




'i"HE STUDENT

A Visit to Hawkesbury Agricultul'al
College.•

To convey to the mind anything like a comprehensive
idea of the Hawkesbury A;gtricultural College in a small

. space would be impossible. The operations c:il.rried on
there are so extensiv'e and thorough, and a short day's
visit would by no means be sufficient to ena-Me one to

_absorb detail enough to write an ample paper on.
HGwever, some of the most striking impressions that
.occurred to a couple of Roseworthy students might
prove interestin~so to plunge ill. medias res.

The CoHege is well situ:il.ted in the vicinty of the
beautiful riv'er Hawk'esQury, and about a mile from the
Richmond Station, which is 38 miles from Sydney. The
farm comprises an area of 3,4-+0 acres, of which about
1,000 ar'e under cultivation.

It must be understood at the outset that Hawkes­
bury College difliers widely in the two great essentials
of Roseworthy. Not being in a wheat-growing district
very little of that cereal is grown, in fact only sufficient
for the College- seed, besides what is glfown in the small
experi!mental plots, nor has the merino sheep been able
to prove itself in the dililtrict, and therefor-e few sheep
.operations can be carried olit.

Within its own purely pr'actical limit the Colleg'e is
-a tremendous success. The object striven for is an
,efliicie1l'cy in skilled labor and management and that

-object is attained-profit is not so much thought of,
paid workmen are only there to demonstrate. From a
theoretical standpoint the Colloge is similar to our own.
The course extends over 3 years, blui, as here, stu3ents if
,qualified may enter at once into the second year. There
are also special courses held, including a winter school
fo,!" farmers and a summer school for teachers.

Arriving, it was curious to notic·e two small teams
of mul'es working- near the College, and it was afterward
ascertained that ther·e wltre no less than 16 in work.
Further, mu}oes had been proved to be as hardy as, and
when tre'ate·d ~arefully more intelliogent than the
draught horse, besides "r,eqtuiring less feeding and staib­
ling, and remaining in work a greater length of time.



hI .\mcrka "',000,000 Inules are in agricultural work,
lIleI they are gradually coming into use in N.S.W., the
, lle~ haYing secured £50 a head for them.

Mr. H. W. Potts, the principal, was mO'st congenial
.and took us in hand immediately on our arrival, re­
maining wlith us for the rest of th~ day. First he
~howed us over the College buildings. The dormitories

-consisted of four blocks of single rooms, in two stories,
in the lorm of a 'qluadrangle. Each student has a room
to himself, comfo<Ttalbly fiUed up and provided with

<electric light. There is accommodation for 200 students,
there being 168 in r'esidence at the time of the Yisit.

The laboratory is not quite so well fitted up as ours,
but the practical side of Vete1"inary Science is most
interestingly demonstrated with some perfect and intri­
cate model£. Also there is a Veterinary Dispensary-where students themselves concoct all necessary medi---
Cln~s.

Afiel; lunchtwn in the long dining hall the principal
showed us everything there was time to see before ...
o'clock.

The oTchard of some 40 acres was excellent, and
although the sandy soil looked v'ery poor the best of
results are obtained by judicious green manuring with
barIe)'!, black vetches, and the all-important cow-pease.
Students receive fresh fruit twice a day when in season,
antI in addition, after disposing of the best fruit to
·market, they make nU111erous varietie~ of jam for their
own use, consuming some 13 tons per y$ar. A certain
quantity of fruit is also artificially dried in an eyapor­
ator, and much is beautifully preserved and canned.
There was a small vineyard of table grapes, \tut no
<:ella:rs.

We next va.sited the huge engine rooms where the
electric power was generated. The dynamos not only
suppliet). the necessary current for lighting purpo~e • but
also drove no less than ight motors all O\Ter the farm.
The machinery in the largQ laundry was also worked by
lilectricity.

On approach<ing the blacksmith's shop we were in.ter­
e ted to notice several students busily at work, two
und r supervision were shoeing a horse and two more
were engaged at the forges. The most noticeable
f atufe. of the shop were its extreme tidiness, cleanliness
and btl y a.ir.
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1'<\. 'ing- on to the carpenters' sh p, where we found
splendid III del of gates, sheds, pens, etc., we were told

•

that student made furniture, etc. there, not only for
the Collc:.~e, but for themselves. lUany of the smaller
[;uiklings in fact, and fittinO's to the main ,CdUege build-
ings, b~. ide uch useftu articles as wheelbarro'....s, .
swing1'etrecs, were examples of their workmanship.

The "'001 . hed came next on our way. It is very'
lTluch maller than our'own, but it is to be remembered
that -heep are of only secondary importance on the
farm except at hearing time the shed is conn~rted into.
a harne~~-manufacturing room, and wonderfully usefuL
work the students do there. After a little thorough
pra ·tice in stitching they by hand (there is wisely no·
machinery) make splendid h~rse and cattle ru~, and
every kind of harnessware ~x ept collars - winkers,
bridles, britching-saddles, spiders and e\en water-bag
for thell1seh·es. .-\.11 harness repairs of the farm are also
done by 1!he students. The principal showed u an

"
excellen t bridle. which wOlud cost IS, - or 16/- to pttr-
chase. lit ,,-hich the student makes and keeps for him­
self. paying -+ 6 only for the material. l\IanT other
articles are similarlY made.

Pa ing on we came to the poultry yards where we
noticed me huge Toulese gleese and, 'here it wla pleas­
ing to e such prolific growth of the native couchgra~' .
The]:Jce to what wa ver' interesting, \iz.: a small
ostrich farm. Ostri hes it seems are a \er profitable
in"esument, they need no more feed.. than an ordinary

heep are easy to confine. £20 are. ecured from the
young birds and the feather from a ingle bird amount
to £, a year. Fr m the knowledge of student from
. ou th .'\f~ica the o. trich farm hers been brought to it

pr en t perfection.
The stabl sand implemeni. sheds formed a sort of

•

quadrangle "ith a large pace for preparing team 1D

the entr. A few stalls, ere ,Ter' efficientl T equipped,
but the horse and mille , numbering o,er IDO, were not
stabled at night at all but turned out the whole ear
round and rugg d in the cold' weather.

X Xt came th lar pigger)'." here excellent means
for 1 anlin amd general good management , ere pro­
,·ided. Ther wer m n' breeds-Berkshire, Tamworth,
1\Iiddl and Laqre Yorkshire, Large Black, Poland
Chilla- nel om fine specimens a·mong them. Each stu-

-
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<It'll t h hi 0 n pig to kill, cut up, cure, and moke, ,
\11<1 each pig bears the lYrand of· the executioner, hi
n lin is announced at breakfast when his handi ork
appear b!efore the hungry and jull»1ant ju~, in number
dose on 200. Thus keen rivalry and some excellent
re ,til ts are bound to liJccrue from this method.
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The dairy surpassed all expectations. There were
o cows, of many breeds, in milk a1. the time of the vi'sit,

the chief breeds being pure-bred Ayrshires and Kerry's.
.:.vlilking was done partly by hand and partly by machine,
and the byres and indeed the whole dairy were the per­
fection of cleanliness. Milk was bought each day from
neighbour~, and up to one ton of oheese and one-and-a
half ton of butter were made per week, entirely by the
students. Each 'student's cheese must be examined and•
passed before his diploma can be gained. Several var-
ieties besides Cheddar were made.

After afternoon tea and a. visit to the kitchen, where
\-egf$taMes were prepared in st'eam cookers, and meat in
ovens capable of holding up to eight sheep, and to the
cold storage rooms, where all meat is hung for at least
a week before consumption, our visit came to a close.

Mr. Potts in bis kind and generous spirit presented
to us a number of agricultural pamphlets and copies of
the score-cards used at Hawkesbury to teach the points,
etc., of stock and the value of cereals, and we left vouch­
ing that the College had been to us a most agreeable
~urprise, and that we should never forget the kindnes
and geniality of its principal, who assured us that Rose­
worthy students would always be welcome to visit hi
College.

•

•
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It is Said

That the First> Y'ears' are a fair lot, but. some of
them have not become acclimatised to our conditions,
as the .following quest'io'l1s show :-

Are the new staJbles gJoing to be huilt by the'
students?

Do we wear gloves at our dances?
Is the steam separator worked by hand?
\\lw are the horns cut off polled cows?

•

Is Jersey's udder back to front?

B~ble Study.
The Bibil:e-study circl:e did not commence its secontl

year of exist'ence quite as favourably as might have been
hoped for. New 'students were hesitatingly slow Lo join,
and this, combined with the apparent difficulty
of the commencing studies of our new book,
and unfortunately the not "'ery encouraging
attitude displayed by many of the old students, not mem­
bers, resulted in the number of fresh men MnOlmting to<­
only three. This was a pity, the more so as we hope
to affiliate with the Australian Student Chnstian Union
in the near future, and thus for,m a small l..ranch at.
RO'seworthy of that great movem'ent, which has t"stab­
11shed itself in most df the Universities, and in many of
the Agricultural and other Colleges of Australasia. To.
do this of course there must be the 'members, and oUr
pres·ent number of eleven see,ms hardly adeqjUate to form
anything hut a weak limb.

However, those who did decide to be amongst
the small circle we think can now tell the others that
their haYing done so has been justified, and that their
time spent has bv no means been wasted.

"
The new book commenced at the beginning of the

term is Oldhann's II Stludies on the Teaching of J'esus"
as recorded in the Synoptic Gospels. It is a book con­
taining more general work, and with questions offering
more scope fori discU'ssion than the tlW'O of last year, and
perhaps it was on that account that the studies
appeared a little more difficult to get a grasp of at the
start. But we have now becdme accustomed to our
study book and a;-e .finding it full of interest and im­
po,rtant lessons; lessons, we are realising, in value and
worth, second to none the world has received.

THE Bl'UDEN'l'.J(l
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THE Sl'UDENT.

Chaff.

I

Tiny.
Tism.
Flitts.
Nol1itts.
Esbarys.
Dahloes.
Stadium.
Tooey-Cawew.
r. can't stand.
Under below.
'Arf-a-mo.
Kick it, Jeff.
Ah! lucky Jim.
I suppose, M'r. Ross.
Mind your eye, Josh.

•

•

•

•
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Wanted to Know

•

•

Which disease is stahilitis ?
Who pruned currants at Clare?
Whether it is usual to drill stumps.
Who mistook Harry for Gala?
If V.ertigo is a new brand of whisky.
Who fell off the roller ?
Who was recrowned ?
Who is Slippery's next victim?
Why Skeeta was in the town trip.
Who, although so small, thought himself a J ack-in­

-the-box~he will jump up in 'Arf-a-mo.
Who put his foot (I) in a bucket of eggs?
Who protested against a custom which has been car­

Tied on for centuries ?
Who was a tempor'ary resident of No I, and later

-of No.8, upstairs?
Who does not know kat etiquette means?
Was Horatio MJoonface frightened when he tipped up

the watercart ?



•

NNE

wo t

A. nstrali
ADELAID

of Ho

J.

Effect a Policy at once to cover your

Mares against Foaling Risks. Every

other description of Risk covered,

including Growing Crops, Haystacks.

aud Implements. . . Apply direct

or to any of the Company's Agents

for rates and particulars.

A "PAL" OF THE STUDENTS IS "

Patronise an Australian Institution by

placing your Insurance with the

"tud

ERB.

ueensland .9nsurance COIJ.• ~t

Head. OfliCQ 10.. SQQth

GRENFELL STREET

The Up-to-date

Hairdresser & Tobacconist,

MURRAY STREET, GAWLERi

Students will find that his Stock of Tobacconistw.tre is one of t

most Up-la-date out of Adelaide.

NEW STUDENTS, NOTE THE ADDRESS-

Opposite rOWN HALL, MURRAY ST., GA WLE


