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Chancellor, it gives me great pleasure to present to you an outstanding candidate for admission to the Honorary Degree of Doctor of the University (honoris causa): Mrs Pamela Maunsell Wall.

This award recognises the exceptional service to the South Australian community and the University of Adelaide that Mrs Wall has shown over many decades. In partnership with her husband Ian, she has contributed to the development and success of communications technology company Codan and made a real difference through generous and substantial philanthropic support of many charitable organisations and the University.

Pamela – known by most as Pammie – was training, then working as a nurse at the Women’s and Children’s Hospital in the early 1950s while her future husband Ian was an engineering student at nearby St Mark’s College. They married in 1954 and she later supported Ian in the establishment and growth of Codan. She was closely involved in the business and served on the Board for several decades. During that time, Codan developed into a global electronics business whose communications, mining and defence technology is used by governments, businesses, humanitarian aid and customer markets around the world. Codan’s impact extends to communications equipment used by organisations such as the School-of-the-Air network, the Royal Flying Doctor Service, the United Nations and Australia’s domestic satellite systems.

Together as a team, Pammie and Ian’s philanthropic contributions have enriched the South Australian arts community, supported cutting-edge research and provided opportunities for students and patients in need of specialist medical care.

Their significant contributions to St Mark's College have funded the construction of two buildings – the Ian and Pamela Wall Academic Centre and the Wall Flats. Generous donations to the Adelaide Festival Centre Foundation significantly contributed to the refurbishment of Her Majesty’s Theatre. The new Ian and Pamela Wall Gallery on the rooftop level will host exhibitions, and house the Adelaide Festival Centre’s Performing Arts Collection. They have supported the restoration of Carrick Hill, which opened the Wall Gallery in their honour in 2020.

Pammie has also generously supported the Women’s & Children’s Hospital Foundation ‘Laklinyeri’ Beach House project, located at Victor Harbor. Officially opened in 2019, the Beach House is South Australia’s first purpose-built holiday home for families with children with complex medical needs or in palliative care.  

Together with husband Ian, Pamela Wall is a long-term benefactor to a range of charitable organisations including the Women’s & Children’s Hospital Foundation, Novita Children's Services, Starlight Children’s Foundation, Adelaide Botanic Gardens, National Trust of South Australia, and the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra. 

Their direct support for the University includes health, heritage campaigns, Engineering and Sciences, Augustus Short scholarships, and the Barr Smith Library. With her nursing background, Pammie is particularly interested in medical research and has donated generously to the Florey and Robinson Research Foundations. Most recently, she and Ian have supported University of Adelaide research into the virology and immune responses of COVID-19 patients.

Pamela Wall was awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia in 2007 for service to the community through a range of disability support, veterans' welfare, and charitable organisations. Her philanthropic contributions have been recognised through her positions at National Trust SA, Sir George Kingston Patron; Governor of the St Mark’s College Foundation; and Founding Ambassador of the South Australian Health and Medical Research Institute.

Pamela Wall cares deeply for her community and gives much of her time to help others. Her generous philanthropic support of many charitable foundations has created a lasting legacy across Adelaide and South Australia’s arts, cultural, education, health and medical research sectors. Her significant input contributed to the global success of Codan and the company’s far-reaching impact on electronic communications, mining and defence technology applications.

Today we acknowledge her contributions with the highest honour the University can bestow.

Chancellor, I am pleased to present to you Mrs Pamela Maunsell Wall, Medal of the Order of Australia, for admission to the Honorary Degree of Doctor of the University (honoris causa).
