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Recognising and rewarding

EXCELLENCE in SCIENCE

Nomination Form
An initiative of the
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of South Australia




	Invitation
The South Australian Government, through the Department for Further Education, Employment, Science and Technology, invites you to apply for the 2009 South Australian Science Excellence Awards. These Awards recognise and reward EXCELLENCE in SCIENCE and acknowledge commitment and skill in raising public awareness of science.

The Awards are a significant event in South Australia’s science calendar and are now recognised as the premier science showcase event in this state and aim to highlight the diversity of scientific research, and facilitate a better understanding of the ways in which research is linked to the development of new technologies and products.

They also highlight the relationship between research and development and the ‘knowledge economy’.

The South Australian Government is proud to present these Awards, continuing to demonstrate its commitment to recognising South Australian success.




Award Categories

Awards will be presented in the following categories:

· South Australian Scientist of the Year

· South Australian Young Tall Poppy of the Year

· Excellence in Research

· Commercialisation

· Public Good

· Collaboration
· Science Educators of the Year

· School

· Tertiary
· Community

Entries are invited from individuals and organisations, both private and public sector.  Nominations can be made directly or individuals and organisations can be nominated by a third party.
A high profile judging panel including industry leaders and academics will be responsible for selecting the winners for each category. The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into.  All entries are confidential between the judges and managers of the Awards.

It is a condition of entry that all promotion of finalists and winners is conducted through the managers of the Awards as exclusive media arrangements have been secured.  Winners and finalists are asked to communicate with the managers of the Awards in relation to any media opportunities.
Closing Date

Entries must be received by 5pm on Friday 5 June 2009.
	Award Prizes

South Australian Scientist of the Year
One winner will be awarded in this category receiving prize money to the value of $50,000. 

South Australian Young Tall Poppy of the Year
One winner will be awarded in this category receiving prize money to the value of $15,000. 

All Other Categories
One winner will be awarded per category receiving prize money to the value of $10,000. 



Selection Criteria

South Australian Scientist of the Year
The South Australian Scientist of the Year will be awarded to an individual for an outstanding achievement or series of related achievements in any area of science that significantly advances knowledge and has produced an outcome of benefit to the community.

The Scientist of the Year will also have made an outstanding contribution to science in a leadership role, inspiring others to be involved in science.

Selection Criteria
1. Significant contribution of national and/or international standing to any field of science, providing evidence that the research has led to noteworthy change of achievement in the past 10 years.
Please note: nominations where the majority of the work, as well as major achievements, were based in South Australian will be highly regarded.
2. Use of the research to promote South Australia’s economic, social or environmental development in line with priorities of South Australia’s Strategic Plan.
(www.stateplan.sa.gov.au)
· Economic contributions may include:

· the establishment of a start-up company

· licensing to an existing company

· other take-up of research

resulting in significant sales income, export revenue and/or employment opportunities
· Social contributions may include improvements in public health and wellbeing

· Environmental contributions may relate to key environmental indicators or leadership in the development of reports and recommendations to government
3. The nominee will be a driving force in building, leading and mentoring a successful team (across disciplines or with potential user groups) and/or organisation and have a strong reputation amongst peers and stakeholders.
South Australian

Young Tall Poppy of the Year
The South Australian Young Tall Poppy of the Year acknowledges an outstanding young scientist, selected from South Australia’s Young Tall Poppies.

No nominations will be received as part of the Science Excellence Awards Nomination Process.
Selection is made by a committee consisting of representatives from Government, industry, education, the Tall Poppy Committee, and a previous Tall Poppy.  The winner will be announced at the South Australian Science Excellence Awards gala dinner.
Please visit www.tallpoppies.net.au for more information.
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Excellence in Research
Research is defined as the creation of new knowledge and/or the use of existing knowledge in a new and creative way so as to generate new concepts, methodologies and understanding. 

The South Australian Government recognises science research as a major driver of our economic growth, international competitiveness, and the wellbeing of individuals and communities. Science research underpins the development and sustainability of key South Australian sectors including health, agriculture, environment, defence and manufacturing.

The Excellence in Research Awards identify and promote excellence across the full spectrum of research activity, including discovery and applied research in both the physical and social sciences. 
A. Commercialisation
The Award for Excellence in Research Commercialisation recognises commercial success and acceptance achieved through creating an innovative product, process or service.

The Award is open to individuals, teams or organisations who have demonstrated exceptional achievement in conducting research and development, including the transfer of knowledge to achieve outcomes of commercial benefit.

Nominations should include details of the:

· product, process or service commercialised, 

· commercialisation activities, including the level of collaboration, amount of capital raised, distribution networks established and actual export opportunities (if applicable).

Nominations will be accepted from organisations undertaking their own research & development (R&D), as well as from those undertaking R&D for external organisations.

Selection Criteria
1. Demonstrated transfer of research knowledge and outcomes to ‘end user’ by focussing on uptake of knowledge and innovation by enterprise, industry and/or community.

‘End user’ may be within the same organisation or a separate organisation from the nominee.

2. Generation of nationally and/or globally significant intellectual property.

3. Demonstrated contribution to the State’s development, including details of new investment opportunities and/or impact on the size of overall market opportunities.

4. Demonstrated evidence of the outcomes aligning to South Australia’s Strategic Plan (specifically Business Investment – T1.5; Commercialisation of Research – T4.6; and Business Innovation – T4.7).

B. Public Good
The Excellence in Research for Public Good Award is open to individuals, teams or organisations who have demonstrated exceptional achievement in conducting scientific research and development which has delivered social, environmental or other non-commercial benefits.

Selection Criteria
1. The quality of activities, including services to the community, or activities that have resulted in improved practices, processes or products.

2. Demonstrated contribution to the State’s development.

· Social or environmental contributions may include improvements in public health or key environmental indicators, or leadership in the development of reports and recommendations.

3. Demonstrated transfer of research knowledge and outcomes to ‘end user benefit’ by focussing on uptake of knowledge by the community.

4. Generation of nationally and/or globally significant intellectual property.

5. Demonstrated evidence of research aligning to South Australia’s Strategic Plan.

6. Demonstrated ability to communicate science effectively and engage audiences through written and oral presentations.

C. Collaboration

The Excellence in Research Collaboration Award has been created to encourage closer links between industry and the research community and will be awarded to an individual or organisation which has fostered research collaboration with industry and/or local and international institutions.
This Award supports highly commendable research that has been/is being conducted collaboratively by researchers and users of research that has led to or could lead to economic, environmental or social benefits.

Nominations can be for industry-led or researcher-led collaborative projects.

Selection Criteria
1. Fostered collaboration and networking between South Australian-based and national/ international researchers, research teams and/or research centres of excellence and/or industry.

2. Demonstrated partnerships to foster innovation and collaboration between researchers and users of research, identifying:

· the approach taken to initiate the collaboration

· the level of involvement of each of the partners in the collaborative venture

The partnership should endeavour to include some of, but is not limited to: corporate, government, education, community and/or other relevant organisations.

3. Generated opportunities for researchers to participate in leading-edge research networks and strengthen their research experience.

4. Shaped Australian research capability by enhancing existing and developing new collaborations among researchers.

5. Developed innovative models of collaboration.

6. Demonstrated transfer of research knowledge and outcomes to ‘end user benefit’ by focussing on uptake of knowledge by enterprise, industry and community.

7. Demonstrated evidence of research aligning to South Australia’s Strategic Plan.

International collaborations will be highly commended.
This award is highly supportive of the aims of Constellation SA - www.constellationsa.sa.gov.au

Science Educators of the Year
Education is becoming increasingly important to young people’s success in an information-rich world. Developing students’ sophisticated knowledge and ability in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM), and building our State’s capacity, capability and strength in science, technology and innovation will put us in a stronger position to meet the changing demands of the 21st century.

Good teachers are critical to successful STEM education. Quality STEM teachers have a strong influence on the choices that students make and their interest in pursuing studies in science, technology, engineering and/or mathematics disciplines.

An education expert providing evidence to a Commonwealth review recently commented that while a good knowledge of subject content was vital in any teacher, it was also true that teaching effectiveness was often more critically dependent on the skilled use of pedagogy-based strategies to support interest and engagement, arguably more so than the curriculum content. A critical element is enlisting student engagement with STEM; the quality of classroom teaching is the most significant factor in engaging students in learning. We need to be guided by the experts in pedagogy – the science of teaching – to attract more students to STEM-based courses and careers. 

A. School

The School Science Educator of the Year Award is open to individuals from the education sector (early childhood, primary or secondary; public, catholic or independent) who have made an outstanding contribution to the enhancement of student learning.

The School Science Educator of the Year will have inspired their students to become involved in high quality learning outcomes in science.

Note: Within the judging process the following criteria will be adapted to take into consideration the relevance to the age of the nominee’s students and their learning needs.

All nominees must be active in teaching science in the classroom at the time of their nomination. Nominees need not be members of a professional association in order to quality for nomination.

Selection Criteria
1. An innovative and imaginative approach to teaching that motivates students to learn and is appropriate to the students’ needs and interests.

2. Active involvement in science education through teaching, curriculum development and consultation that reflects a command of the field and is evidenced by a high standing in the professional community.

· Curriculum development may be at a number of levels: own units to meet the needs of the students, within a school, or at a system level.
3. Demonstrated involvement in engaging students in generating, constructing and testing scientific knowledge by collecting, analysing and evaluating evidence.

4. Demonstrated ability to develop in students the confidence and ability to use scientific knowledge and processes to make informed decisions.

5. Demonstrated ability to implement a wide range of strategies, coherent with learning goals, to monitor and assess students’ learning and provide effective feedback.

6. Demonstrated impact on students. This may include, dependent on the age of the students:

· higher quality of work produced

· greater enthusiasm toward the subject area

· increased enrolments in subject areas (for secondary teachers only)

· number and quality of graduates proceeding to science related careers (for secondary teachers only).

B. Tertiary

Sponsored by BAE Systems Australia

www.baesystems.com/australia 
The Tertiary Science Educator of the Year Award is open to individuals from the higher education (VET, TAFE, and university) sector that have made an outstanding contribution to the enhancement of student learning.

The Tertiary Science Educator of the Year will have inspired their students to become involved in student-centred investigation, where students seek answers to scientific questions posed by them and set in real world contexts.

Selection Criteria
1. An innovative and imaginative approach to teaching that motivates students to learn.

2. Active involvement in science education through teaching, curriculum development, and consultation that reflects a command of the field and is evidenced by high standing in the professional community.

3. Contribution to activities that have promoted an understanding of science and influenced and enhanced learning and teaching (including adapting to the changing needs and challenges of science education).

4. Demonstrated impact on students, including increased enrolments in subject areas, number and quality of graduates proceeding to science related careers.

[alignment to State Strategic Plan (T6.17, T6.20)]

5. Demonstrated ability to communicate science effectively and engage audiences through written and oral presentations.
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C. Community

Sponsored by the Royal Institution of Australia

www.riaustralia.org.au
The Community Science Educator of the Year Award is open to individuals, groups or organisations for an outstanding and innovative program of science awareness and engagement delivered within the past five years.

The Award recognises enhancement of the community’s appreciation of the contribution of science and its impact on society and environment.
Nominations should include details of the innovative program. 

Selection Criteria
1. An innovative and imaginative approach to motivating the community to learn and increase the community’s appreciation of the value of scientific knowledge.

2. Demonstrated evidence of the program raising the profile of science to targeted audiences.

3. Demonstrated evidence of the program providing a range of pathways & opportunities for community engagement.

4. Demonstrated impact of the program on the progress of work undertaken in the community.

5. Demonstrated service or contribution beyond the normal expectations of that individuals or team’s role that has had a significant community benefit.

6. Demonstrated achievements in developing links, partnerships and/or programs with outside organisations.
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Eligibility

Nominations may come from a wide range of sources including individuals, industry, associations, TAFE, universities, primary/secondary schools, community organisations, research institutions, research teams, or technology transfer organisations. 
Eligibility requirements:

· Individuals or teams from either the private or public sector are eligible to apply. 

· The individual nominee or leader of a nominated team must be a citizen of Australia or hold permanent residence status.

· Awards are open to residents of South Australia working in all fields of science, including the natural, social, medical, physical, applied and technological sciences, engineering and mathematical sciences and science education.

· Nominations must be based on achievement to date. 

· Self-nominations will be accepted. 

Renomination Policy

· Nominees who have previously nominated, but not been selected as a finalist or winner, may enter any category (including the category originally applied for). Nominees may present the same research or project in a subsequent year. This provision is made on the assumption that the application will have been enhanced or altered in some way so as to increase its competitiveness.

· Finalists from previous years are eligible to apply for all categories. This provision is made on the assumption that the application will have been enhanced or altered in some way so as to increase its competitiveness.

· Winners from previous years are not eligible to apply for the category they have been awarded.

Selection Process

Barnett Communications & Marketing will manage and administer the selection process for the 2009 South Australian Science Excellence Awards. A judging panel will comprise representatives from the science community, industry, corporate and education sectors. The selection process will consist of two stages:

Stage One

· Selection will be based solely on the written information provided by the nominee.

· Each nomination will be assessed against the selection criteria to determine the short-listed nominees.

Stage Two

· Each of the short-listed nominees will be required to attend an interview with the Judging Panel. Interviews will be conducted during July 2009. 

· The short-listed nominees will be assessed on their written nomination and their ability to communicate effectively in the interview, highlighting major achievements of their working career. 

· From the short-listed nominees the Judging Panel will select the winner and finalists for each award category. 

· The decision of the Judging Panel is final. 

Requirements for Award Nomination 

Each submission must comprise the following:

· Fully completed nomination form.

· A detailed description (maximum of four typed A4 pages, minimum font size 10pt) addressing each selection criteria separately.
· A copy of the nominee’s current Curriculum Vitae (maximum 5 pages) highlighting key achievements, high impact work and publications. Team nominees can supply abbreviated versions of their team members’ CVs to fit into the 5 pages.

· Contact details of the nominee and nominator (or references if it is a self-nomination).

· Team nominations must elect one person to represent the team. This person will be required to attend an interview if their team is short-listed.

Note: It is imperative that the nominee for the award is informed and gives consent to being part of this process. The nominees’ signature and acknowledgement is required on the Nomination Form. 
For self-nominations, contact details (name, phone and email) of two referees are required.
Award Presentation Ceremony

A gala dinner will be held during National Science Week on Thursday 20 August 2009 at the Hilton Adelaide to announce and celebrate the winners and finalists of the 2009 South Australian Science Excellence Awards. All finalists will receive two complimentary tickets to the presentation ceremony. Additional tickets will be available for purchase in July.
It is a requirement that all finalists or finalist representatives be present at the Awards Presentation Ceremony and be available for promotional opportunities in the days following the Award presentation.

Obligations of the Winners

Important objectives of this Awards program are to recognise excellence across a range of science activities, to raise community awareness of the importance and relevance of science and to promote science as a professional career choice.

The South Australian Government expects that all Awardees will from time to time assist in publicly promoting science, technology and innovation, and the teaching of science, as important contributors to South Australian economic, social and environmental wellbeing. For this reason Awardees should be prepared to undertake a small number of local public engagements in the year following their Award.

The South Australian Government may also invite Awardees to participate in public events, for example National Science Week, or to present addresses at official events.

The cash grant associated with these awards is provided on an unencumbered basis and is awarded in recognition of achievement. This means that Awardees are free to use it for whatever purpose they choose. In the event that an Awardee decides to use the grant beneficially for others (for example through the creation of a scholarship), he/she is requested to advise the Secretariat of this decision.

A detailed summary of expenditure will be required by August 2010 from the Awardees organisation to ensure that funds have been spent for the benefit of the winners, their research team or science program.  

Wine Sponsor
Media Partners
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Checklist

· Fully completed nomination form.

· A detailed description (maximum of four typed A4 pages, minimum font size 10pt) addressing each selection criteria separately.
· A copy of the nominee’s current Curriculum Vitae (maximum of 5 pages) highlighting key achievements, high impact work and publications. 

· Nominee’s details completed in full, signed and dated. 

Nominations close Friday 5 June 2009 at 5:00pm.

	Send nominations to the Award Secretariat:
2008 South Australian Science Excellence Awards

PO Box 1779

BURNSIDE  SA  5066

Email:
scienceawards@saugov.sa.gov.au
Fax:
(08) 8431 7171




	Questions should be directed to:
2008 South Australian Science Excellence Awards

Email:
scienceawards@saugov.sa.gov.au
Phone:
(08) 8431 7131




Nomination Form

We encourage you and/or your organisation to participate in the 2009 South Australian Science Excellence Awards. These Awards provide you and/or your organisation with the opportunity to gain recognition for achieving excellence in science, technology and innovation. Please complete the following details and return with your entry addressing the key selection criteria by Friday 5 June 2009.

Please use this form for all Award categories.
	
	Nominee
	
	
	

	
	Entry Category (one category per form)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Individual/Team/Organisation Nominee Name
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Organisation
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Address
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Phone

	
	Mobile
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Email
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Name and Title of Team/Organisation Contact
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Nominated By
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	
	Endorsement

I have read the terms and conditions of entry and agree to abide by them. I accept the judges’ decision is final and enclose a completed nomination form and descriptive typed text addressing the key selection criteria. 

I certify that the information provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.


	

	
	Nominee Name (Print)
	
	Nominees Signature
Date
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	
	Referees
	

	
	Name (Print)
	
	Name (Print)
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Organisation
	
	Organisation
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Contact Number
	
	Contact Number
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Email
	
	Email
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