
Did you know….. 

Each year we celebrate the year with an end of year celebration. Due to COVID-19 restrictions we had our 

2020 celebration at the beginning of 2021 as a Celebration of Transitions. We will do this again this year. 

Our Celebration of Transitions will be held in 2022, in the week beginning 17/01/2022. There will be          

entertainment and a sausage sizzle. Bring your own picnic and come 

along for a catch up before many children head off to school. It is a great 

chance to meet and get to know the families of your children’s friends.  

Congratulations to Ross, Alice, Audrey and Emma 

(R2) on the arrival of Imogen 

Congratulations to Amnon, Shelley, Naomi (R3) and 

Tomer (R2) on the arrival of  Adam. 

    

Policy review 
To ensure compliance, both AUCS centres are going through 
a policy review, overhauling all centre policies. We have  
accessed the resources of an Early Childhood Consultant to 
assist with this process, as it is huge! We have a working 
party of educators, centre directors and parents who are 
engaged with the process. 
As each policy is reviewed it will be communicated to you all 
for reference. 

End of year closure period 

WCCC will close 
this year on      
December 24th at 
1.00pm. We will 
reopen at 9.00am 
on Monday 10th 
January. 

Staff matters: At the end of the year and into the      

beginning of the new year there will be some changes to 

the staff team. 

In Room 1, Chao will be ending her permanent contract 

to the team.  

In Room 2 Le’annette will be ending her permanent con-

tract as we are expecting Cassie to return to WCCC in 

January. Madhu will be ending her permanent contract  

with the team. 

In Room 3 Kylie will be ending her permanent contract 

as we are expecting Emilie to return to WCCC in January.  

We are also expecting Yvett to return from overseas in 

January.  

So this will bring lots of adjustments to the teams, both 

casual and permanent. There will be transitions for the 

staff as well as for the children. A month or two of 

change! 

Across December and January we will be farewelling 

many children as they head off to the big world of 

school, and other new horizons. There will be lots of 

‘happy last days’ sung! 
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A reminder that the daily session finishes at 5.45pm 

each day to allow time for educators to have       

conversations with families, as well as to clean up, 

and then reset for the next day. Please be mindful 

of this when you are planning you day. 

 

 

 

A reminder to let us know if your child is away from 

child care. This will help us to manage staffing, as 

well as to support families to access additional days 

as requested. It is also important to let us know if 

your child has an illness that is contagious, so we 

can notify all families as required. 



 
On Friday October 29th a group of preschool children along with Marta and Eleanor, attended the official 
launch of Uncle Cedric Varcoe’s Artist in Residence mural on the grounds of the CSIRO Waite Campus. 
This launch was a part of the Art Gallery of South Australia’s Tarnanthi Festival. There was a Smoking  
Ceremony  from Michael Kumatpi Marrutya O’Brien who is a descendant of the Kaurna (Adelaide Plains) 
and Narrunga (Yorke Peninsula) people. There was also an Acknowledgement of Country by Narungga-
Kaurna woman Kylie O’Loughlin. The mural celebrates the relationships between indigenous knowledge 
and scientific research  and demonstrates the shared conversations around soil health and land use. The 
Artist in Residence program has been led by Nina Welti, CSIRO Waite Research Scientist: Soil and       
Landscapes, as well as loved WCCC parent. Painting from CSIRO staff and children at the centre features 
on the mural. 

Photographs courtesy     

photographer Sia Duff 



Pollinator Picnic in the Rose Garden 
 
As a part of Australian Pollinator Week and to celebrate the hard-working 
insect pollinators we rely on for our food, The whole centre went for a walk 
and picnic in the Rose Garden on Wednesday the 17th of November.   
  
We enjoyed a walk around the community garden via the recently unveiled 
Mural and in and around the Rose garden . We joined together for a picnic 
in the Rose Garden.  

Grace designed a menu for the day that highlighted 

food that requires pollination. 



17/11/2021 

Pollinator Picnic in the Rose 

Garden 



Weed Warriors 

Some of Pilyabilyangga is being taken over by weeds. This brings a risk of allergies, of seeds and also the 

risk of unwanted visitors!  

 

We will be having a weeding working bee on Wednesday 15th December from 6pm to 8pm.  

Hopefully many hands will make light work!! 

Did you know?? 

We have several public recycling stations across the centre. 

In reception we have a box for recycling toothbrushes, toothpaste tubes and dental floss containers. This is done 

through TerraCycle. All contents are used to make recycled plastic products like outdoor benches, fencing, play 

equipment and garden beds. 

We also have a box for recycling batteries. This is done through Batteries 4 Planet Ark. All batteries from lithium to 

single use, to rechargeable, to medical specific batteries can put in. These are shipped off and recycled, and kept out 

of landfill. 

We also have a box for recycling bread tags.  This is done through Aussie Bread Tags for Wheelchairs. Bread tags are 

collected to be recycled locally and funds raised for disadvantaged people. The tags are recycled into making      

products from recycled plastic like pens and bowls. 

We also recycle all the standard items like soft plastic, cardboard, foil, and co-mingled items.  

In the near future, we hope to also have a TerraCycle box for pens, pencils and textas. 

We are making banana peel water….. 

Soaking your banana skins in water for a few days and allowing it to sit for some time will draw the min-

erals out of the peels into the water. You  can then put this water on your plants to fertilise them and to 

add potassium to the soil. This will help the plants to develop immunity to environmental stress and pro-

motes healthy plant growth.  

The banana peel water will help our strawberry plants to grow 

more flowers and strawberries and fewer green leaves. And we 

want more strawberries! 

Thank you to Nina (Room 2/3) for the tip! 

https://www.terracycle.com/en-AU/
https://businessrecycling.com.au/batteries4planetark/uofa/users$/users9/a1223529/AUCS%20Inc
https://ozbreadtagsforwheelchairs.org.au/uofa/users$/users9/a1223529/AUCS%20Inc


 
Room Two Report to Families 

November 2021 
 

This month Room 2 has been very busy with our room being full to capacity most days. Our focus this 

month has been on child focused/led experiences. When we chose what we would like to get in terms of 

toys for Room 2 we spoke to the children about what they thought they would like and it was surprising 

to find that Mobilo was the choice by most. They wanted to be able to make moving vehicles and we 

seem to have lost a few wheels or just not had enough to go around.  

The Adventure Playground has been very popular an the children are learning to talk through turn taking 

when climbing up or down the ladder in the cubby house. They seem to currently enjoy letting their 

friends go first. We have also noticed a lot of further language development within the room with more 

of the older children speaking three or more word sentences and younger children speaking up more in 

group experiences., particularly the children whose first language is not English. We are very enthusiastic 

about these milestones. 



Room 3 report to families 

November 2021 

It’s half way through the term, and the year is quickly coming towards the end and this brings new and 

exciting changes for some children. There are many excited children who have been talking about school 

and kindy visits and we feel that the children are competent, capable and confident to move on to the 

next chapter in their learning journey. These exciting times for children have given educators the chance 

to reflect on the development of children over the year and how proud we feel that we have played such 

a positive role in their education and care.   

As the children develop, so do their interests and abilities to build on learning. Children have been eager 

to construct and build and as they do, their creations become more elaborate. Educators are able to 

scaffold learning further when children are so engaged in their own learning. Mathematical concepts 

such as measurement, size and shape have been explored and investigated regularly during construction 

play. This was very evident in the group construction to make a tall tower. Initially children were       

measuring themselves against it, then they compared the height of the tower against educators height 

and then the challenge was set to reach the ceiling, which was successfully achieved. 

Children respect for Mother Earth and her creatures has continued with many different experiences    

involving children. Corina brought in her rabbits one day and the children were able to learn about caring 

for rabbits and respectfully observed and patted them. The stick insects and tadpoles have been popular, 

with children spending some quiet time sitting and observing them. The bird week experiences have   

further shown that the children are really interested in the natural world around them as they were very 

engaged and eager to learn and share their stories in bird watching sessions. Kaurna language was added 

to these sessions with the children and educators learning the Kaurna word for Rainbow Lorikeet which 

is Ngauwaka. 

Other interests during the month have included pretend play both inside (especially hairdressers) and 

outside, collaborative constructions and making in the sandpit, exploring the natural environment and 

making discoveries in Pilyabilyangga, testing out physical skills in the Adventure Playground and when 

climbing trees in Pilyabilyangga, having Fluffy visit the room and having fun with friends. 



Room 1 Report to Families 

November 2021 

 

By Lingling Hao 

In Room One, children are eager to learn through their predictable daily routines and through all kinds of      

experiences, e.g., painting, drawing, reading, chatting, dancing, music, singing, and many others.   

But this time in this report, I would like to focus on one topic which is about ‘children’s friendships                 

development in room one’.  

Why is it necessary to help children with their friendship?  

What do educators need to do to help them? 

In our room, children are aged from 5 months to 2 years old and slightly over.  

I will use two resources to discuss why it is necessary to focus on young children’s friendship development. 

The first resource is called Developmental milestones and the EYLF/NQS. 

 

 

 

 



The second resource that we use is Early Years Learning Framework. 

 

 



In the following photos, some children, Wowo, Jakob, Caroline, Allison, and Sam, have become close 

friends. They share reading, put sand in each other’s bowl while play in the sandpit, follow each other 

pushing trolley and laughing with each other, hold each other’s hands and dancing, and a lot more. It’s 

also easier for parents at drop off time if the children see their close friends in the room.  

Some younger children, like Ursula, James, Jimmy, Asher, are observing and learning from the older ones. 

They try to join in the older children’s group play but not always be successful. In the photos, Ursula     

successfully joined Jakob and Wowo’s dance party.   

 

 

 

 

 

Here is one example of how we provide chances for children to play with each other based on their same 

interests, even they are not interacting with each other yet. Jimmy was watching Ursula look after dollies, 

and he also observed Ursula on her face, maybe to judge if she is happy or not. Then Jimmy sat down, got 

himself a doll and started to pat it. In the third photo, Patrick fell on the bed, but he quickly moved      

himself. At that time, if Patrick interrupted Jimmy and Ursula’s parallel play, educator would help them. 

In the other word, Patrick was observing Jimmy and Ursula, also learning how to join in group play as 

well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In Room One, educators help children make friends and play with each other nicely all the time every 

day.  

At the moment, I am focusing on helping Asher to join in Wowo, Jakob, Caroline, and Allison’s group play. 

Asher often like to play with them. One time he joined Caroline and Allison standing on the metal bridge, 

and three of them called Wowo’s name loudly, Wowo ran back and laughed to them. That time the girls 

didn’t push Asher away, which made Asher very happy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The good thing we see from our young children is that they keep trying to join in other children's group, 

but if they can’t be accepted, normally they don’t feel frustrated unless they get hurt.  

The whole team is helping with the observation of children’s friendship development. I am sure new 

friendships will occur among different children in the future. More information about how the children 

improve their social skills will be shared, more lovely photos will be shown to you.                    

 

Thank you.  

Room one team 


