‘Power, Passion & Greed: Georgian London 1714 -- 1830’
Workshop Five: Completing Your Research Project

The purpose of this assignment is to develop your skills (and, hopefully, interest) in historical research. It also relates directly to each of the course objectives which are that by the end of the semester students will be able to:

· display an understanding of the key themes in the development of modernity and the broader history of Early Modern England; 
· have developed critical and analytical skills appropriate to upper-level university students, including the ability to read sources critically; 
· have developed research and communication skills relevant to the study of the humanities; 
· bring historical knowledge to bear upon the understanding of present-day issues associated with human rights, civic responsibility and social justice as well as the use of new technologies, such as film and interactive multimedia, in the study of History.

This final workshop acts as a check list to explain, and help you meet, the marking criteria. A copy of the marking criteria in included with the workshop so you can refer to it as you work (it can also be found on Myuni in the Research Project folder, under Assignments). This is also the form I will be using to mark your Research Project. Much of what you have done so far in workshops involved becoming familiar with the interactive aspect of Second Life™. The assignment is a scholarly task after all, so this workshop is based less upon interactivity and more upon note card writing. It will give you practice in writing them clearly and succinctly and help to stimulate your ideas.

Begin the workshop by logging in to Second Life™ and going to your space.

1. The first of the criteria evaluates your ability to embark upon an inquiry & identify a suitable research topic. Your entry note card will provide the evidence for this. It has the same function as an essay’s introductory paragraph.
Task: Create a new note card as you did in the last workshop and name it something that will make sense to you later, such as “Draft Entry Note”. This will be a draft of the final version – you can either update it later or create another new one. Type a rough draft in this note card or make dot-point notes as you go through this section of the workshop, to get your ideas flowing.

·   Type: Both your avatar’s name and your own name

· Type: Your chosen essay question. (If you have chosen Q. 1 please also state if A or B and identify the person, event, building, or theme etc. you have chosen to research). 

· Write: a brief statement as to why you chose this topic and why you think it is important.
· Historical background. (For example, if you were researching pigeon breeding you would explain what attracted you to the subject and why historians are, or should be, interested in the development of modern sporting birds. Blackstone Skytower will need to know some basic facts about the topic – why did people breed pigeons: were they simply a good pie filling or did people race them or bet on them? Perhaps they were important because people tied messages to their legs in order to communicate with British spies in Paris?) Type a brief introduction to your topic. 
· An introduction to an essay will also tell the reader what to expect in the body of the essay. Your entry note card needs to do the same thing: give a brief statement of what Blackstone can expect to find in your space and how it relates to your essay question. (For example “this space depicts a pigeon breeder’s loft. It contains information about several breeds of pigeon, accounts of pigeon races, a recipe for pigeon pie and the court records of the capture and trial for espionage in France of a British man upon whom small metal rings and scraps of paper were found.”) 
What does your space depict? Write it in your note card.

What else does Blackstone need to know? Can she expect to find reading lists, or documents and images you’ve uploaded, or perhaps links to scholarly articles? Perhaps there’s a web site or an e-text to see? Have you designed the space to be viewed in a particular way – maybe she should follow a trail of arrows (or bird seed)? Have you set up two small activities which need to be done in a particular order? Should she work her way around the room in a clockwise direction and then go upstairs? 

Type a sentence that tells her how to view your project - make sure you show off all your hard work! 

Additional points can be gained in the entry note card by situating your research within the scholarly literature on the topic. (For example: “A great deal has been written about the breeding of pigeons prior to 1750 for both racing and pie fillings. Much has also been published in recent years about their use for communicating with the French Resistance in World War II but historians have completely overlooked the significance of their use during Britain’s wars with Napoleonic France. My research fills this significant gap in our knowledge about the use of sporting birds in the development of modern warfare”). Type your initial response to the question: how does your research fit into or add to what we already know about this topic? 

2. The second and third items on the rubric are concerned with your ability to generate information and manage the process by which you do so. This is just a fancy way of saying that it evaluates the breadth of your research and your ability to locate information in several ways to produce different kinds of sources. Like an essay’s bibliography your project should show that you have read widely and it should include both Primary and Secondary sources. This is an interactive assignment, using modern technology so, depending on your topic, it should include some discussion of printed sources, uploaded images such as documents and paintings, web sites and even Youtube clips. To pass this section, your Research Project needs to include a minimum of 10 sources and to provide evidence that you have looked at different kinds of sources. In other words, a space which provides only a single reading list containing five books will not pass this section. 
Task:

Create another note card which states (even approximatley) how many sources you have found and what kinds there are. (A bibliography is not a requirement of the assignment but you may wish to include one). There is no upper limit on the number of sources you can include but remember that it carries the equivalent workload of a 2,000 word essay. 
3. The final two criteria demonstrate that: 

a) you have not only read widely but you have also understood what you have read. Your ability to analyse and critique what you have read is evidence of your understanding of it.  Thus, your space should provide Blackstone with at least one note card which summarizes two or three books and/or articles. There are several ways you can do this in your space. Think about what you have read so far as a group of sources. Have you noticed something such as:

· the way historians write about the topic has changed in the last few decades   
· historians disagreeing about something (the reasons for something happening or an event’s significance

· has an historian ignored evidence or treated it differently to other historians?

 Task: Create another note card and type in some ideas about your research. If you can’t think of anything yet in your research for this assignment, write about last week’s Primary Sources about the abolition of slavery. Think about them as a group. What do they say? Do they all agree? How can you account for any disagreement? Of course you can provide more than one of these note cards in the final project so look for issues to write about as you read more. Write your thoughts in two or three sentences.

b) You can communicate your understanding of your research in clear, concise writing and in doing so adhere to scholarly conventions. Remember, this assignment carries the workload equivalent of a 2,000 word essay, it is not a 2,000 word essay – you do not need to write 2,000 words in your note cards! 

Task: look back over the note card you just wrote. Can you say the same things in fewer words? Cut the words down by 1/3 to ½. Are the spelling and grammar are correct? Clear, concise writing will gain you points – waffle will not. 

Now think about you can reference the information in your note card. It is not possible to produce actual footnotes but practice indicating information you paraphrase with phrases like “As Blake wrote” or “Smith reminds us that”. Quotes should be indicated with quotation marks in the text. You should end a note card with a list of the sources you have used. Include page numbers for quotations. There is no required style; as long as you have indicated where you have found the information and/or words you use, that will be sufficient.

Type two references – make them up if you like. Find a style that you feel comfortable with and includes all the relevant information.

Having got to the end of this workshop you might like to do something a bit lighter and wander past Temple Bar to look at some of the student projects done there last year. Directions: walk or fly through Temple Bar and follow the street to the next set of buildings. This is Fleet St on island 18, owned by the English Dept. at Illinois State University. You will see a red mansion house on the right. Turn left at Wills Coffee House. Click on the big sign across the street to learn about the kind of projects Dr. Ellison’s students did. (don’t be too intimidated by the blurb – this was a post graduate course!) You are more than welcome to explore the rooms in this T-shaped area. You will find projects that you like and learn a lot from – others may not appeal so much. Why? What makes some work and not others? Are there any ideas that will work well for your space? 
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