted in your Offer Statement and Acceptance Agreement, unless 
otherwise stated. 

More information about coverage and charges is available at: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/cost/health/
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1.3  Academic Program Rules and Program of Study
The admission, progression, assessment, and graduation in a program are governed by the relevant Academic 
Program Rules. Please refer to the Academic Program Rules of your program published in the University Handbook at: 
www.adelaide.edu.au/calendar

Information about individual Faculties and Schools is available at: www.adelaide.edu.au/departments/academic

1.4   Integrated Bridging Program for 
International Postgraduate Research Students

When enrolling as an international research student (ie PhD student) at the University of Adelaide, students are required to 
complete the Integrated Bridging Program - Research (IBP-R) as part of the first semester of study. 

More information about the IBP-R is available at: www.adelaide.edu.au/graduatecentre/rep/ibp/

1.5  Scholarships
Details of the number, value and conditions of scholarships can be found on the website: www.adelaide.edu.au/scholarships

1.6  Pre-Enrolment English Program
The Pre-Enrolment English Program (PEP) is an academic English program offered by the University for students from 
language backgrounds other than English. The PEP helps students who have achieved an IELTS (or equivalent) score 
slightly below the admission requirements to improve their academic English, and can provide an alternative entry 
pathway for applicants who have received conditional offers. Applicants must complete all aspects of the appropriate PEP 
to the satisfaction of the PEP Assessment Committee. On successful completion at the required standard these applicants 
are granted direct entry into the University.

The PEP also provides an excellent preparation for study for international students who have the required English 
Language proficiency score for entry into the University of Adelaide and wish to improve their language and academic skills 
before commencing their academic program. 

Please refer to the English Language Centre website for more information, including details of the minimum entry 
requirements for entry to the PEP: www.adelaide.edu.au/elc/courses/pep

Applying for the PEP
There is no separate application form for the PEP if you have received a conditional offer for a full degree program. To 
confirm your PEP enrolment, please complete the relevant section in the Acceptance Agreement and return it with the 
correct payment to the International Office. 

Before enrolling into any PEP, please read the Enrolment, Refund, Transfer and Late Arrival Policy of the English Language 
Centre at: www.adelaide.edu.au/elc/apply

1.7  Deferment
If you wish to defer commencement to a date not specified in the Offer Statement and Acceptance Agreement, 
please advise the International Office of your preferred commencement date by using the Online Enquiry Form at: 
www.international.adelaide.edu.au/enquiries (Note: Semester two entry is not available for all programs.)

1.8  Change to Permanent Resident Status
Admissions for fee paying international students and for Australian residents are subject to different quota restrictions 
imposed by the University and by the Government. If you expect to obtain permanent residency during your study please 
refer to the following website for more information: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/support/visa/status  

For further details in respect to fee liability please refer to the Refund Policy for International Students. 

1.9  Refund for International Students
Full policy details can be viewed at www.adelaide.edu.au/student/finance/international/payment/refunds/

This is compliant with the ESOS Act 2000 (Cth), ss.27-30; the ESOS Regulations 2001 reg 3.19 and Standard 2 of the 
ESOS National Code.  

1.10  Frequently Asked Questions
There are answers to many frequently asked questions relating to the application and admission process available at: 
www.international.adelaide.edu.au/apply/faq
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 YOUR STUDENT VISA

The student visa application process can be lengthy, taking anywhere from a few weeks up to several months. It is up 
to you to consult closely with either an official agent of the University of Adelaide or the Department of Immigration and 
Citizenship (DIAC) before applying for your visa. Applications are assessed by DIAC according to the Assessment Level 
of individual applicants. The passport you hold and the education sector of your principal academic program determine 
your Assessment Level. Current information about the student visa application process can be found at the DIAC website: 
www.diac.gov.au/students/index.htm. 

For a full list of Country Assessment Levels, go to: www.diac.gov.au/allforms/booklets/iforms.htm and select form 1219i.

2.1  Students from DIAC Assessment Level 1 - 2 Countries
Once you have received the Confirmation of Enrolment (CoE) from the University, you will need to contact your nominated 
Australian Consulate, Embassy or High Commission to apply for your Australian student visa. 

2.2  Students from DIAC Assessment Level 3 - 4 Countries
If you are a citizen of a country in Assessment Level 3-4, you are required to provide evidence that you are eligible to 
apply for a student visa by:

a) Obtaining a Pre Visa Assessment from DIAC or
b)  Lodging your Acceptance Agreement with an official agent of the University who is authorised by DIAC 

to process E-visas.

Please consult with your agent or Australian Consulate, Embassy or High Commission for details. You will also be required 
to provide an IELTS test result as evidence of your meeting DIAC’s English requirement. Upon receiving notification from 
DIAC that you are eligible to apply for a student visa, please follow the offer acceptance procedures (see Section 1.1) and 
continue your student visa application once receiving the CoE from the University.

2.3  Students under 18 Years of Age
Students who will be under 18 years of age at the time of commencement will not be able to commence their studies until 
they turn 18 unless they are living with an eligible relative in Adelaide. Refer to the following website for details: 
www.international.adelaide.edu.au/apply/visa

2.4  Student Visa Conditions
When you receive your student visa, DIAC will provide you with an explanation of the conditions attached to your visa. 
Students are expected to meet their program requirements including attendance and progress requirements, and are 
expected to complete within the normal duration of the program. Please read your grant letter and/or visa label carefully 
for details of the conditions of your visa. A student visa permits multiple entry to Australia for the duration of the visa. 

More detailed information is available on the DIAC website: www.diac.gov.au/students/index.htm

 BEFORE YOU DEPART FOR ADELAIDE

For many students this will be your first opportunity to live in another country. You may feel excited, as well as a little 
nervous and unsure of what to expect – this is normal! You can make the transition from home to Adelaide easier by 
preparing yourself. The University of Adelaide website has a great deal of information that will assist you in preparing for 
your departure and studies in Adelaide: 

• Preparing to leave for Adelaide: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/living/leave

• Packing checklist: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/living/leave/bring.html

• Travelling to Adelaide: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/living/leave/travel.html

• Quarantine Regulations: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/living/leave/regs.html

• Bringing a computer into Australia: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/living/leave/computer.html

• Important documents: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/living/leave/docs.html

• Arrival Meet and Greet Service: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/living/guide/meet_greet

• Temporary Accommodation: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/living/guide/temp_accom

• Permanent Accommodation: www.adelaide.edu.au/accommodation

• Financial Matters: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/living/guide/finance

• Cost of Living: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/cost/living
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 LIVING AND STUDYING IN ADELAIDE 

3.1  Welcome and Orientation
All students beginning at the University of Adelaide undergo a period 
of adjustment. You will not only have to adjust to new learning and 
teaching methods but also to a new country. It will take different students 
different periods of time to adapt. There are two important things to 
remember. First, you will not be alone in finding University life new, 
sometimes difficult and often challenging, as Australian students go through 
this experience too. Second, there are people who can help you through 
this period, including International Student Centre staff, student counsellors 
and course advisors. The University provides a range of support services 
for international students. 

More information is available at the following websites:

•  International Student Centre: 
www.international.adelaide.edu.au/support/isc/

•  Orientation program: 
www.international.adelaide.edu.au/living/orientation/

•  Peer Support Mentors: 
www.international.adelaide.edu.au/living/orientation/peer/

•  Adelaide Graduate Centre Integrated Bridging Program (for 
research students): www.adelaide.edu.au/graduatecentre/rep/ibp/

3.2  Academic Year Dates 
The academic year is divided into two semesters: Semester 1 (February/March to the end of June), and Semester 2 (July/
August to the end of November). After Semester 1 ends, there are official University holidays for several weeks, and a 
holiday of several months at the end of Semester 2, in summer. Some programs in the School of Business are offered in 
Trimesters, generally commencing in January, May and September.

Academic dates are available at: www.adelaide.edu.au/student/dates

2011 & 2012 ACADEMIC DATES

2011 2012

International Orientation Program commences 14 February 13 February

Semester 1 commences 28 February 27 February

Mid-Semester break commences 18 April 2 April

Semester 1 resumes 2 May 16 April

Examination period commences 18 June 16 June

Mid-Year break commences 4 July 2 July

International Orientation Program commences 11 July 16 July

Semester 2 commences 25 July 23 July

Mid-Semester break commences 26 September 17 September

Semester 2 resumes 10 October 2 October

Examination period commences 5 November 3 November

End of the Year break commences 21 November 19 November

 SOUTH AUSTRALIA AT A GLANCE 

 AREA  984,377 square kilometres

 CAPITAL  Adelaide

  COASTLINE 4,800 km (with 100 islands) 

  POPULATION  Statewide 1.5 million  
Adelaide 1.1 million

  OFFICIAL LANGUAGE  English

  CURRENCY  Australian Dollars (A$)

  CLIMATE  
Summer (Dec-Feb) 28°C average maximum 
Winter (Jun-Aug) 16°C average maximum

  ECONOMY  Major industries include 
BioScience, Defence, Minerals and Energy, 
Wine, Agriculture

  USEFUL WEBSITES  
www.studyadelaide.com
www.southaustralia.com
www.southaustralia.biz
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3.3  Campus Information
The University of Adelaide has four campuses: North Terrace, Waite, Roseworthy, and Thebarton. The North Terrace 
campus, set in the cultural heart of Adelaide, is the University’s main campus where most academic programs are taught. 
Agricultural-related programs are conducted at the Waite campus, which encompasses the largest agricultural research 
complex in the Southern Hemisphere; or the Roseworthy campus, a rural campus renowned for excellence in dry land 
agriculture and animal production. The Thebarton campus is one of the premier university-owned technology research 
parks in Australia. 

More information about each campus is available at: 
www.adelaide.edu.au/campuses

3.4  University Services
There are many services and organisations on campus that provide assistance to all students. From arrival and throughout 
your entire time at university you will find staff available to help you on a wide range of matters. You will be provided with 
detailed information about student services on arrival, but before then you can find out more details on our website:
www.international.adelaide.edu.au/support

• Accommodation: www.adelaide.edu.au/accommodation

• Adelaide Graduate Centre - for research education: www.adelaide.edu.au/graduatecentre

• Adelaide University Union: www.union.adelaide.edu.au

• Careers Service: www.adelaide.edu.au/student/careers

• Childcare Centres: www.adelaide.edu.au/childcare

• Clubs Association: www.union.adelaide.edu.au/student/representation/clubs.html

• Counselling Services: www.adelaide.edu.au/counselling_centre

• Centre for Learning and Professional Development: www.adelaide.edu.au/clpd

• Disability Services: www.adelaide.edu.au/services/disability

• Library: www.library.adelaide.edu.au

• Mathematics Learning Service: www.adelaide.edu.au/clpd/maths

• Professional and Continuing Education: www.adelaide.edu.au/pce

• Scholarships: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/scholarships

• Security Services: www.adelaide.edu.au/security/students

• Sports Association: www.union.adelaide.edu.au/student/representation/sports.html

• Student Care (Education and Welfare Officers): www.union.adelaide.edu.au/student/services/care.html

• University Health: www.adelaide.edu.au/student/health
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3.5  Faculty Websites
All new international students will need to attend the Course Advice Sessions during the Orientation and Induction 
Program. You will meet the Academic Advisor from your Faculty/School to discuss and determine your program of study. If 
in the meantime you have any questions relating to your academic program, you are welcome to visit Faculty websites:

• Faculty of Engineering, Computing and Mathematical Sciences: www.ecms.adelaide.edu.au

• Faculty of Health Sciences: www.health.adelaide.edu.au

• Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences: www.hss.adelaide.edu.au

• Faculty of the Professions: www.adelaide.edu.au/professions

• Faculty of Sciences: www.sciences.adelaide.edu.au

3.6  Students with Families
If you intend to bring your partner and/or children to Australia, please be aware there can be significant costs for childcare 
and schooling in South Australia. School attendance is compulsory for all children in Australia between six and sixteen 
years of age, with most children commencing school at five years of age. We understand that there are additional 
pressures and requirements for students with families as they prepare for their time at the University of Adelaide. 

To help with planning, please refer to our website at: www.international.adelaide.edu.au/living/family

3.7  Protecting Your Privacy
Australia has strict privacy laws that mean there are very limited circumstances where the University can release personal 
or academic information about a student. Such information will usually only be released to Australian government 
departments and in a health or safety emergency. The University cannot release any information about a student’s results, 
attendance, application status or any other matters to their parents. The University issues results at the end of each 
semester, in June and November. If parents wish to monitor academic results they need to make an arrangement for their 
son or daughter to provide the results to them. 

More information is available in the University’s Privacy Policy at: www.adelaide.edu.au/policies/62

3.8  Education Services for Overseas Students Act
The Education Services for Overseas Students (ESOS) Act 2000 provides consumer protection to international students 
studying in Australia. The Commonwealth government is committed to ensuring that students receive quality tuition, are 
treated fairly regarding payment of tuition fees and receiving refunds, and be offered support services to assist them to 
settle into Australia and complete their studies. This law also requires that the University assist the government to check 
that international students comply with their visa conditions, and advise the Department of Immigration and Citizenship 
(DIAC) if its students breach their visa conditions.
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MAJOR ATTRACTIONS

1  Adelaide Botanic Garden 

2  Adelaide Central Market 

3  Adelaide Festival Centre 

4  Adelaide Himeji Gardens 

5  Adelaide Oval

6  Adelaide Zoo

7  Art Gallery of South Australia

8  Bicentennial Conservatory 

9  Bradman Collection

10  City of Adelaide Golf Links 

11  Government House

12  General Post Office

13  Light’s Vision

14  Migration Museum

15   National Aboriginal Cultural  
Institute - Tandanya

16   National Wine
Centre of Australia

17  Old Adelaide Gaol

18  Parliament House

19  South Australian Museum 

 20  State Library of South Australia 

21  Lincoln College

22  Aquinas College

23  St Mark’s College

24  Mattanya Residences

25  Kathleen Lumley College

26  St Ann’s College

27  The Village

 CITY OF ADELAIDE MAP

The University of Adelaide is a member of the Group of Eight, a coalition of Australia’s leading research intensive universities. Group of 
Eight universities have nurtured all of Australia’s Nobel Prize winners educated in Australia. All were ranked in the top 200 universities of 
the world in the Times Higher Education Supplement 2007 rankings. They receive over 70% of national competitive research grants and 
conduct over 60% of all Australian university research as well as producing over 60% of Australian university research publications and 
two-thirds of patents. The Group of Eight Universities are committed to building the intellectual, social, cultural and economic excellence 
of Australia’s future. See www.go8.edu.au

Disclaimer  With an aim of continual improvement, the University of Adelaide is committed to regular reviews of the courses and programs 
it offers to students. As a result of this, the specific courses available to students may vary from year to year. Updated information on the 
programs of study for specific certificates/diplomas/degrees and the courses available can be found at the following website: 
www.adelaide.edu.au/programs  The University of Adelaide assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of information provided by third parties.

© The University of Adelaide. January 2011. CRICOS Provider Number 00123M
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