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While the Red Polls and their crosses hold their own with impunity in the
test for the survival of the fittest, th9y respond very gratefully to generous
treatment, and during good seasons they put on fat very rapidly.

At the stall the many youn£! bulls and heifers that I have had to do with
behave very kindly. They are possessed of a very quiet and uocile tempera­
ment, feed well, and it requires a very small amount of fodder to maintain
them and promote them in their ~rowth.

My experiilnce of the prepotency of the breed bears out precisely what bas
been found in Englann. While a good many of the crossbred steers, the result
of ned Polled bulls and Shorthorn cows, have small snail borns, only two out of
the forty-two heifers of like breeding in the Belmont Park herd have small
slugs, the rest being totally polled. Tiley are all uniformly rerl in color, except
in the case of two or three, which hl1ve a little white or roan.

These half-bred heifer!', although their dams are poor milkers, exhibit
splendid shows for milk producing, ann rear their calves up in the pink of
condition, while their beef-producing qualities are still maintained in their large­
framed, blocky bodies.

Now, it has been declared by many that the milk-producin~ capacities of
cattle are quite incompatible with their flesh-forming qualities. It has also been
stated by experienced breeders that the beef of good milking cows, when they
are fattened, is far superior to that of poor milkers.

Be these as they may, it is not my intention to discuss them here. The
records, both of fat stock and milkers already mentioned in this article, might
be some guide to those who desire to know how the Red Polled cattle stand
with regard to beef and milk-producing qualities-qualities which, in my
opinion, should be eagerly sought after by Australian dairymen, especially those
whose holdings are somewhat remote from towns and comprise many acres. In
such places as these the general purpose cow is the most desirable, inasmuch all
when she has gone through the best of her lifetime as a milk-producer she is
ready to be fattened to take her place in the markets as a beefer. Moreover,
the male section of her prog-eny has not been deprived of life in its very early

. stages, as if! very often the case with the steer calves from milkers proper, but
they have been reared up without much inconvenience and sold at good market
rates either as fat calves or bullocks, thus forming a very valuable adjunct to the
farm.

The Annual Sports and Dance.

THE second session sees the curtain fall on the 1898 football season, and
attention is turned to the ~tudents' .N otice Board, where B 10'1g and attractive
programme is set up for our Annual Athletic Sports.

The Committee generously agreed to present 18 events, to give each one of
forty students a chance of showing his prowess in his own particular branch of
sport.

So well was their magnanimity rewarded that 35 students responded with
their entrance fees, and this enabled the Committee to considerably augment the
prize fund this year.

Besides the aggregate collected from the students, our prize-list was hand­
somely enriched by specials from the two Professors-a barometer, the gift
of Profess9r Lowrie, and a handsome silver cup from Professor Perkins.

Several gentlemen interested in the College also came to our assistance
with donations, and our thanks are greatly due to them.

Soon after the entries were out a few of the students began to make an
early preparation of themselves, and all sorts of rumors were about of the great
doings of 80me on the track.



Read to the fore, showing' bis adaptability
He also accounted for the next event, the

THE RO EWORTHY AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE STUDENT. 17

Great interest is always taken in the year's recruits, to see whether any
good material would be revealed. It was soon evident that the fresh men had
good stuff among them, and that they were going to have a great say in the
re ult .

ports day turned out to be perfection, as far as the weather was concerned,
and this led to a large as emblage of onlookers.

Good fields, exciting finishes, and fast times provided an interesting after­
noon's sport.

One feature of the 1898 sports was that four of the College records were
broken, Totbill managing to ilurpass all previous results in the 100 yards scratch,
the 440 scratch, and pUlting the weig'ht, whilst Read accounted for the other
record, his high jump of 5 ft. 8 in. not being' likely to be !:leaten for many years.

The first event proved a good thing for 1'1 icholas, who kicked fairly well,
though his distance fell far short of previous years' attempts.

The 13·) Yards Handicap, previously run off in heats, brought out seven
candidates for the fioal, and Rowe's 10 yards baQdicap was too much for the
rest.

Totbill, as stated above, accounted for putting the 16 lb. weight, with the
remarkable distance of 27 ft. 7 in.

The Balf·Mile was won by a new student, Weaves, and his performances
during the afternoon show that he will have to be watched carefully next year.

H. D. M. A.dams, on the 18 yards mark, walked in easily in the 120 Yards
Hurdles.

Tbe High Jump, with tbree competitors, was a good contest. Thougb
Read cleared a remarkable height, yet Eyre and Rowe proved worthy opponents,
and in justice to the former it ought to be said that he was suffering from a very
sore pair of knees, which accoLinted to no small degree in his disappointing his
supporters, who were confident of his capabilities of beating the winner.

Tothill won the 100 Yards, after a splendid finish with Rowe and Martin,
and got over the distance in 10i seconds.

The Mile was not a success, and demonstrated a lack of training in the
runners. Rowe was successful in winning the Cup, but such a prize was worthy
of keener support and a better result.

Goddard threw the cricket ball further than Freebairn, and so became
owner of his missile.

The Scratch Hurdles brought
once more in clearing the sticks.
Long Jump.

The 440 Yards Scratch was a most exciting contest until 5 yards from home,
wuen Martin bad the misfortuue to trip, whilst leading by about a foot. It
was a ding dong struggle until this piece of ill-luck, and our sympathies
ran high for our energetiC Secretary.

The ack Tournament and Obstacle were amusing, and Read took both
prizes, but Haily might have accounted for the latter if be had had three years
hard training at " rockies" like the winner.

Many old acquaintances appeared to face MI'. Williams, the starter, for the
Old cbolars' race, and Formby, by his performance, appears to have been on
the track since he left u~.

Rowe caught the greasy pig, and so the unwilling captive became his
property.
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The Consolation was won in good style by Chillingworth, and this brought
to a close a thoroughly enjoyable sport.

A rest and a good tea and the first event for the evening's 8port-the
Annual Ball-was started.

Secretary Faulkner and his committee had worked very hard to make
everything a success, and the great array of decorations, the supper, and the
floor all bore testimony to their excellent preparations.

Indeed, the double enjoyment was such as to cause all the lucky ones
present to remember the afternoon and evening of September 30, 1898.

The Shearing at Ooncordia.

By A THIRD YEAR.

THE annual visit of the third year students to Concordia, in order to wit­
ness the shearing of Mr. A. J. Murray's prize sheep, took place on Monday,
September 19th. The students, to the number of seven, were accompanied by
the Professor and Mr. Lowrie, who but recently arrived in this colony from
Western Australia.

The morning was by no means propitiouR, numerous dark rain-clouds
obscuring the sun's rays; and at frequent intervals clouds of dust would be
blown with no very g'entle force Uflon any person brave enough to expose him­
self to their fury. This dust spoilt the drive, which would otherwise have been
a very enjoyable one, for as the day wore on the threatening rain-clouds were
gradually dispersed by the accumulated heat from the sun, leaving us to make
the best of a warm, gusty day.

A start was made at 9 a.m., the pagnell as well as the trap having been
called into requisition. The familiar although by no means dreary drive from
the College tJ Gawler was accomplished in a little under an hour, the city of
Modern Athens being reached a few minutes before 10.

From Gawler to Concordia is a drive of some six miles in an easterly direc­
tion througb hilly country. This we safely accomplished, arriving at Mr.
Murray's station at 10.45 a.m.

The shearing of the sheep afforded an object-lesson to the students, who
were greatly impressed by the cHeiul and yet seemingly easy manner in which
the shearers did their work. So closJly is the wool clipped off that no more
than a third of an inch of wool is left on the sheep, and yet so evenly are they
shorn that they have the appearance of having just emerged from a mould.

In the shearing of these prize sheep much more cal e is of course taken
than would be given to each individual sheep in a flock of say 100,000. In
fact hurry is a thing quite alien to Mr. Alick Murray and his able assistants in
the performance of an operation in which the difference of half-an-ounce one
way or the other is serious.

The sheep having been caught, the shearer lays it carefully on its back.
He then makes an opening in the wool with his fingers on one side of the sheep,
just in front of the junction of the hind leg' to the body. Having made the
opening, he inserts his shears and very carefully proceeds to clip the wool off.
When half the wool has been removed, that is to say, when the wool from half
the back, half the stomach, from one front leg and one hind leg has been clipped
off, an assistant standing by carefully straightens it out on the floor, and c~ve~8
it up with a piece of clean white calico measuring about 4 ft. square. ThIS 18

done to keep the wool clean and to prevent the accidental introduction of
foreign matter. The remainder of the wool is then removed from the sheep by
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the shearer, and the sheep removed by him to one of the pens at the back, set
apart for the reception of the shorn sheep. The cloth is then removed from the
wool of half the sheep lying on the floor and placed on one side.

The wool is next carefully gathe~ed up and laid out on a piece of oilcloth
spread out on a bench. In this position the little skirting necessary is per­
formed by Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Alick Murray's head assistant. 'rhe fleece is then
again covered with the calico, after which it is carefully picked up by two men,
one stationed at either end, turned completely over, and again placed on the
floor. The oilcloth on top is then removed.

It is now that the great skill of the shearer is rendered most manifest, for
on removing the oilcloth, the whole of the fleece is discovered to view in
exactly the same position-staple for staple-as it would occupy if removed from
the sheep by some automatic machine.

The fleece is now carefully folded in at the neck and sides, after which it is
rolled up in the calico by two men, one at either end, both of whom working
towards one aoother, give the wool, when rolled up, the appearance of a double
knapsack. In this form the fleece is again placed on the table, sewn up,
weighed, and marked.

Hurry is a thin~ foreign to the whole proceedings from start to finish,
Mr. Murray's object being accuracy before everything else. To demonstrate
this it may here be said that at no time were more than four sheep being shorn
together, and when these were finished all the fleeces were carefully gathered up,
skirted, weighed, marked, and stowed away before four more sheep were brought
out to be shorn. This, although entailing considerable loss of time is, un­
doubtedly, the best course to be followed in shearing and weighing the fleeces oJ
prize sheep. The length of time occupied in shearing each sheep was about 20
minutes.

Having thoroughly inspected the method of shearing and getting up the
wool, we next followed Mr. Murray through a door at the back of the shearing
room, which opened into a large room temporarily divided in to two by a move­
able wooden fence, about 3 feet 6 inches high. Those sheep which had been
shorn were relAgated to one half of this enclosure, while the other half was oc­
cupied by those auimals still in possession of their fleeces.

Among these latter we saw six very fine ewe lambs, barely six months old
and yet when shorn (only an hour or two after being seen by us), these six
youngsters actually averaged 0 lbs. llt ozs. of wool each.

Soon after one o'clock the shearers knocked off work to partake of the dinner
which they had so well earned, an example which was followed very shortly
afterwards by Mr. Murray and his guests.

After lunch Mr. Murray entertained us with a few practical hints on sheep­
farming. Among other things on which Mr. Murray expressed himself with
p"rticular strength, was the slipshod, slovenly manner in which really first-class
farmers breed their sheep. These men, who are osing the most modern imple­
ments in their practice, take the greatest care in the selection of their wheat~,

and manure their crops, actually put out their lambs to fatten, and as soon as
the majority of these are in good condition, carefully separate the fat ones from
the weeds which won't fatten, and while drafting the fat lambs off to market,'
reserve the weeds to breed from.

On the f-ace of it this seems a very short-sighted policy, and yet we are as­
sured that not only has it been practised in the plst, but that it is still practised,
and that, too, by farmers who are looked up to as really first-class men.

By this time the six ewe lambs, before referred to, had all been shorn, and
their place were now taken by twelve very fine ram lambs, only just six months
01' age. Before beinl?; shorn these embryo rams were first de-horned. This de­
horning, which consists in stripping off a piece from three-quarters-of-an-inch to
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an inch in length, from each horn, and effected by means of a very ingenious but
very simple instrument, is done in order to prevent the rams from spoiling the
wool on the backs of the other rams or ewe!'.

Mr. Mllrray mentioned that although the sale of merino rams by auction
in Adelaide during the September Show week was a pa.rtial failure, yet he had
sold more rams privately this yea.r than ever before. Among the more notable
sales may be mentioued a consignment of sevaral to South Africa at prices
varying from £50 to £130.

Queensland also succeeded in attracting a portion of Mr. Murrav's atten­
tion, some half-dozen rams being shipped to Bananaland, the prices ·of which
Janged from £50 to £70; while several more at the same price were sent to
New Zealand.

The majority of the rams sold by Mr. Murray, however, vary in price from
£10 to £30. These animals, although of course inferior to tbe high-priced
prize ones, make excellent flock rams, and serve to greatly improve the quality
of the wool grown by the men who have been fortunate enough to Recure them.

Both Mr. Murray and Mr. Waite, who was present to witness the shearin~

of these prize sbeep, were agreed as to tbe almost uniform impossibility of pur­
chasing sheep by their teeth, after two years old, such sheep having been fed
on country north of Ga.wler, as the rough feedin~ knocks the teeth out. As far
north as Gawler, or south of Gawler, it is possible to tell a sheep's age by the
teeth up to 2~ years, as of course, the sheep feeding oil this country have an
easier time than those running on the dry and arid districts further nortb.

Mr. Murray breeds from between 400 and 500 stud ewes and about 2,500
flock ewes. These sheep are only kept at Ooncordia during the winter-time.
When the hot weather comes on they are drafted off t) Mt. Crawford. This is
done owing to the f;?;rass-seeds and other ohjectionable matter, which is more
plentiful at Concordia than at Mount Crawford, and which getting into the
wool spoils much of it.

A little before 4 o'clock, having thanked Mr. Murray to the best of our
ability, in the shape of three hearty cheers, a start was made for the College,
which was reached at about 5 p.m., after a most instructive as well as enjoy-
able outing.

The following weights are those of the fleeces of the prize ewel!!, They
should repay perusal.

ONE YEAR CLASS. TWO YEAR CLASS.
Prize. Weight of Fleece. Prize. Weight of Fleece.
1st 161bs. 2 oz. 1st 181hs, 1 oz.
2nd 14 lbs. 10 oz. 2nd 17 lbs. 13 oz.
3rd 161bs. 9 oz. 3rd 161bs. Soz.
In reference to the ewes shown in this class, the judge, remarking on tbe

great difficulty he had in placing the first and second sheep, mentioned that the
ewe which secured fiIst prize was a little longer in the body, possessed a slightly
better neck, and was a trifle denser in the wool than the reserve champion.

THREE YEAR CLASS.
Prize. Weight of Fleece.

1st 151bs.40z..
2nd 15 lbs. 4 (\z.

In addition to these ewes, and the six ewe-lambs which averaged 6 lbe
Hi oz. each, the twelve ram-Iambs which were also shorn durin~ the day
averaged 7 lbs. 1 oz. of wool each.
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