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LUCERNE GROWING in the HUNTER
RIVER DISTRICT.

[BY A.H.M.]

Having a desire %o see lucerne where it is grown on an
extensive scale, towards the end of last year I took a trip to the
Hunter River district north of Sydney. To me it was a new
and very pleasing sight to see the broad alluvial flats, which con-
stitute the valley of the' Hunter, clad in a verdant coat of most
luxuriant lucerne, interspersed here and there with fields of
maize, which at the time of my visit, had just made its appear-
ance above ground. For some thirty or forty years past these
flats, which evidently have been made by the sediment carried down
and deposited through countless generations by the flood waters of
the Hunter, and which are still subject to occasional inundations,
have been devoted very largely to the cultivation of lucerne,
which when converted into hay and pressed has hitherto found
a ready market in Sydney. The usual and apparently the most
satisfactory method of cultivating lucerne on the Hunter is
briefly as follows :—Instead of sowing in the spring, which used
commonly to be regarded as the correct season, the majority of
the farmers who appear to obtain the best results take advantage
of the pring and ummer seasons to thoroughly work and clean
their land preparatory to sowing in the autumn. Having the
land in perfect order as they do by March, the lucerne seed is
then sown broadcast at the rate of 15 to 25 lbs per acre ; if the
land be very rich up to 25 lbs are sown, and less in proportion
as the soil becomes lighter. The farmers claim that if less seed
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than above mentioned is sown the individual plants grow very
strong and rank, and the stems, although apparently of great
thickness, are very hollow, and in consequence the roturn per
acre is not so heavy as that obtained from lucerne more thickly
sown, where there are several times the number of stalks, which
although individually thinner yield in the aggregate a much
greater weight of hay per acre than the thinly sown crop. The
main object in autumn sowing is to enable the young plant to
successfully combat the weeds, which, clean as one would imagine
the land should be, invariably seem to make’their appearance.
The young plant makes a certain amount of growth before the
cold weather sets in, then during the winter it is partially
sheltered from the frost, which does not, however, appearto be very
detrimental to it, by any weeds which may have started, and
by the spring it has a fair root and comes away quickly ; of
course the weeds also make rapid growth, but the first cutting
checks the latter considerably, and at the same time seems to
stimulate the former, with the result that after the next cutting
the lucerne is fairly clean, from this time the lucerne makes such
dense and rapid growth that all weeds are effectually choked. If
any patches of autumn sown seed should have missed, they are re-
sown in spring. 'When the general sowing is made in the spring
the weeds get ahead of the young plants. which in the early
stages are inclined to be weakly rather than otherwise, and in
consequence frequently large patches are completely choked out
and of course cannot be resown until the Autumn, thus entailing
aloss of a season. As already mentioned the lucerne in the
Hunter district is grown almost exclusively for hay, and on an
average a lucerne field will yield a cut every six weeks, or about
five cuts a year. The plant is not, as frequently understood,
always allowed to come into flower before being cut, but the
indication which guides the farmer as to when to start his
mowing machine, is the appearance of small shoots at the base
of the stalks ; as soon as these appear the crop is if possible cut,
for should it be left until these minor shoots have grown
sufficiently to be cut by the mower the field lies idle until another
crop of shoots appears ; but provided the farmer is able to get his
crop cut immediately these base shoots appear, his hay is no
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sooner ‘off the land than the field is green again with a fresh
growth, consequently no time is lost, and the maximum a.nnual
return is obained from the land. )

The points above mentioned demand careful attention if the
farmer wishes to make much profit out of his seasons crop, for as
mueh as two or three pounds per acre is quite a common rental for
this Hunter River Jand. Lucerne is a plant which cannot stand
being under water for any length of time, hence it may easily be
understood that the occasional inundations which portions of
these flats are subject to, as well as having a very fertilising
effeat upon the soil by the deposit of a considerable amount of
rich sediment, also have on the other hand in some instances a
very harmful effect upon the lucerne. A:. rapid rise and fall of
water will do no great amount of harm to the lucerne, in fact in
many instance a deal of good, but should it remain on the land
for a few days the lucerne is almost certain to succumb.

The lucerne fields are practically never cultivated after they
are once la'd down, the reason being (,hleﬂy that were the land
disturbed a considerable amouunt of soil in the form of lumps
and dust would be raked up with the hay and in consequence its
market value would rapidly be diminished. \Vhen a field begins
to sicken and does not give Szltlbf'lCtO!'V vleldq it i3 broken up
and put under maize for a year or two when it may again be
sown down with Incerne.

0O
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MY FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF A.C.R.

[BY FIRST YEAR.]

Arriving at the Roseworthy ‘st’lthl] after a long journey
by train, T found that T bad to ride out to the College—a
distance of four miles

in a heavy dray -loaded with students’
luggage, and drawn by a certaiic animal which is hot, even among
the draught horses noted for her speed. The animal referred ¢4,
18 known to the students, and to all connected with the College
farm, as “ Esk.”

These circumstances did not serve to improve my impressions
of the general surroundings ; but on my arrival at the College
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proper everything encountered tended to alter the impressions
formed when jolting over the almost proverbially bad road
between the College and Roseworthy.

After being refreshed by a substantial and typlca.l College
dinner, and also having recovered from the effects of my journey,
I began the first day of my sojourn, by going through the build-
ings, the farm, and many other places of interest connected with
the College. Of course I began my “ tour of inspection ” at the
main building, which impressed me as being a fine edifice. This
impression was gained to a great extent by the symmetrical
shape of the building, which I thought was very substantial and
strongly built. Passmo' inside I was first impressed by the
comfort of the rooms in general, but especially with some of the

‘students’ bedrooms, which were greatly improved by the

miscellaneous assortments of decorations collected by the in-
mates.

Leaving the interior, and passing to the rear of the main
building, I was favorably impressed by the general conveniences,
and also by the combined lavatory and change room, which is
situated in a convenient position for the students. A strong
and very commodious poultry yard, situated a short distaace
from the change room, is especially worthy of notice.

Passing from the immediate vicinity of the College, I next
visited the oval, which I thought was rather small, but which
was in other respects as good as I expected. I was not long on
the oval before I had inspected the two cricket pitches, which I
thought were all that were requircl by the "mited number of
students. Another special feature of the oval was the tennis
court, which is asphalted, but was slightly out of 1epair.

After leaving the oval, I directed my steps towards the
place which I was sure would be the scene of my many labours :
the farm and buildings connected with it. Here I was very
favorably impressed wih all I saw, but more especially with the
large and cool dairy, the chaff-house, blacksmith’s’shop, and
skables. On inspecting the stock, I was at once convinced that
they were the best collection L had seen,
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I was greatly impressed by the neatness and efficiency of the
machinery, and also by the condition of the implements on the
farm.

As T looked over the various machines my hopes of a fairly
easy time were in the ascendant, and I began to anticipate the
pleasure of being able to work and understand the complex

arrangements of some of the machinery,

After spending some time on the farm I returned towards
the College and from there into the orchard. Here the trees
appeared healthy, but as it was late in the season they could not
be expected to present a very favorable appearance. From the
orchard I went into the vineyard, which was also in the same
state. Most of the vines in the vineyard through which T
passed were very young, and as they had not been yruned they
presented a rather scattered appearance.

Passing through the vineyard I arrived at the wine cellars,
which were at that time shut, and T therefore had to be satisfied
with a view of the exterior and its surroundings. The cellars, I
thought, were large in comparison with the vineyard, but were
small in comparison with the cellars in the surrounding districts.
T was greatly impressed by the neatness and general appearance
of the exterior of the cellars, and also with the appearance
of the young trees and vines in the nursery. The appearance of
the cellars' was greatly improved by the creepers and shrubs
which were planted round and which appeared to have made a
very vigorous growth.

With the inspection of the wine cellars my tour came to an
end, and I returned to the College tired, but well pleased with
my first day at A.C.R.

o

VICTORIAN VINEYARDS.

Some months ago, the writer, belng desirous of seeing a few
Victorian wine cellars and the methods therein practised, took the
opportunity of a few days’ holiday for making the projected visit.,
En route thither, at the invitation of Mr. McBain, a couple of































































