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Catherine Helen Spence

Memorial Fund Scholarship

Background & Information

Catherine Helen Spence was born at Melrose in Scotland in 1825. She established a reputation as a social and political reformer and a writer. Not long after she died in 1910 the South Australian Government established a fund for a scholarship in her honour. Its object was not only to acknowledge a great South Australian but also ‘to create a deeper interest in sociology among the people of the state’. The Scholarship was to be awarded every four years, to a woman, and the Trust Fund was to be administered by the Public Trustee. 

The Scholarship is administered by the Catherine Helen Spence Scholarship Committee consisting of no less than six members and not more than eight members appointed by the South Australian Minister of Education and Children’s Services.

This Scholarship is awarded to enable the holder to undertake, in Australia or overseas, a study in the field of social science, the investigation of social problems, or a combination of both those areas. The investigation or study must be relevant to social conditions in South Australia and be capable of being applied for the benefit of the people of this state. It is open to women between the age of 20 and 40 years who have been a bona fide resident of South Australia for a minimum of 5 years immediately prior to the closing date of applications.

Past Catherine Helen Spence scholars have had a wide range of professional skills. The Scholarship has enabled them to increase their knowledge and to contribute to South Australian society.

Purpose 

To undertake research into an issue of social importance to South Australians. 

Benefits 

$22,000 towards the costs of the Scholar undertaking research either in Australia or overseas. 

Conditions 

The successful applicant will be required to submit a report on the research by June 2011. Additional interim reports and other conditions may be required by the Committee. 

The successful applicant will be required to conduct herself in a manner which will bring credit to the memory of Catherine Helen Spence, the Scholarship and herself. 

Eligibility 
The successful applicant will be a woman between the age of 20 and 40 years who has been a bona fide resident of South Australia for a minimum of 5 years immediately prior to the closing date of applications. 

Selection 

The successful applicant will be selected according to 

· demonstrated academic ability 

· demonstrated research skills 

· ability to represent the memory of Catherine Helen Spence and act as an ambassador for her legacy.

Selection Process 

The Committee will form the selection panel and will consider all duly received applications, in the format of the Catherine Helen Spence Memorial Fund Application Form.
The Committee's recommendation will be made public in due course. 

All application materials are to be forwarded to Executive Officer, Catherine Helen Spence Scholarship Committee at carter.darryl@saugov.sa.gov.au 

or postal address International Education Services, Ground Floor West, 31 Flinders St, Adelaide, SA, 5000. Closing date by the closing date of 30 June 2009.
