
















































































28 THE STUDENT

arrive at a final determination. The defects of the system are
well recognised, but in the absence of a better mode of com-
paring live stock and affixing relative values as breed repre-
sentatives it will doubtless retain the confidence of the agricul-
tural community. It is openly admitted that many of the most
trustworthy judges are unable, In many instances, to support
their decisions by wholly satisfactory explanations, even when
their judgments are generally approved. Many of the best
practical men shrink from officiating at students’ judging com-
petitions, because of the accompanying obligation to give
reasons for the decisions arrived at and to demonstrate the
strong and weak points imdividually to the competitors.

This has been held an exposure of the weakness of the
system, and, with a commendable desire to substitute for it «
more scientific method, numerical values were affixed to a
definite schedule of ‘‘points,’’ and thus arose the much-vauntec
““score card,’” which 1s the basis of what is known as ‘‘judging
by points.”

The system was first brought in by the Jersey cattle
breeders some eighty-five years ago, and their example has heen
mitated by many other breed societies. Nevertheless, this
effort to reduce the art of stock-judging to a complex problem
m mathematics has failed to grip the agricultural world, and
even 1n the United States of America, where it received more
serious consideration than elsewhere, it is not now regarded as

being applicable to stock-judging, either at shows or in com-
merce.

On theoretical grounds it would be reasonable to expect
that stock-judging would be simplified and rendered more nuni-
form by adopting a scale of points as a basis; but in practice
1t 1s found that the card system absorbs much more time than
can b_e allowed under ordinary conditions, and that Jjudees
experienced the greatest difficulty in placing a numerical value
on particular points. No scoring card is wholly satisfactory,
and the judge often finds that the proportion of its allowance
of marks to the various regions does not nearly square with
his own ideas as to relative values. Again, when i1t comes to
making a ‘“‘cut’’ from standard values the numerical equivalent
of the deficiency observed at any point cannot be assessed
uniformly or with a greater degree of accuracy than marks the
other and less cumbersome method of judging. As one eritic
has pointed out, there would not be one man in a thousand

who, if not forw_arned, could score an animal exactly the same
on two consecutive days,




THE STUDENT 29

There is this further to be said as against the score card
system. An animal marked by individual points may score
heavily and yet be so deficient in one point that no judge would
be justified in awarding it a prize. I can recall the experience
of a well-known judge of sheep in New Zealand who, first of
all, judged a series of exhibits at Dunedin on the card system
and then, on comparing the totals, discovered the order of
sequence to be so mueh at variance with his own sound judg-
ment that he was forced to revert to the older method.

In conclusion, then, it may be said that the scoring card
1s practically valueless as a direct aid to show ring judging,
but, nevertheless, 1t may fairly claim a place in the teaching
of stock-judging, provided the 1mportance of 1t 18 not unduly
emphasised. It helps to impart system to the study and facili-
tates the work where large numbers are receiving instruction.
If persistently employed, however, there 18 a real danger of
establishing the habit of viewing each point separately, and
the overwhelming importance of general symmetry, inter-
relationship of parts, and balance 1s thereby obscured. For
t%lis reason score cards are wisely restricted to elementary
classes.

One of the consequences of the introduction of the score
card has been the inauguratfon of judeging competitions in con-
nection with the live stock shows. These take the form of
open competitions and attract numerous entries from young
farmers and agricultural college students. It appears to me
that consideration, too, might well be given to this matter by
the Royal Agricultural and Horticultural Society of this State.
I believe such a scheme would be well received, and it would
certamly do good by encouraging young agriculturists to
Speclalise in the arduous and ofttimes perplexing task of
Judging live stock.

——*___
ROSEWORTHY OLD COLLEGIANS’ ASSOCIATION.

Since our last issue we cordially welcome the return to
Australia of .—

Andrews, F. C. Fotheringham, N. S,
Bartholomaeus, R. R. Grant, J. E.

Chapman, W. H. | Hamilton, K. T.

Clark, 1. J: Haslam, S. H.

Cooke, C. W. Killicoat, D. H, (D.C.M.)
Driscoll, W. F. Kuhne, F. J.

Dunstone, C. L. Martin, J. C. V.

-
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Opie, S. P. . Tamblyn, W. K.

Ryan, J. H. Vohr, S. C.

Quinn, D. G. Walkem, G. C.

Sibley, H. K. Webb, G. R. |

Stone, A. P. ~ Wheaton, F. A. (D.C.M.)

Symon, O. S. Yeatman, E. P.
_______.*—_.——

GENERAL NOTES.

Our Alma Mater has of late been honoured by the visits
of the following old Students:—O. S. Symon, S. C. Vohr, B.
Fuller, F. A. Wheaton, H. Lewcock, 5. H. Haslam, C. W. Coolke.

W. H. Chapman.
B. Conway has been appointed Superintendent of the

V. & O. at the College, vice B. W. Hocking, who 1s now an
Inspector under the Returned Soldiers’ Settlement Board.

E. S. West 1s attending lectures at the University.

F. K. Watson 1s now attached to the N.S.W. Irrigation
Department at Leeton.

W. G. McNeil and G. E. Bagot are conjointly negotiatine
for a River Murray property in order to put the principles of
dairying into practice.

D. H. Preston i1s gaining valuable sheep and farming ex-
perience at Narioota, Spalding. He was recently elected to the
Committee of the Association, which committee is now com-
prised of members representing the different years.

~ ®. B. Opie is attached to the Irrigation Department on the
River Murray.

H. R. Haselgrove is at present at the College.

In the world of sport the College 1s being worthily repre-
sented. J. T. Murray is distinguishing himself as a member
of the A.LLF. Cricket Team at present touring England. .J.

Sibley is creditably representing South Australia this year in
Inter-State football matches v. Victoria.

H Qlutterbuck 18 due to arrive via the United States at
Sydney in August.

(. Buchanan, on latest advices, was reported to be ill.

. The same mail brought the news that S. H. Reed was
Spending an enjoyable furlough in England.

M. W. Kay is due to return shortly.

M. Shenton is gaining valuable wool experience on a large
station near Geraldton, W.A., and expects to complete his
studies later at Bradford, England. '




THE STUDENT. 31

K. MacLeod writes cheerfully from Telechie Station,
Olary.

}{Ve heartily congratulate Lt.-Col. Fulton, C.B.K., Com-
mandant A.LLF. Headquarters, Cairo, upon receiving the high
distinction of C.M.G.; J. F. Bagot was recently mentioned in
despatches; F. A. Wheaton was mvested with the D.C.M. at
Keswick Barracks during July.

Marriage congratulations to L. J. Cook, of Experimental
Farm, Minnipa ; R. H. F. McIndoe, B. Fuller, and G. C. Masson.

—— e S e e
ANNUAL DINNER.

Old scholars will doubtless be pleased to learn that the
annual re-union festival will be held on Thursday, 4th Septem-
ber. It will take the form of a dinner and smoke social and we
anticipate that there will be a good gatherimg of staunch
College supporters as well as old boys.

Particulars will be circularised amongst members and
friends in due course.

We deeply regret to record the death of Bruce Milton
Taylor, a graduate of 1914. He was invalided to Australia
suffering from the after-effects of gas poisoning and died
a few months after reachineg home.

We regretfully record the death of Alex. Kerguson
MeBain, a student of 1897, in his fortieth year.

e
HONOUR BOARD.

The Committee of the Old Collegians™ Association have
good reason to be pleased by the support accorded by the old
students 1 connection with the College honour roll.

No doubt in many instances the circular letter was unin-
tentionally overlcoked.

The responses received, however, were liberal in character.
and m this connection special mention is made of the generous
donation received from Mr. C. B. Warnes, of Woolgangi,
Burra. '

It was wholly through the direct efforts of the President
that the Government granted financial assistance towards
defraying the cost of the Honour Board. The Association owes
a debt of gratitude both to the Government and our untirine
President. i

The Committee are glad at all times to receive any advice
concerning the Honour List, of any name omitted from the list.
0of the returned and returning members of the A.LLF., and
especially in regard to Honours and Distinctions gained abroad.

R. H. MOWAT, Hon. Secretary.



Roseworthy Agricultural College.

WALTER J. COLEBATCH, B.Se. (Agric.), M.R.C.V.S.,

Principal.

Subjects—
A griculture, Dairying, Aviculture, and Wool Classing.

Livestock, Veterinary Science, and Dietetics.

Viticulture, Oenology, and Fruit Culture.

Chemistry, Agricultural Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics
and Surveying.

Botany, Agricultural Botany, Bookkeeping, and English,

Manual Practice on Farm, Vineyard, Orchard, and i
Dairy, Wine Cellars, and Farm Workshop.

Tuition Fees—
£30 per annum (Including board and lodging).

Scholarships—
Six, each valued at £90, open for competition annuaiiv.

Sessions—
The course of study extends over nine sessions,
three years.

The FIRS’I’ SESSION of each year begins on or about

the third Wednesday in April and closes on or
about the third Friday in July.

'The SECOND SESSION opens on or about the second
Tuesday after the close of the first session and
closes on or about the second Friday in October.

The THIRD SESSION opens on or about the second
Tuesday after the close of the second session,
and closes at the completion of the vintage.

Applications for Prospectus and Information should be addressed to—

THE SECRETARY,
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE,
ROSEWORTHY.
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