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The year 1899-1900, as far as the
College is concerned, is rapidly ap-
proaching its terminal extremity, and
it would seem fitting at ¢his stage to

refer to some of the more striking |

features which have characterised the
period named.

w® L - *

From the point of view of members
we have been singularly successful,
and in these latter days we shall be
hest understood by saying that a
“record” has been achieved. During
the first session our roll number of
students in vesidence was 50; the
second session found us with 47, and
since October of last year we have had
42 students-—an average of 45 per
session. The encouragement which
this increase has afforded has been felt
alike by the staff and students, and
we can only hope that ere long we
shall reach the coveted century.

* * * *

It is with considerable pleasure that
we refer to the good work accomplished
during the twelve months. On the
farm, vireyard, and orchard, in the
workshop and wine cellars, and in the
lecture room, students have ever
shown that interest and energy which
call forth the words “Well done.”
Never before in the history of the
College has the work gone on more
smoothly nor with more efficiency ; of
course, one reason which may be
adduced for this lies in the inereased
number of students at work, but the
chief explanation is afforded hy the
boys themselves, and without wishing
to appear at all invidious one may say
that the third year students have
played no inconsiderable part in
bringing about the success of the
whole. They form the largest third-

year class we have vet had, and for
uniformly good work they will be hard
to beat ; that their example has had
good effect is bevond all doubt.

* * Rl

.
On October 3rd, 1899, our first

consignment of lambs were shipped to

London through the Produee Export

Department. We have not yet re-

ceived advice of their sale, but the

following data ave of interest :—

WEIGCHT OF CARCASSES.

6 Crossbreds (Dorset Horn x Merino, in-
cluding 6 Comebacks), 1,035 Ibs — average
weight, 49 lbs.

5 Merino, 189 1bs —-average weight,
3780 1bs,

Total of 26 lambs, 1,224 Ibs—general
average, 47 1bs.

SALE OF LAMBSKINS,

21 Crossbreds, 2s, 9id. ... v e 0 0
5 Merino, 2s. 9d. ... s i B
£318.3
Less commission, &ec. w T4 0
£8 8 3

Some two months later the first
consignment of wine, consisting of 10
hogs-heads, was shipped through the
same Department, and in a future
issue we hope to be able to chronicle
a successful sale.

* * * .

The session and holidays hitherto
prevailing here have been found so
unworkable that a radical alteration
was felt to be necessary, and at a
Council meeting held just before
Xmas the following revision was
made :—

SESSTONS,

The course of study extends over nine
sessions or three years. The jirst session of
each year begins on or aboul the third
Wednesday in April, and closes on or about
the third Friday in.July. The second session
begins on or about the fourth Wednesday in
July, and closes on or about the second
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Friday in October. The #hird session begins
on or about the third Wednesday in October
and closes at the completion of the vintage.

Thus the “long vac.” will now come
during March and part of April of
each year, a period of comparative
slackness as far as outside work is
concerned. Previously this holiday
came due in October, and with the
ahnost invariable early harvest was
found to be very awkward, for it meant
either a shortening of the vacation or

of

an injurious delay harvesting |
operations.
» * * E 3

While we were away for a week at
Xmas time there passed away one

{
\

"CONCORDIA”

of the best and oldest friends the
College has had. Year in, year out,
the late Hon. Jas. Martin of Gawler
took a characteristically keen interest
in our institution and its work and we
have lost a friend. Much has heen
written and said of his life and work ;
and what a life it was! Wonderful,
from whatever point of view it is
looked at, and surely an inspiration to
us all to be nobler and better men.

'He has gone, but his grand record

lives on. And for all he has done for
us we pay humble tribute in memory
of a true and ever generous friend.

— R ——

We are again indebted to Mr. Alex.
Murray’s kindness in being allowed
to witness the shearing of his prize
sheep at “Concordia.” We see the
sheep at the shows every year, but it
is necessary to see the fleece taken off
the sheep to realise the untold value
of such stock.

And how carefully they are handled.
If some of the sheep on the far north
stations were treated as these are they
would probably wonder what would
happen next,

Each sheep is taken by an expert
shearer, shorn, and examined carefully
hefore it is let loose.

Meanwhile, before another sheep is
started, the fleece of the previous one
is carefully rolled up in a cloth, and
after being sewn, is weighed.

These are the show fleeces for next
March.

The day we were there all the best
sheep were being shorn. The follow-
ing are some of the weights :—

Six two-tooth ewes cut respectively

16 1bs. 2 oz, 18 1bs,
17 1bs. 12 oz. 15 1hs. 4 oz.
16 1bs. 16 lbs. 6 oz.

Fourteen two-tooth rams, shorn the
day before we were there, cut on an
average 19 lbs. 7 ozs.

Four two-tooth ewes cut
16 1bs. 15 oz. 16 1bs. 6 oz.
151bs. 5 oz. 14 Ibs. 5 oz.

All these young sheep were remark-
able for the dense fleece of beautifully
fine wool, and for the broad flat tip
for which the sheep of Mr. Murray
are so well known.

Four champion or ex-champion ewes
being shorn at once is a sight we may
never see again. These were

““Saltbush 40,” 3 yrs, 17 1bs. 0 oz.
Reserve champion in 1898,
“Portsea 18,” 3 yrs. 16 Ibs. 6 oz.

Champion in 1898.
““ Portsea 116,” 21 yrs, 15 1bs. 15 oz
Champion in 1899,

““ Portsea 5,” 4% yry, 14 ibs. 6 oz.
An ex-champion.

CHAMPION RAMS.

1899 Champion 17 Ibs. 1 oz.
Fame 14 20 1hs. 0 oz.
Renown 17 1bs. O oz.
Record 18 1bs. 1 oz.

Portsea 89 ...
Portsea’s Heir

20 1bs, 1 oz
90 1bs. 9 oz













































