
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waite Campus Childrens Centre           

Family News          November 2020 

Your child will benefit from learning additional language(s)! 

In 2008, our centre implemented an additive bilingual (L2) program in Mandarin in Room 3. In 2016 our centre 

joined the ELLA program and we now also provide a digital play-based program in Chinese (Mandarin) to all         

preschool age children. Please press this link https://www.adelaide.edu.au/childcare/waite/news/, scroll down the 

page, you will be able to read ‘Mandarin immersion’ on our website. 

Through the digital play-based program in Chinese (Mandarin), Jonathan in Room 3 has learned to count from 1 to 

20 in Chinese accurately.  

Our practice 

WCCC has educators with Chinese cultural background in all rooms. These educators introduce Chinese (Mandarin) 

language and culture to our children in their daily practice. For example, in Room 1, the children have learned 洗手-

wash hands, 牛奶-milk, 请坐下-sit down, please, 你好 – hello, 谢谢-thank you, and a lot more in Mandarin. The 

educators use Chinese (Mandarin) songs, daily routines (speak in Chinese to children) to let the children experience 

Chinese (Mandarin). Children also have chance to hear and feel standard Chinese (Mandarin) while the educators 

talk to each other in Mandarin. 

Why do we introduce additional language learning program to children? 

The answer to this question is that your children can learn more than one language at the same time and they will 

benefit from their learning. In the first three years the neuronal development in a child’s brain is at its peak, and 

every piece of input fires these connections. 

This article, ‘Learning a new language alters brain development’, is retrieved from website - https://

www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/08/130829124351.htm – which is talking about how a new language learning 

affects brain development. It says: 

The age at which children learn a second language can have a significant bearing on the structure of their adult brain, according to a new 

joint study by the Montreal Neurological Institute and Hospital -- The Neuro at McGill University and Oxford University. … 

The study suggests that the task of acquiring a second language after infancy stimulates new neural growth and connections among neurons 

in ways seen in acquiring complex motor skills such as juggling. The study's authors speculate that the difficulty that some people have in 

learning a second language later in life could be explained at the structural level. 

In another article named ‘Bilingual pre-schooler’s show stronger inhibitory control’ https://www.sciencedaily.com/

releases/2017/10/171031120334.htm, the author argues that for students in preschool, speaking two languages 

may be better than one, especially for developing inhibitory control -- the ability to stop a hasty reflexive response 

and instead select a more adaptive response. 

Simpson and Wigglesworth suggest that a bilingual person develops control of executive processing function earlier 

than a person who speaks only one language. They show superior control in adulthood. Executive processing is part 

of a human’s thinking ability, which controls attention, and the ability to plan and categorise, and know how to    

respond appropriately. Cont…. 

https://www.adelaide.edu.au/childcare/waite/news/
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https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/08/130829124351.htm
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End of year celebration: Save the Date 

Our end of year celebration will not be going ahead as planned on the 16th December. 

Due to the restrictions in place currently, and the risk involved with bringing together a 

group of people from different communities, the celebration will now be a Celebration 

of Transitions in the new year. It is anticipated this event will be held in the week      

beginning the 18th January. All other details at this stage will be the same, and will be 

updated as we know more. There will be entertainment from Dancify in the form of a 

children's dance party.  

Bilingual students have chances to practice this function more often because of managing two languages from early 

age (Simpson, J. & Wigglesworth, G. (Eds.) (2008).  Children's language and multilingualism: Indigenous language use 

at home and school, London: Continuum International,  p263). 

You might find your children take longer to learn two languages at once compared to just one, but do not fret.  

Bilingual children from immigrant families are not two monolinguals in one. They develop each language at a slower 

pace because their learning is spread across two languages. On average, they receive less input in each language 

compared to children who receive all their input in just one language. If you are  interested to find out more about 

this topic, please press the link https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/08/180823092018.htm, you will find out 

more.  

The above is a brief introduction to WCCC Additional language (Mandarin) learning program. Hopefully it will         

encourage you more to provide your children experience different language.  

No matter what your cultural background is, you are welcomed to bring in any of your very own cultural activities – 

your national flag, unique photos, food recipe, your native stories (books), your traditional clothes, many more. Our 

children will be very lucky to learn about your special cultural heritage. 

A quote from the recent Uluru Statement from the Heart speaks clearly to this.  

“When we have power over our destiny our children will flourish. They will walk in two worlds and their culture will 
be a gift to their country.”  

Thank you very much. 非常感谢！         By Lingling 玲玲 and Eleanor 
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Centre closure 

dates  

WCCC will close for the year 

at 1.00pm on Thursday 24th 

December and will reopen 

at 9.00am on Monday 11th  

January 2021. 

Parent Survey 

The annual parent survey is ready for you to complete.  

Please click on the following link to go to the survey. It will take you about 

3 minutes to complete, and will give the team valuable information on 

how you think we share children’s learning journeys. This feedback will 

also provide your voice in our Quality Improvement Plan. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VZ2P7PV 
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Room 3 Report to Families  

November 2020 

 

The Campus walk last week (3/11) was a highlight of the month. The children were very excited to leave 

childcare and go for a walk down to the Rose Garden and Community Garden. Our first stop in the    

Community Garden was very much enjoyed as we were able to find some broad beans growing and we 

were able to have a little snack. The climbing tree was again popular with children taking safe risks and 

challenging their physical skills. The senses were then awakened when we walked around to the Rose 

Garden. There were so many beautiful looking and smelling roses to be found. We plan a whole centre 

walk and picnic in early December so we look forward to this.  

 

Xandra from Mademoiselle Bee came with her bees and beekeeping equipment last Thursday (5/11). It 

was a whole centre experience where we were able to learn about bees, how Xandra safely cares for her 

bees, see her protective clothing, feel the wax and even taste some of the freshly harvested honey.  

 

Pilyabilyangga continues to provide opportunities for connecting with nature. Children have been keen 

observers of the changes in the natural environment with different plants flowering and using natural 

materials in their pretend play. We have also been fortunate to see koalas on a number of occasions and 

this is always very special.    

 

The new wicking beds have had plants added on a few different occasions. There is a wide variety of fruit 

and vegetables growing out there, please take a look when you get a chance. We will soon add some 

yam daisies to the collection when Chris comes next week to plant them with the children. We are also 

keeping a close eye on our apricot tree. The fruit are getting bigger and we can’t wait to eat them.  

 

Scruffy was taken on a farewell tour on Monday afternoon (9/11). The children were able to say goodbye 

to him before he went to his new house with Sara (from security) and her daughter. We still have Fluffy 

living at childcare and children enjoy being able to feed him and watch him play outside.  

 

Maps, letters of the alphabet, sharing favourite books from home, feeding the worms and using the 

worm wee on the plants, water play in the sandpit and making houses with cardboard have all of interest 

to the children in the last month.  

 

Educators have been working hard to extend their use of Key Word Sign in Room 3 and this has been 

very rewarding. Educators have also been engaging in conversations with children about the upcoming 

changes in many of their lives such as starting school and kindy as there have been many children having 

transition visits.   

 

We all look forward to tomorrow’s closure day and are grateful of the opportunity to be able to engage 

in a whole day of professional learning as a centre.  



 Room Two Report to Families 

November 2020 

So far this month we joined room 1 and 3 to listen to Xandra who had a talk about bees. She brought in 

some bees from her beehive, and showed us some of the equipment that she uses when she transports 

bees to other places, such as a smoker, the little container she uses to catch the queen bee, and her 

suit that she wears. We learnt the words for the bees, such as the queen bee, the drones, and worker 

bees. We then learnt a little bit about pollination and the best bit, we got to try some honey from her 

bees. We also got to have a closer look at her equipment and try on her suit.  

 

Construction has continued to be a big interest with mobilo, duplo and wooden blocks being available 

to the children every day. The children are using their problem solving skills, as well as trial and error, 

and discovery to build even more complex and varied structures.  

 

We’re able to play with playdough again! The children have enjoyed being able to use their sensory   

capabilities, and to create many different sculptures. Making little balls in a nest, making shapes, and 

cakes have been favourites.  

 

We have also spent some mornings in Pilyabilyangga and the adventure playground again. The children 

have used this time to explore play using natural materials, building huts using bamboo sticks, building 

with bricks, and finding materials to such as charcoal, rocks and sticks, to draw on other natural         

surfaces.  

Here is Scruffy in his new home. 

He climbs up onto his ledge every day by himself, and he loves to have his neck rubbed. 



Room One Report to Families 
November 2020 

 
Welcome to Bianca starting with Room One this week, we look forward to her building a secure, 

trusting base as she discovers a wider circle of security to support additional learning.  

Many of the children engaged positively to the recent visitor (Xandra) to the centre introducing the 

wonders of bees and being amongst the older children in Room Three.  

Other learning highlights this month include: 

*Making & playing with playdough with friends 

*Water play - adding sand to create mud, using various containers to fill/empty, sensory play to feel 

changes in texture 

*Painting 

*Enjoyment of discovering an array of beetles, moths, worms, millipedes and caterpillars- all stimulating 

ongoing interest and conversation  

 *Visiting Pilyabilyangga to further extend learning and build connections with the natural world 

 

Visiting students continue to provide us with additional support as they gain new insights and observe 

how capable and involved Room One children become in daily active learning.  

 

Warm regards, 

Room One Team 


