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2009-2010 Annual Grants Program



Foundation Daw Park Grants for Medical Research

Overview
The Foundation Daw Park Board invites applications for its 2009-2010 Medical Research Grants. For this round of grants the Board has allocated a total of $100,000 for medical research projects as follows:

Section A - Repatriation General Hospital based research projects
	Prostate Cancer Grant from a bequest made to Foundation Daw Park by the late William Wallis for the purposes of research into the causes and treatment of prostate cancer.
	
$30,000

	Other project grants available:
· 1 grant for a maximum of $15,000
· 4 grants for a maximum of $10,000
	$55,000


Section B - Defence and veteran’s health research project
	This research grant is being funded by a donation made to the Foundation by Australian Executor Trustees from their discretionary trust funds for medical research associated with defence and veteran’s health.  Applications are invited from researchers in South Australian research institutions working in this area of health.
	$15,000


The Foundation’s Board will base its decision for allocation of funds on the recommendations of the Research Management Committee of Repatriation General Hospital.
Disclosure Statement

The Principal Investigator must sign the following agreement regarding disclosure for this application to be considered.

Scientific title
	


Agreement
I (name in full) 

agree to Foundation Daw Park disclosing my application to Repatriation General Hospital’s (RGH) Research Management Committee and the RGH’s General Manager.
I also agree for the publication and promotion of details about the proposed research, by FDP or RGH’s Marketing & Development Unit, should my application be successful.

Signature
Date

Funding objectives

Funding will be allocated to worthy medical, scientific or other research relevant to Repatriation General Hospital, its vision and its broader role as an acute care teaching hospital.

Applications are especially encouraged for:

· funding pilot studies to support a subsequent larger application to other funding bodies

· projects that may benefit the veteran population, older patients or those that are especially relevant to RGH.
Research project/s may already be underway and could benefit from additional funding, or may be new and must be ready to proceed in the calendar year 2010. Funding will not be applied retrospectively prior to July 1, 2009.

As indicated in Section A and Section B in the Overview, applicants should note that the intent is to fund:

· one only RGH-based Prostate Cancer project for a maximum of $30,000;
· one only RGH-based project for a maximum value of $15,000
· four only RGH-based projects for a maximum of $10,000 each, and
· one only defence and veterans’ health research project that is open to all South Australian research institutions working in this area of medical research.

It should be noted that applications may not be fully funded.  Also, Foundation Daw Park reserves the right not to allocate the grant monies if it considers there are no suitable applications.

Salaries, equipment and/or office supplies could comprise financial components. However, applications for equipment only will not be accepted.

Eligible applicants

Section A (refer Overview)
Those who are employed on a full or part-time basis by Repatriation General Hospital, commercial units and agencies of RGH, or by Flinders University of South Australia. Applicants must be based at RGH Daw Park, or an RGH Daw Park community-based facility.

Section B (refer Overview)
Those who are employed on a full or part-time basis by South Australian Research Institutions with a focus on medical research associated with the health and well-being of defence personnel and veterans.

Please note

· Strict adherence to application instructions and page limits are required. Applications failing to comply with these requirements will not be considered.
· Applicants should carefully consider eligibility for research versus non-research grants. The intent is to fund research grants according to scientific merit and non-research grants according to overall merit of the project.
· A concise 1 page track record statement for each investigator and a separate list of publications from the past five years (2004-2009) must accompany the application.
· Researchers may make only one application as Principal Applicant; however, they may make more than one application as Co-investigator.
· Researchers must be prepared to be involved in promotional and media coverage of the research project.
· It is expected that annual reports on the status of the project will be supplied to FDP for a period of three years after the announcement of the successful application(s).

Eligible projects

Projects must be based at RGH Daw Park or a community-based RGH Daw Park facility. The project must clearly meet the principle objectives listed above.  Release of funding will be subject to ethical approval as appropriate.

Selection

All applications are submitted to a sub-committee of Repatriation General Hospital’s Research Management Committee for assessment.
The committee will assess the scientific merit of eligible applications according to established NH&MRC criteria (refer below) including the aims, methodology, analysis, and significance of the project, with additional consideration of the track record of the principal and co-investigators, and the relevance of the project to veterans, older patients and the RGH.
NH&MRC assessment criteria

Scientific Quality (50%)

This includes the clarity of hypotheses and objectives, the strengths and weaknesses of the experimental design and feasibility. 

Significance and/or Innovation (25%)

This includes the potential to increase knowledge about human health, disease diagnoses, or the biology of agents that affect human health, or the application of new ideas, procedures or technologies to important topics that will impact human health.

Track Record in Relation to Opportunity (25%)

This includes the national and international standing of the applicant(s) based upon their research output (publication record, invitations to speak at international meetings, altered clinical or research practice, grant success) and contribution to their discipline (society involvement, editorial appointments, specialist committee appointments, student supervision). Track record is considered in relation to opportunity, with regard to factors such as career interruptions, administrative and clinical / teaching load, and typical performance (including publications) for the field in question. 

The Sub-Committee reserves the right to formally interview any applicant. The Sub-Committee will make recommendations to the Foundation’s Board.
Announcement of the Board’s decision

Foundation Daw Park will take a consultative approach in selection but it will be responsible for the final announcement of the grant winners. 

Foundation Daw Park’s Board plans to announce the successful applicant/s by mid-December 2009.

Successful applicants should be prepared to give a presentation about their area of research as invited.

The announcement by Foundation Daw Park’s Board of the successful winners will be final and no appeal will be entered into.
Applications close 5.00pm, 28th August 2009
Electronic applications  to: sal.coltman@health.sa.gov.au

For further information:

Chris Jenner (Ms)
Executive Director

Foundation Daw Park Inc

C/- Repatriation General Hospital, Daws Road   Daw Park   SA   5041
Phone: 8275 1310
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