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Australian Science Communicators (SA) and National Science Week

UNSUNG HERO OF SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SCIENCE

It is time to nominate the Unsung Hero of South Australian Science  for 2007.

Remember, it is more important to capture the spirit of the award with your nomination than to quibble about what does or does not count as eligibility. 

The criteria for nomination are broadly as follows:

1. Nominators must be resident in South Australia and be actively engaged in the promotion or communication of science.

2. The work for which the person is being nominated must have been carried out in South Australia or, if it is of national significance, it should have considerable relevance for South Australia.

3. While nominees may be people or groups whose work has not been specifically in science communication, they should demonstrably have shown a respect for science promotion or communication. Candidates should have not yet received significant recognition for their contribution to science and/or its promotion. This will almost certainly rule out a ‘top’ or popular scientist or communicator, but there are other awards for them. The nominees should be people or groups who have shown that they regard science communication as an integral, important, even crucial, part of scientific work. 

4. Nominees should have a considerable or prolonged record (at least several years) in science or science communication. The award is intended to recognise those whose contribution has been so significant over a period of time that they should by now have been recognised. It is unlikely that this would apply to a candidate whose contribution, however significant, is of short duration.

5. Nominators must give careful consideration to what counts as ‘science’ - for example, nominees from technological or environmental fields should be nominated not just on the basis of their contribution to those particular fields, but because the scientific side of their work is strong. This award can be made to a candidate whose work is in science, science promotion/communication or in a number of fields (eg technology, environment, health etc) where the science component of their work is highly significant.

6. Ideally, the award might assist the nominees in their work, for example by publicising a difficult issue or by recognising that they have been a ‘lone and unpopular voice’ in spite of their scientific achievements being strong.  Another example is that the award to a particular nominee might help to focus attention on their efforts or give them greater credibility and help them overcome adverse or unfair criticism. 

7. There will always be many more good candidates than can ever be chosen, therefore      there is no shortlist from which a ‘top’ candidate is to be chosen. This award should identify an exemplar. By making this award we are honouring a particular person or group at this particular time who exemplifies the aims and objectives of ASC-SA. Factors which may influence the final selection are many and varied and might include topical issues, political issues, gender issues, etc.

8. Nominations must not be discussed with the nominee, but should be discussed with your referees.

9. Depending on the number and quality of nominees, the judges may decide to award one of two High Commendation Awards to those who did not win the main award. The criteria for these are the same as the criteria for deciding the winner, but these awards should not be automatically given to non-winners. They should be reserved fro those who would be considered worthy of winning the main award.

10. The ASC reserves the right to make no awards, or High Commendation(s) only, should the judges consider that the quality of candidates does not warrant awards, or should the nominated candidate(s) not satisfy the selection criteria.

[Acknowledgements are made to Professor Rob Morrison for providing an original 1996 discussion paper on the subject of unsung hero selection.]

THE NOMINATION FORM CAN BE FOUND BELOW.

UNSUNG HERO OF SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SCIENCE   2007

NOMINATION FORM

I............................................................ of .........................................................................……..

                                                                  .........................................................................……..

                                                                  .........................................................................……..

                                               telephone:  .........................................................................……..

                                               facsimile:    .........................................................................……..

                                               e-mail:        .........................................................................……..

am currently resident in South Australia and actively engaged in science promotion or communication 

and nominate................................................................................…………………………………

                                                                of .........................................................................……

                                                                  .........................................................................……..

                                                                  .........................................................................……..

                                               telephone:  .........................................................................……..

                                               facsimile:    .........................................................................……..

                                               e-mail:        .........................................................................……...

for the award of UNSUNG HERO OF SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SCIENCE 2007

for the following reasons:

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................…

....................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................…

....................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................

The following people are familiar with the work of my nominee and will referee my nomination:

name............................................................…. name..............................................................   

of ................................................................... ..of ...................................................................

 ...................................................................... .........................................................................

 ...................................................................... …......................................................................

........................................................................ ........................................................................

telephone:  ..................................................…. telephone:  ....................................................

facsimile:    .................................................... ..facsimile:    ....................................................

e-mail:        ..................................................…. e-mail:        ....................................................

Please complete this form and send it by any method that you see fit to the following person:

Ms Rona Sakko

CSIRO Science Education Centre

EDC, Milner Street

HINDMARSH

SA   5007

Fax:  [08] 8241 5373

E-mail:  rona.sakko@csiro.au    or    ronadel@dodo.com.au

NOMINATIONS CLOSE AT 5PM ON FRIDAY 20th July 2007 and the Award will be made at a special presentation breakfast to be held on Wednesday 15th August at 7.30am as part of the launch of National Science Week in South Australia                                                                                                                                                          

