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The aquarium industry is a rare industry in that it imports live animals from around the world which are collectively held in quarantine facilities for short durations. There is a common practice to treat the fish with broad antibiotics during transport as a means of prophylactic treatment against bacterial infections. This wide spread practice has the potential to promote antibiotic resistance within the industry. This poses a risk to veterinary and human medicine due to the risk of antibiotic resistant genes being transferred to bacteria that are capable of infecting animals or humans in close contact with the aquarium fish.

The aims of this project are to screen aquarium fish for bacteria and to screen these bacteria for antibiotic resistance genes which may confer resistance to antibiotics commonly used in veterinary and human medicine
