
 

 

 

Waite Campus Childrens Centre           

Family News          August 2020 

Did you know there is a parent library in reception? 

Here you can borrow books on a range of topics; books about child rearing, books 

about sustainable living, books about healthy eating and books about being happy. 

You can borrow for as long as you like, just fill in the information in the borrowing 

folder, and let us know when you have returned it.  

Some words about pace…. 

I sat at the traffic lights in my rush to get to work, after stopping off a few times to get some errands 

done. There was a couple of people crossing at the pedestrian crossing and I watched as they crossed. 

It was a grandfather and his grandson of about 2 years crossing and they caught my eye due to their 

slow pace.  This grandfather and grandson were walking slowly, grandpa was holding a stick in his hand 

as he walked and in his other hand he held his grandson’s hand. Grandson was also holding a stick, just 

like grandpa. They meandered together across the lights, and I paused to wonder if the grandpa was 

going slowly to stay at the same pace as the grandson…….or the other way around. This image made 

me smile.  

Observing this caused me to consider the pace of life and the pace that children approach their life. A 

WCCC parent recently reflected in conversation with me and said “The earlier you learn to appreciate 

every moment the better” and I think this is a child’s approach to life. A child takes the time to walk 

slowly, they are not in a hurry to be anywhere. A child will get down on the ground to look at        

something close up. A child will sit and read a book or play a game for a long time with no worry about 

other jobs to be done. And a child will learn and develop at their own pace, despite how much we try 

to hurry them. I read recently that we are always telling our children to hurry up or to 

slow down, to stop that or to do this. Perhaps we should be slowing ourselves down 

instead and moving at their pace. 

If we take the time to slow down, to move at the pace of our children I wonder how 

much more we will notice? 

Closure day at WCCC 

Thursday November 12th will be our annual centre closure day at WCCC.  

On this day educators will be working together with Jess Shaw from Gowrie SA with a focus on    
critical reflection as a process to develop new understandings through alternative perspectives, and 
leading to the development of improved practice through new knowledge. Learning will focus on 
team dynamic, communication styles, professional conversations and emotional intelligence. 

The current AUCS agreement allows for one closure day each year for staff                
professional development. 

WCCC will be closed for the day, and there will be no fees charged for the day.  



Staff happenings 

During August the WCCC team came together to update Food Safety skills with 
Grace. This is particularly pertinent at this time when the hygiene standards 
around food serving are important. We have received information from Mitcham 
Council food safety team to ensure our practices are up to date with                 
requirements. 

Our team of casual educators has grown over August. Currently Chao is focussed 
mainly in Room One, and Kylie in Room Three. We also have Binbin, Saru and 
Sarah who will be working casual hours in all three rooms. They were all past 
students at WCCC. We will not be seeing Daphne until much later in the year as 
she is focusing on her studies.  

Staff leave: 

During September Lingling (R1), Tamala (R1) and Kathy (R2) will be taking some 
leave.  

Parent Involvement at WCCC 

The Parent Advisory Group (PAG) meets 

on Wednesdays for this semester, from 

1.00pm to 2.00pm in both the face to face 

and Zoom format. Our August meeting 

focussed on planning an effective service 

review for later in the year. 

To see the educator reports to PAG please 

scroll to the last pages! 

The Adelaide University Childcare Services 

Inc. Board (AUCS) August meeting was 

Monday 31st August. Current meeting 

topics continue to involve the Enterprise 

Bargaining process, and of course,      

management of the two AUCS Centres 

during COVID-19. 

Additional Child Care Subsidy and COVID-19  Temporary financial hardship 

The Additional Child Care Subsidy (temporary financial hardship) is available to support families experiencing         
temporary financial hardship due to COVID-19 to get back on their feet.   

This subsidy is a short-term payment from the Australian Government to help families experiencing significant        
financial stress with the cost of child care. The subsidy will cover the entire cost of care (up to 120 per cent of the 
hourly rate cap) for up to 13 weeks per event.  

Families who are eligible for this subsidy will not have to meet the activity test. This means they will be entitled to  
access up to 100 hours of subsidised child care per fortnight. 

Who is eligible?  
To access this subsidy families must be eligible for the Child Care Subsidy (CCS) and have experienced one of the     
following temporary financial hardship events which is impacting their ability to pay child care fees:  

 the death of a partner or child of the individual  
 unexpected loss of employment of the individual, or a partner of the individual, other than due to resignation or 

retirement  
 loss of income or business failure of an individual, or the partner of the individual, due to circumstances outside 

of their, or their partner’s, control (such as serious illness)  
 loss of income of the individual, due to the death of a former partner who was providing ongoing financial     

assistance in relation to their child  
 the individual, or their partner, has been adversely affected by a major natural disaster event (e.g. bushfire, 

flood) 
 destruction of, or severe damage to, the individual, or their partner’s, home  
 the individual having to leave home and not being able to return because of an extreme circumstance (such as 

domestic violence)  
 where an individual is still living at home and a family member has left or has been removed because of          

domestic violence against the individual. 

The event must have occurred within six months from the date of application. Families can receive this subsidy once 
only per temporary financial hardship event.  

How do families apply?  

Families can apply for ACCS (temporary financial hardship) by accessing their Centrelink online account through 

myGov or the Express Plus Centrelink mobile app. The Services Australia website details the steps to apply. 

Congratulations to Matthew, Sally and Finn (R2) on the 

arrival of Grace, and to Prashanthan, Victoria and Henry 

(R1) on the arrival of their baby. 

https://my.gov.au/LoginServices/main/login?execution=e1s1
https://education.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e11e7c8d748ec85b8de00986c&id=4e58fd3ac7&e=744fb039a4
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/additional-child-care-subsidy/how-apply/applying-during-temporary-financial-hardship/supporting-documents-temporary-financial-hardship


Room One August News 

 

Welcome to Rosina (and her family) commencing care in Room One in early September.  

Learning highlights during the past month include: 

a wonderful visit from Beatrice (Tamala’s mother) who brought several African musical instruments to 

play and share with the children (wooden xylophone and African drum). Following Beatrice’s perfor-

mance we ventured to the Adventure Playground where the children and Beatrice could actively be 

involved in playing the large scale instruments with great enthusiasm. Thank you Beatrice for sharing 

some of the music from Zambia with us. 

Whenever possible we enjoy taking the children to spend time in Pilyabilyangga (Butterfly Garden) where 

they all demonstrate their emerging interest and engagement in the natural space - discovering and 

consolidating skills in negotiating uneven surfaces to walk, run and climb over; finding various textures 

to explore - leaves, rocks, sticks. The visit enables the children to experience a sense of calm and yet 

energises many new inquiries and interests as they pursue a sense of wonder. 

Several of the older children initiate play with baby dolls and various props (pretend bottles, blankets) 

this has intrigued other younger children who have begun to imitate this social form of play too. Proso-

cial play providing the opportunity for valuable social understanding and engagement. 

Cooperative play has also been seen as the children enjoyed shared learning on how to build towers with 

the plastic cables to great effect, and reusing cardboard boxes in new ways (e.g. making homes for 

plastic animals and other toys, filling with sand). 

 

We have also welcomed students into Room One in the past month - Bethany, Lily and Yuqi who have all 

formed warm, positive relationships with the children and as they build on their understanding of the 

youngest citizens in our community. 

New relief educators in the room include past students at Waite - Saru and Binbin, so please feel free to 

introduce yourself as they settle in to caring and building secure relationships with children, families and 

educators.  

 

Warm regards, 

Room One Team 



Room Two Report to families 

Over the last month the children have children have been interested in anything physical. Jumping, 

climbing, the Adventure Playground, yoga and music and movement at group times, lifting heavy       

objects and moving them around, as well as making up their own physical games with balls and hoops. 

They have been exploring their bodies and capabilities through their physical activity. 

Friendships have become very important to the children in Room Two. We have seen some children 

who have developed new friendships, as well as old friendships being strengthened and maintained. 

The children have enjoyed playing in these groups and learning about what it means to be part of a 

group or community. 

Puzzles continue to be an interest in Room Two, with some more complicated puzzles being introduced 

to extend thinking and problem solving. Recently the children have asked for our lizard floor puzzle 

which they have been working together to complete. 

Some of the other interests during the month have been dinosaurs, construction, drawing and tracing 

around objects. 

 



Room Three Report to Families August  

In early July a group of children with Dani’s lead planted some potatoes at the top end of Pilyabilyangga. 

At the end of July another group of children picked some carrots and coriander from the play yard veggie-

patch. After they were cleaned children had the opportunity to taste what they had harvested. We can 

confidently confirm that the carrots were more popular than the coriander between the children.       

However they were very special because both of them were planted by the children. 

On Friday mornings children have been enjoying eating pancakes and they also take an active part in    

deciding what to cook the next week on the fire.  

Due to the Covid-19 restrictions educators have been serving morning and afternoon tea for the children 

instead of children serving themselves. This provides great opportunities to talk about food choices, 

healthy food and to encourage children to try a variety of food. 

We have been observing children looking after each other and practicing sharing and turn taking. We 

have been modelling and helping children to learn how to talk through their differences and understand 

body language, facial expressions and feelings (theirs and others). This is an ongoing task for everyone to 

learn, practice and master. 

As science-week is fast approaching and children have showing an interest in using water in different 

ways: jumping in puddles, collecting water and mixing it with sand. During group time we tested different 

objects in a small tub of water to see if they would float or sink. Experimenting and hands on activities are 

the best way to introduce science. The same afternoon children were inventing their own experiments in 

the sandpit.  

Children have been asking for the hair dresser set which enhances the development of pretend play.   

Constructions with blocks have been more complex where children will build something they can walk in 

and out or add small people or animals. 

Hopefully the wet weather will not stop us cooking on the open fire on Friday mornings. As we              

continuously provide play time outside please make sure children have appropriate clothing for wet 

weather and the bag for wet clothes too, and enough changes of clothes available too.  


