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Please complete all boxes unless indicated otherwise. Due date: PALS Session 1 in Week 2	

	STEP 1: Background and Aims

	· In today’s world, information about issues of interest is reported via a range of formats, ranging from print (e.g. books, journals, newspapers and magazines) to electronic media (e.g. radio, television, DVD, and the internet). 
· For any given topic, the information available is open to constant scrutiny, re-evaluation, reinterpretation, updating and/or expansion as new investigative techniques become available and additional data are generated. Often, various points of view and even contradictory conclusions, supposedly based on the same data, are reported in the literature. 
· These characteristics of information sources present a challenge for the user – how can the credibility and validity of individual sources be determined? Which sources are reliable and which are selective in their data presentation or open to bias in the information they present?
· Literature-RSD Task 1 expands upon concepts presented during the Bachelor of Health Sciences O-Week Workshop, the focuses on the development of skills in information retrieval, analysis of the scientific credibility of the information retrieved and appropriate acknowledgement of its origins, i.e. referencing.

	Aims: 
Through the completion of Lit-RSD Task 1 each student will have the opportunity to develop and refine research skills related to: -
· Develop skills in retrieving appropriate data using search engines, catalogues and scientific databases.
· Develop and/or refine skills in critical appraisal of literature and information sources for their relevance, credibility and validity.
· Become familiar with and accurately apply the Harvard (author-date) style of reference citation.



	STEP 2: Task Instructions

	· During tutorial session 1 in week 1 you will be:
1. Allocated a specific Lit-RSD 1 topic.
2. Asked to find one (1) information source for this topic from either the internet OR a journal OR a specialized book (your tutor will tell you which type to find).
· The information source must be credible, relevant and valid (i.e. appropriate) for first year a university-level assignment.
· Complete Steps 3-10 of this worksheet, and submit it to your PALS leader during the PALS 1 session in week 2.
· This activity will contribute 2.5% of the assessment in Human Biology IA. 



	STEP 3: Personal Details

	Student Name:
	Student ID:

	Tutorial Session (Day/Time): 
	Tutor:



	STEP 4: Topic and Source of Information (To Be Completed During Tutorial Session 1)

	Allocated Topic:

	Source of information (tick one):
	Internet         
	Journal article        
	Specialised book         

	Please note:
	Internet can include websites, blogs, wikis, news articles etc., as well as articles/reviews from online journals, other peer reviewed online publications, or government reports.
	Journal articles are primary research articles published in scientific journals. Primary research articles are actual accounts of research by the people who have performed the scientific investigations. The Barr Smith library has hardcopies of many scientific journals, but many articles can also be accessed online for free via the library website. 
	Specialised textbooks provide a more comprehensive discussion of specific topics than would be found in a general text like, for example, the recommended textbook for Human Biology IA (Tortora and Derrickson).



	STEP 5: Source Selection

	Find one source of information on the allocated topic that you believe is credible, relevant and valid (i.e. appropriate) for first year a university-level assignment.

	I have attached to this document a photocopy or printout of the first page of the internet, journal article or specialised textbook source to this handout. This photocopy must include all relevant bibliographical details of the source, i.e. author, date, publisher etc.	
	Yes      



	STEP 6: Search Strategy

	Provide a short written account of how you located the information source on your topic, i.e. a search strategy. 
Details that must be supplied in the search strategy include:
1. The names of any indexes, catalogues, databases or search engines used to access information. A wide range of suitable databases can be easily accessed through the Barr Smith Library website.
2. The key words used in searching the catalogue, database or search engine, and how you determined these key words.
3. The number of responses obtained using particular keywords.
4. The nature of any search refinements employed to narrow the scope of the search and the rationale for these refinements.
5. The rationale used in the final selection of the article or the information site, i.e. the methods/criteria applied in evaluating the source.
6. Any other method employed in locating relevant data.

	





































	STEP 7: Source Credibility

	Provide a short written assessment of the credibility of the source of information you have selected. Your assessment of credibility should be based on indicators (positive and negative) present in the source, and relate to the suitability of the source as the basis for a university level assignment.

	







































	STEP 8: Source Acknowledgment  (Referencing)

	Write an in-text citation AND full reference for the source you have selected using the Harvard (author, date) referencing style. 
There are many online resources explaining the Harvard System of reference citation; an excellent source is available via the University of South Australia website at: http://www.unisa.edu.au/ltu/students/study/referencing/harvard.pdf

	In-text citation:

	Full reference: 



	STEP 9: Submission of Lit-RSD Task 1 Worksheet

	Submit this completed Lit-RSD Task 1 assessment worksheet and attached copy of source) to your PALS leader at the end of your PALS 1 session during week 2 of the semester.



	STEP 10: Student Declaration

	I declare that:
1. My name is on this worksheet.
2. I have kept a COPY of my worksheet.
3. The answers in this assignment are the result of my own work and convey my personal understanding of the material.
4. I have read and understand the Human Biology IA 2011 Course Handbook statements on assessment and plagiarism (5.2-5.3).
5. I have read the University’s Academic Honesty and Assessment Obligations for Coursework Students Policy & Academic Dishonesty Procedures available online: http://www.adelaide.edu.au/policies/230
6. I also give my permission for my assessment work to be reproduced and submitted to other academic staff for the purposes of assessment and to be copied, submitted and retained in a form suitable for electronic checking of plagiarism.

	Student Name:
	Student ID:

	Student Signature: 





	Lit-RSD Task 1 Marking Criteria - STAFF USE ONLY 

	
Facets of Inquiry

	Student Autonomy 
Level 1
Students research at the level of  a closed enquiry and require a high degree of structure/ guidance
	Student Autonomy 
Level 2
Students research at the level of  a closed enquiry and require a some structure and guidance
	Student Autonomy 
Level 3
Students research independently at the level of a closed enquiry

	A.	Students embark on inquiry and so determine a need for knowledge/ understanding
	· Uses the general topic provided to initiate a basic search for a source (0.5 marks)
	· Refines the general topic provided and undertakes a more targeted basic search (0.75 marks)
	· Refines the general topic provided and undertakes an in depth search on selected key aspect of the topic       (1 mark)

	B.	Students find/generate needed information/data using appropriate methodology
	· Search strategy is limited to a single approach (e.g. only one internet search engine is used) for finding information sources     (1 mark)
· Information source is not relevant to the topic (0.5 marks)
	· Search strategy uses several different approaches (e.g. search engines and databases are used) for finding information sources (1.5 marks)
· Information source is partially relevant to the topic (0.75 marks)

	· Search strategy includes multiple approaches for finding quality information sources (e.g. search engines, databases, scientific catalogues, library etc.) (2 marks)
· Information source is relevant to the topic   (1 mark)

	C.	Students critically evaluate information/data and the process to find/generate that information/data
	· Identifies indicators of source credibility and reliability, but does not fully apply them in selection of source      (1 mark)
· Supporting evidence in search strategy is only partially supplied and/or is inappropriate (1 mark)
	· Identifies several relevant indicators of source credibility and reliability, and provides appropriate rationale for selection of source (1.5 marks)
· Supporting evidence in search strategy is supplied, but some details are inaccurate (1.5 marks)
	· Identifies a wide range of indicators of source credibility, and reliability and fully applies these in selection of source      (2 marks)
· Supporting evidence in search strategy is extensive and appropriate (2 marks)

	D.	Students organise information collected/generated
	· 
	· 
	· 

	E.	Students synthesise and  analyse and apply new knowledge
	· 
	· 
	· 

	F.	Students communicate knowledge, understanding  and the process used to generate it, with an awareness of ethical, social and cultural issues
	· Incorrect in-text citation (0.5 marks)
· Incorrect full reference (1 mark)
	· Partially correct in-text citation (0.5 marks)
· Partially correct full reference (1 mark)
	· Correct in-text citation (0.5 marks)
· Correct full reference   (1 mark)

	Marker:
	Total Mark:             /10   =              %
	Final Grade:
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