


Sheep Health Questionnaire 

The questionnaire below was sent out to 5000 sheep farmers in SA and about 2000 completed replies were received. There is a need to have the survey replies (currently collated in an Access database) to be analysed. 

The questions in the survey related to topics around farm management and animal health practices, and herd health outcomes, as well as farmer attitudes to disease outbreak reporting. 

The analysed information will be used to determine extension messages for SA sheep producers to improve sheep health management and production, as well as to influence Biosecurity SA livestock disease surveillance policy development. Some specific associations to be measured have been identified but there would be latitude to explore the data further.
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PIRSA Biosecurity Animal Health - South Australian Sheep Questionnaire
(Where appropriate, note that more than one box can be ticked)


Property Location (closest town) ………………………………………………        or                   PIC     ..… .................................. 
	
Major farm enterprise       Sheep    |_|          Cattle    |_|         Cropping    |_|	 Other      |_|  ……………………………………

Major sheep enterprise     Wool   |_|         Fat lambs  |_|         Meat sheep  |_|          Stud   |_|        Other  |_|  ……………….

Vaccination History
Do you use vaccines? 		                    Yes 	         or 	       No          (Circle)
If yes, please tick which vaccines you use
[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check43][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Glanvac 3	|_|	Glanvac 6 	|_|	Ultravac 5 in 1	|_|	Gudair	|_|	
[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check15]Eryvac		|_|	Scabiguard	|_|           Other         |_| ……………………………………………………..

Timing of vaccinations
[bookmark: Check6]Lambs: 	         Once at marking	|_|							
[bookmark: Check7]                         Twice: once at marking and again about 4 -6 weeks later    |_|             Other   |_|  …………....…………………….
[bookmark: Check51][bookmark: Check5]Ewes:		Not at all           |_|	Annually 	|_|
Wethers:	Not at all           |_|	Annually 	|_|
[bookmark: Check16]Rams:	                Not at all           |_|	Annually		|_|
[bookmark: Check53]Other	|_| ………………………………………………………….

Parasite Control
Do you drench your sheep?                            Yes 	or 	 No	 (Circle)
If yes:	Do you use faecal egg counts to decide when to drench? 	         Yes 	or 	No
                Have you ever done a drench resistance test?                       Yes 	or 	No
                Do you give all introduced sheep a ‘quarantine’ drench in isolation on arrival to farm? 	Yes 	or    	No
Do you rotate chemical classes of drench?             Yes 	or 	No                                                                 
Do you use the “Worm Boss” website for worm control advice?      Yes 	        or 	          No 
Do you treat for lice? 		 Yes 	or 	 No 
If yes:	 Do you treat introduced sheep for lice? 	Yes 	or 	No 
When do you treat mobs for lice?    Never    |_|         Routinely off-shears     |_|        If detected off-shears     |_|         If detected long wool    |_|          Other  |_| …..………………………….. 
Do you use the “Lice Boss” website for lice control advice?      |_|
                                                                                        PTO
	
	Number of sheep at Present
	Normal number of introductions in a year
	Introductions from how many sources
	Number of deaths per year

	Maiden Ewes
	
	
	
	

	Adult Ewes
	
	
	
	

	Wethers
	
	
	
	

	Rams
	
	
	
	


Annual Sheep Information (numbers can be approximate)

Main reason(s) for deaths in adult sheep (suspected):       (tick for yes, or leave blank if no)
[bookmark: Check38][bookmark: Check35][bookmark: Check40][bookmark: Check30]Unknown  |_|                Pregnancy toxaemia  |_|	           Lambing difficulties   |_|	       Grain poisoning   |_|	 
[bookmark: Check31][bookmark: Check52][bookmark: Check32][bookmark: Check33][bookmark: Check34][bookmark: Check36][bookmark: Check37][bookmark: Check41]Plant poisoning  |_|          Hypocalcaemia   |_|	  Flies  |_|	   Pulpy kidney   |_|                     Redgut   |_|  Worms   |_|           Malnutrition   |_|           Injury   |_|            Ill thrift   |_|	             Other  |_| ……………………………………… 
Comments: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Last year’s lambing Information (numbers can be approximate)
Time of lambing: 
	
	No. ewes mated 
	No. of rams used
	% Pregnant (if scanned)
	No. lambs born (if known)
	No. of lambs marked
	No. of lambs weaned (if known)
	No. of lambs found dead 

	Maiden Ewes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Adult Ewes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Reasons for deaths in lambs (newborns/weaners) (suspected) :        (tick for yes, or leave blank if no) 
[bookmark: Check27][bookmark: Check39][bookmark: Check20][bookmark: Check21][bookmark: Check22][bookmark: Check24][bookmark: Check25][bookmark: Check26][bookmark: Check28][bookmark: Check29]Unknown|_|           Abortions   |_|	     Predation   |_|	          Exposure   |_|	Starvation     |_|           Mismothering/abandonment   |_|                  Lambing difficulties   |_|	             Deformities   |_|	           Scours   |_|	             Parasites    |_|	       Pulpy kidney    |_|                    Other   |_| ………………………………………………
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Comments:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Disease Reporting 
What would prevent you from contacting PIRSA Animal Health, or a vet, in relation to unexplained sheep deaths?
[bookmark: Check42][bookmark: Check44][bookmark: Check45][bookmark: Check46]Cost  |_|           Fear of quarantine |_|          Time |_|           Don’t know who to contact  |_|          Other  |_|....………………..
Would you report to a vet or PIRSA if;                  (tick for yes, or leave blank if probably not)
Several sheep died     |_|              Some ewes aborted  |_|        Some sheep were lame |_|              Lots of “sick” sheep |_|     5% sheep died                 |_|               5% ewes aborted    |_|                  5% sheep lame     |_|        More than 10% “sick” |_|             More than 10% sheep died|_|     More than 10% aborted |_|           More than 10% lame |_|      Unusual skin lesions  |_|        
[image: pirsa_colour_h]Any other general comments? …………………………………………………
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