
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait  Islander 
Engagement Framework
University Library



Message from Pro Vice-Chancellor 
(Indigenous Engagement),
Professor Steve Larkin

The cultures of Indigenous Australians have 
always prioritised the intrinsic value of 
knowledge and information. These priorities 
emphasised all aspects of their production, 
transmission, access, utilisation and application, 
extending to protocols governing the rights and 
responsibilities attached to each. Historically, the 
systematic and insidious impacts of colonisation 
excluded and/or ignored such Indigenous 
imperatives in collection management institutions 
such as Libraries, Archives, Galleries and 
Museums. In the nineties, Indigenous peoples 
were successful in leveraging the sector to 
respond to their objections regarding the 
mismanagement of their knowledge and 
information resources held in numerous 
collecting institutions situated throughout 
Australia. Issues of exclusion, ethnocentrism, 
cultural misrepresentation via inappropriate 
metadata, and the prominence and unfettered 
availability of culturally offensive material 
were at the forefront of Indigenous concerns. In 
response, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Protocols for Libraries, Archives and 
Information services were established. Numerous 
reforms to policies and practices across the 
sector were undertaken and continue to be 
revised and implemented today. 

This is why the strategic importance of the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Engagement Framework at the University of 
Adelaide Library cannot be understated. 
The three pillars of the Framework not only 
acknowledge the presence of contemporary 
challenges but maps out the Library?s 
strategy to address them. Of critical 
importance is that the Framework must 
always be the enabling mechanism for 
transformative action and not the outcome 
in and of itself. I am confident this will not 
occur and I commend the University Library 
for its leadership in committing to making a 
real difference.

Professor Steve Larkin

Pro Vice- Chancellor                   
(Indigenous Engagement)

March 2022
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Building capability

Kaurna Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge and pay our respects to the Kaurna people, the original 
custodians of the Adelaide Plains and the land on which the University of 
Adelaide?s campuses at North Terrace, Waite, and Roseworthy are built. We 
acknowledge the deep feelings of attachment and relationship of the Kaurna 
people to country and we respect and value their past, present and ongoing 
connection to the land and cultural beliefs.



Signalling commitment

Sharing knowledge



Kaurna acknowledgement   
We acknowledge and pay our respects to 
the Kaurna people, the original custodians 
of the Adelaide Plains and the land on 
which the University of Adelaide?s 
campuses at North Terrace, Waite, and 
Roseworthy are built. We acknowledge the 
deep feelings of attachment and 
relationship of the Kaurna people to 
country and we respect and value their 
past, present and ongoing connection to 
the land and cultural beliefs. The University 
continues to develop respectful and 
reciprocal relationships with all Indigenous 
peoples in Australia, and with other 
Indigenous peoples throughout the world.

Further enquiries
The University of Adelaide SA 5005 Australia
enquiries   
phone  +61 8 8313 5759
web  adelaide.edu.au/ library
facebook  facebook.com/ uniofalib  
tw it ter  @uofalib

Disclaimer  The information in this 
publication is current as at the date of 
printing and is subject to change. You can 
find updated information on our website at   
The University of Adelaide assumes no 
responsibility for the accuracy 
of information provided by third parties.
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