
High achievers step up for deserved acclaim
BEN HYDE

THE state's array of high
achievers were celebrated
last night at the 2009 Advan-
tage SA South Australian of
the Year category awards
presentation.

Awards were presented
across eight different cate-
gories, including arts, sport,
tourism, health and science,
at the ceremony at the Ad-
elaide Town Hall.

Professor Robert Norman
took the health and science
award categories for his ser-

vice to reproductive health
and regenerative medicine.

The professor in obstet-
rics and gynaecology at the
University of Adelaide said
it was an honour to receive
the awards.

"The award is a recog-
nition of the health and sci-
ence disciplines and the re-
sults we can get when they
work together," he said.

"The greatest achieve-
ment is that we have built a
group that is world class in
terms of science and dis-
covery that can also provide

outcomes for the South Aus-
tralian population in health."

Stefan Ahrens, who won
the business category, said
he did not consider it an
individual accolade.

"It's a team award signify-
ing the achievement of our
whole company and the
great people we have work-
ing there that have contrib-
uted to that," he said. "One
person can't make things
happen; you need a team."

Advantage SA chief execu-
tive officer Nikki Seymour
Smith said the awards high-

lighted the diverse range of
talent across the state.

"I am thrilled to recognise
the winners of the South
Australian of the Year cat-
egory awards," she said.

"The talent within this
state is quite remarkable."

Winners were selected
from both public and peer
nominations.

The South Australian of
the Year and Young South
Australian of the Year will
be presented tonight.
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