
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waite Campus Childrens Centre           

Family News          October 2020 

Wicking Beds 

During April we were successful in receiving a grant from Green Adelaide (formerly Natural Resources 

Management) for the replacement of garden beds in Pilyabilyangga. After some delays this job is       

almost complete. Three garden beds have been replaced by 4 wicking beds. Chris and Oliver from Every 

Day Sustainable Living worked hard at the end of September to install the beds, and we have  begun to 

plant them out with some tomatoes, capsicums, lettuces, coriander and some flowers. We plan to also 

plant some yam daisies which are local to this area and other local and edible plants. We will need help 

sourcing plants for the garden. Please have a look at the gardens when you come in. 

 

Closure day at WCCC 

Thursday November 12th will be our annual centre closure day at WCCC.  

On this day educators will be working together with Jess Shaw from Gowrie SA with a focus on    
critical reflection as a process to develop new understandings through alternative perspectives, and 
leading to the development of improved practice through new knowledge. Learning will focus on 
team dynamic, communication styles, professional conversations and emotional intelligence. 

The current AUCS Enterprise Bargain Agreement allows for one closure day each year 
for staff professional development. 

WCCC will be closed for the day, and there will be no fees charged for the day.  



Staff happenings 

During November Yvett will be continuing our focus on providing a specific 
yoga program for children at WCCC. She will spend three days attending 
Yoga Teacher Training with Yoga Kids Training Academy SA. During this 
time she will learn the skills necessary to bring the benefits and calm of 
yoga into the rooms. 

 

Friday 13th November will be the last day for Emilie (R3). She will be on 
maternity leave until 2021. We wish her well for the future addition to her 
family.  

Parent Involvement at WCCC 

The Parent Advisory Group (PAG) meets 

on Wednesdays for this semester, from 

1.00pm to 2.00pm in both the face to face 

and Zoom format. Our October meeting 

was an opportunity to further plan the 

end of year celebration and the parent 

survey. 

To see the educator reports to PAG please 

scroll to the last pages! 

The Adelaide University Childcare Services 

Inc. Board (AUCS) October meeting was 

Monday 26th October. Current meeting 

topics include strategic planning for both 

AUCS and the two child care centres. We 

wish ACCC well in their upcoming Ratings 

and Assessment review. 

End of year celebration: Save the Date 

Our end of year celebration will go ahead this year! We will have a      

gathering on Wednesday 16th December from 6.00 until 7.30 pm. This will 

be held on the Gum Oval on the Waite Campus, however this year there 

will be no barbecue and no shared food. All families will need to bring 

their own picnic dinner. There will be entertainment from Dancify in the 

form of a children's dance party.  

More information to come! 

Dark Emu by Bruce Pascoe 

Dark Emu is a thought provoking read that          
challenges the history of the Indigenous people of 
Australia previously presented. Bruce Pascoe       
presents a well researched book that provokes 
deeper thinking into the complex way of life that 
the Indigenous people lived prior to colonisation. 
The Indigenous people across the continent were 
more than just hunter-gatherers. Unlimited          
examples of sophisticated practices and farming 
techniques show their deep understanding of and 
connection with Country from which we can all learn.  

A must read if you truly value the knowledge, skills and culture of the   
oldest living civilization  on the planet.  

By Dani (Room 3 room leader and Early Childhood Teacher) 

Did you know? 

At the front of WCCC is the Waite CCC Book         

Exchange, where you can ‘leave a book’ and ‘take a 

book’. If you have read a good book recently and 

you are finished with it, why not 

share it? You might pick up another 

good read!  

 

Centre closure dates  

WCCC will close for the year at 

1.00pm on Thursday 24th              

December and will reopen at 9.00am 

on Monday 11th January 2021. 



Room 3 Report to Families  

October 2020 

 

Fridays down in Pilyabilyangga have now finished and we are starting our day down there on a Monday in 

Term 4. With summer coming, it also means the end of fires for the year. They will return again in Term 2 

2020. The addition of fires continues to enrich our program and educators have been extending their 

cooking skills during the year as well. The Room 3 children have had an active voice in the menu decisions 

and the sprinkle pancakes on the last Friday of term were a huge success and a highlight of the term.  

 

Friendships continue to be of importance to the children and these have strengthened throughout the 

year. There has been a great deal of social play occurring especially inside on the verandah and in the 

home corner. Outside the children have collaborated with each other in complex sandpit play,               

construction with the milk crates and pretend play involving the Lion King and other favourite characters 

for books. 

 

The children continue to share their favourite books with the room. Children have been bringing books in 

from home and have enjoyed listening to them be read at group time.  



 Room Two Report to Families 

October 2020 

Over the last few weeks the children have been noticing changes in the outdoor environment. There are 

apricots on our apricot tree. There are snow peas and broad beans in our vegetable patch, and they are 

tasty straight off the plant/vine. As well as the odd leaf of spinach and coriander. There are new leaves 

on the ornamental pear tree and bees and other insects are all around. We also helped Eunice to plant 

some sunflower seeds along the fence line. We’re excited to see them grow.   

Drawing has been a big interest over the last few weeks. We have seen so much development in the 

children’s drawings of late, going from marks on the page, to shapes and recognisable figures.  

Construction is another experience that we have seen grow over the last few weeks. Children are 

spending time building more complex structures, and trying out new ideas with their construction.   

The children have also used milk crates in their construction outside to build towers, put them in lines 

and walk across them like a bridge, or sit in one and put another on top like a little cubby house. Big 

boxes have also been included in this play, making cubby houses and slides.  

Other interests have been puzzles, including big floor puzzles, reading, and home corner. 



Room One Report to Families 
October 2020 

 
Room One have welcomed new children Caroline and Chloe happily to the fold in recent weeks. Several 
other enrolled children have also indicated that they are looking to increase their days of attending, so 
all in all we are looking at a quite a well utilised Room One to close out the year. 
 
Students Madhu and Vicki have continued to undertake block placements during the last month and 
have provided a valuable extra pair of hands and eyes to ably support the children and educators which 
is always appreciated, especially when we are visiting Pilyabilyangga.  
 
With the arrival of the Spring weather (with all of its variables) many of the children have keenly noticed 
and become enthralled by the increased numbers of bugs and critters and their various preferred      
habitats. Cherry has written a series of Learning Stories with the catchy titles of  ‘Worm’, ‘Caterpillar’, 
‘Beetle’…….you can see where this may lead with further inquiry and investigation, a new department of 
entomology at Waite Campus? 
 
Water play and wet sand/mud play are now a regular feature of the program on warmer days with 
many smiling faces as a result. Note - the extra changes of clothes are a great help :). 
 
Lingling engaged the children with a somewhat ‘new’ experience of making red playdough and giving 
the children the opportunity to add ingredients, stir and mix, and later the chance to feel and play with 
the dough. We have not had shared sensory based experiences due to COVID restrictions and with the 
relaxing of such measures this was a first for many to get ‘hands on’ with such materials. We plan to 
offer more in the way of sensory experiences again (e.g. fingerpainting, clay) in the coming weeks. 
 
We have welcomed the return of visits from siblings and friends from Room Two and Three once again 
and it has been positive for children to spend time together in a shared space.  
 
Other learning that has been sparking sustained interest include: 
 
the new series of Transport themed books (Roadworks; Demolition; Wheels….) we can never seem to 

get enough of the trucks! 
chopping the wooden/velcro fruits and vegetables (safely with wooden knives!) 
problem-solving with the multiple lock box and turning cog puzzle 
developing skills in care and empathy with the dolls, giving their bottles, putting babies to bed 
blowing and catching bubbles outside 
 
As a staff team we have been enriched by the information shared through the training sessions with  
Kerra-Lee Shearer surrounding brain development and applying this to understanding how to minimise 
the impacts of trauma. We plan to incorporate this knowledge into our Room goals and daily practice as 
we support children’s ongoing building of strong, secure relationships. 
 
Warm regards,  
Room One Team 


