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Extracts from letters written by Sgt. W. R. Birks, B.Sc. 
(Agric. ) :-

" Coming overland on the train was a wonderful experi­
ence. We started at daylight on Sunday, and detrained here 
about ten on Tuesday morning; during that time we lived 
on bully beef and biscuit and tinned butter and jam, and left 
Our carriages twice each day for a drink of tea, provided 
from French military kitchens along the line. 

We were all haH entranced and unusually happy the wholo 
way; something like our first trip in Egypt, but this was 
different. The scenery was so fres h and beau ti'ful , grand and 
rugged the first day, and the people all along were so 
mendously warm and poli te and fri endly. 

'1'1)( ' bHlance of tIle flncl the' rest of till' 
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They had the band, and at each station they all hopped out 
and played the Marseillaise and Rule Britannia, and Advance 
Australia Fair, and Marseilll!-ise again, and the populace uni­
fornlly went mad. A vivacious French railway official was 
telling us about it on Sunday morning. He said he was sure 
that many of the girls from his town were carried a way 0 11 

the train in the excitement. There is much sincerity abou t 
these people. There is a fair sprinkling of ladies in m ourn­
ing in every group. The girls would come down to yarn 
away (or at least we would do our best to that end) with­
out the sl~ghtest hint at II forwardness." 

At Orange there was a great crowd of nurses distribut ing 
post cards and collecting souvenirs. Up till then the country 
is something like Canterbury plains, snow mounta ins away 
on the right. A11,out mid-day there was snow on both sides , 
fairly close on the right, and mountains very rugged; quite 
like pictures of Alpine scenery. For the rest of t he day we 
were going up the valley of a fairly big ri·ver, and som etimes 
there would be two or three bridges of considerable size in 
sight at once. 

The terraced vineyards were just as we had heard of 
them . In places all the land in sight for miles was steep 
hill sides, and every yard of them terraced. All the vines 
and trees well pruned, and the ground well worked. We 
scarcely saw any unused land at all. Away down South the 
poor stony ridges were planted with olives. That was about 
the only place we saw sheep grazing at large, and they wer e 
shepherded. Saw scarcely any fences the whole way a cross. 
It must be a great saving of ground with these small plots 
and patches. 

Ran through Lyons just after dark. We missed two or 
three other big cities by night, which the other 13th lads 
saw by day. Chalons. Just had a look at a map. At 
daylight on Monday we ran through Dijon. The country was 
difierent then, and the scenery softer, more like Auburn and 
Watervale; hiUtops a bit rougher, quiet little streams. 
Later in the day the country was flatter, some fair-sized 
slow rivers, all dammed and locked (the Rhone was a .. eries 
of mild cataracts). There were canals and any amount of 
barge traffic. A pair of horses haul along a huge ba rge. 
We were all hoping to get at least a ~limpse of ra.ri s tha.t 
night. Fontainbleau after dark, and then a ' long s t op t 
J uvi sy. When we moved again the engine was 011 til ' o t.ill'r 
end and we all turned in. Must hay pass d l'rsltill\,s 
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Next morning I woke just in time to see the last of the 
Seine i the big bridge at Rouen. The weather had changed 
then, and the city looked very dirty and miserable. From 
there to Havre was nearly all flattish farming country, real 
old thatched buildings. The Janning seemed what we ima­
gined it is in England i fairly heavy country, wheat and 
oats just beginning to come away, and turnips and a few 
potatoes being planted. Odd patches of kale and mustard . 
Down South there was as much lucerne as all the ot.her crops 
put together. 

Another thing that interested us very much t oo, on Sun-. 
day morning, was the ancient castle ruins on hill-tops; 
most inaccessible places they all seemed. Eve'l."y town and 
village has an ancient quarter; about as old as the castle the 
houses seemed, though most of them are still occupied. 

Extract from a late'r letter :-

" The camp itself is the muddiest hole I have ever seen, 
and yet from indications remaining, it is dry now to what it 
must have been in the winter. We had a splendid day for 
moving over, and one dry one since, othen\"ise t.he weather 
has been what we expected for France, driYing showers, bit­
-terly cold and occasional sprinklings of snow. We have to 
.get out in it a good deal and wade about in the mud look­
ing aft'er the " donks." They feel the cold a good deal, but 
'so far all of ours have survived it. 'Ve feed them 0 11 oats 
(neat) twke a day, and m eadow hay (baled) for the other 

two. In this there are various clovers, rye grass, fox tail 
:and such like grasses. They . don't seem to know anything 
about chaff in this country llor wheaten nor oaten hay. We 
do wish we could speak more Frellch. We have very pleasant 
lessons every evening, but progress is slow. There are two 
grown girls, real sports, they speak a few words of English, 
likewise does Madame, but the old man cannot get a single 
word, and it annoys him very much when he tries to explain 
anything. However, we can rake up about haH a dozen dif­
ferent little soldiers' pocket French books amongst us, and 
we Set out the other evening to discuss farming, and got 
along very well considering. All details of yields had to 
be transposed from hectares, kilos, kilomet.res, metres, and 
francs to acres, lbs., miles, yards, and shillings. We didn't 
discover anything startlingly different ' from our own farming . 
Prices are all higher, wages lower, and areas smaller . 

• 
Sleur has about 20 to 30 acres, and it g-ocs up to I' 
.£l()(' per acre. 
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They grow chiefly wheat, oats , grasses and clover for 
hay, mangels, turnips, potatoes, and haricot beans . Under 
the eaves of every barn there is a row of these plants, dry 
and fully podded, selected seed I suppose. P o t a t oes are go­
ing in now i they allow the seed to sprout in open wooden 
trays about the size of a kerosene tin on its side, a nd bring 
it out to the fields in these trays . This is the me thod we 
talk about a lot at home, but very seldom see it used. 

They are very careful of s tra w of course. While we 
were at I, Billet No. 1," they thras hed a cou ple of small 
stacks. A very neat little machine , oil engine , t hrasher and 
straw binder all in one frame, cost £ 2()O. There were t wo 
men, three girls and a boy working it, but when we \V~r<! 

off parades the lads took cha r ge a nd ran the whole outfit . 

Here we have a most luxuria nt bunk on the straw i'n the 
barn, you sink right into it. The youngsters come over and 
romp about with us when w e knock off in t he evenings . 
There are four or five of them at school. They don 't" com­
pree II any English, but that does no t interfere in t he least. 
There are a couple of youths (all in the family) working on 
the farm; the elder one was ha ndcuffed and held a prisoner 
for three days when the Germans were here ea rly in the war. 
The two brothers, -older t.han the girls, are both away at 
the war, one in Belgium and the other at Ver dun . We 've 
come to the conclusion tha t. fa rming people a re much the 
same the world over. These pla ces remind m e very much of 
the farms about Saddleworth. II 

MR . ALlCK J. l\IURRA Y. 

There are few men who have as consis t.en t ly support.ed 
and befriended the Roseworthy College a s Mr . A. J . Murray, 
of Mt. Crawford, and we can a ll look b ack wi t h considerable 
pleasure t o those visits made during s tudent days t o both 
l\:U. Crawford and Concordia. 

The best stock which t.hese r enowned flocks could pro­
duce was on view to Students annually, a nd the words of 
wisdom and advice from Mr. Murray ha ve a lways been greal­
ly appreciated. 

In addition to the vast fund of experience as a s he p 
breeder, Mr. Murray 's genial, happy persona lity as a m all 
and a hos t has won for him the keenes t. regard o f u l1 Whll 
have had the good fortune t o come in cont ac t wi th h lll1 i t 
is oul y fitting t.h a t the ColI ge sh ulel ha \'e Sll lll ~' IWI II Hllh' lI t 
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reminder of all it owes to Mr. Murray, and we are pleased 
that in this dircction a life-sized "bust" portrait has been 
obtained to ;hang upon the walls of the dining hall. 

MR. FRED. K. WATSON, M .A., B .Sc. 

Recently thcrc returned to South Au stralia o ne of our 
old students in the person of Mr. F. K. Watson, who, after 
completing his course at the Roseworthy College, passed 011 

to Edinburgh, from which he has graduated with high 

honors. 

Mr. Watson, it will be r emembered. secured the College 
Gold Medal as Dux of his year in 1·90S. H e displayed such -
high ability as a student that he was advised to go abroad 
and to equip himself with further scientific training. H e had 
first to m atriculate at the Adelaide University, and then left 

for Edinburgh in September. 1910. 

His course at that University covered four and a half 
years. in which time he graduated as Master of Arts , and in 
addition taking the degrees of Batchelor of Agricultural 
Science and Batchelor of Engineering, with honors in each 
case. He also was bracketed as joint winner o f the Steven 
Scholarship in Agriculture, which is worth £, -0 a year. 

While at the University, Mr. Watson took an active part 
in the Agricultural and Engineering Societies connected there­
with. filling the office of President in both instances. 

Such a scholastic record is one to be proud of. and. 
knowing Mr. Watson as we do, we have no doubt of hi s put­
ting into practical application the knowledge of which he is 
possessed. 

On his return to South Australia Mr. Watson put the 
call of country before ' personal ' advancement and enlisted in 
the A.I.F. for active service. He is at present attached to 
the Corps of Engineers in Sydney. 

Old Roseworthy studcnts will join in congratulating him 
on the result of his studies and in wishing him a safc aud 
speedy return to South Australia. coupled wHh n. fillill): r'­
cognition of his value as an officer in the Agricultural in­
t rests of the Slatt'. 
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Cpltlolam 
(By X.Y.Z.) 

We have amongst us a young giant. His 
proximately 1,6 stone, but he carries it well. 
our coming ruckmen, but unfortunately last 
with an accident and was unable t.o show his 
the end of the season. 

weigh is a p­
He is one of 

year he met 
abilities un t il 

Being very awkward he thinks nothing of kicking one in 
the shins or falling on top of someone in descending from 
his aereal marks. He is also to don the flannels for cr icket 
this year, which is rather a surprise, as the hot weather 
may play up with his appetite, and on that account loosen 
a few pounds of his superfluous baby's fat, of which , no 
doubt, he is proud. 

He is one of the champion pugs of the College, and when 
in a bad mood, being upset with his love affair with _ 
well, I think you will know who I mean if you take it to 
be the girl described by Liz., in a few words together with 
a kerosine tin, it is well to keep out of his way. We are 
expecting to hear of "Pommy" being invited int.o the 
common room to see who is the better man, as our hero was 
the means of giving one of our foremost first years a three 
days' rest in bed. 

He shines best at dinner time. Some of his tabl e say­
ings are : "After you, Liz., " when fig jam has h een 
mentioned . II Pull your finger out., Buck, you don't exped 
a man to wait all day." If he is asked to pass anything, 
he will say, " Can't you wait awhile ?" 

He takes a great interest in chemistry, and knows severa l 
formulas. In fact he is thinking of putting in overtime a t 
the " lab." 

His ideas about his shearing capabilities are rather ex­
aggerated, but to be correct I should have said they wer e, 
but after a certain occasion in the shearing shed with 
" Jack," he has somewhat quietened down on this subject , 
in fact this year he was " conspicuous by his absence" from 
the machines. . 

Of course he will be gold medallist next year, a s he 
quietly informed someone t.hat he int.ended getting' a ll ltv r 
age of 85 per cent. ; t.his session. He seems to thin t.it .l.t 
wl1('n h{' is on t.he warpath, all must flee before hi 111 , 

ll~ \ t 
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theless, the first years seem to be able to get their s ha re of 
fun of late, although on their arrival many of them thought 
their life was in jeopardy on several occasions, and this eX­
plains the fact why the pepper tree by the " gym. " had 
been used so much as a place of safet y . 

He has ea rned numerous na:mes, well applied, but per­
haps the best of all is the lates t , and by looking up another 
page of this magazine you will find out the r eason for our 
hero t o have s uch a fla ttering name as "Convict." (With 
apologies to X . Y . Z. ) 

---!«"----

School N o tes. 

There is reason t o b elieve tha t we could dispense with 
the daily papers. We have in our m idst one Toff, who usu­
ally ha s the lates t cat astroph ies, etc. (mostly, etc.), on the 
tip of his tongue, fully t wenty-four hours, after they oc­
cured. 

• * * 
An appreciation. Billy, the " farm m anager," has been 

of great service to us during the last session. Without h is 
• 

aid we would not have known whether we knew it or not. 

* * * 
The II Convict " made his a ppear a nce with his I I hair off." 

Perhaps he regarded it as " unsound," at any r ate we know 
his head is . Has he aban doned Gawler because of these 
things (hear it 'weep ), or did someone in Gawler abandon 
him . 

• • 
"Well, I'll te'll yer." "I saw an a dvertisem ent in the 

paper for a man who knew a ll a bout horses, cattle, s heep, 
pigs, in fact knew all about everything, " "and t ook t he 
job and still have it." "They know a good man when t hey 
see him." E ncore Jack, that's only the tenth thi s m orn-
• lng . 

• • * 

Toft, you know, l ikes cricket, particularly batting. Som e 
of lli s strokes , however, do not find favo r with Piggic; t he 
latter should be more t o lerant, he was n ' t killing s tee r:;;. Hi' 
conduct is in marked contras t t o tha t of S pUC\', wit ~l' II ' 
hav iollr has' II r eaching " cliec ls. • 

• 
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Wanted to Know 

Who is Uncle Maurice? 
Who is t.hat racing man? 
Who II cuts it out, Laddie?" 
Who was watching the trains go out 7" 

Answeps io Copreapondents. 

Pro. Waxbill. (1) Cannot give you a definite answer, 
you should experiment.; most probable your olives would 
hatch into t.intacks within a century. (2) Would advise 
crossing your magpies with ducks to achieve the best re­

sults. 
• • • 

Spuey. Yes! most people who stutter, only do so 

when they speak. 
• * • 

Stromboli . No! We cannot suggest anything that will 
enable you to eat faster . 

a.. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .'J'''''' ...... _ • _ • _ • _ • _ • _ •• _0 _ • _ • _ • _ • _ • _ • _ • _ • _ • _ • _ • _ • _ ... _ .... _ '"" IIJII" 

FaRMBRS! 
Buy a "New Bra" 
Rope Machine d 

e your own rope 
• rl • 

All twine used for binding 
your hay can be re-made 

into strong rope. 

Th~ " N~w Era" is a great money saver. It enables you to mak~ 
from binder twine all the rope you need on the farm. Instead of 
throwing away tangled pieces of twine or allowin~ odd piec~s left 
over from harvest to dry out and d~preciate. you can manufacture 
th~m into serviceable rop~ at a cost FAR BELOW MARKET RATE. 
Writ~ for particulars. Full dir~ctiol1s with each Ill. hint' . 

H. W. DeBBIB & ee., LIMIT 0 
Gawle.. Place. Adelaide. 
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