
Embark	&	Clarify		
What is our purpose? 
[ask questions, define 
problems or set aims.] 

	

Find	&		
Generate	
What do we 
need? 
	
 

Evaluate	&	Reflect	
What do we trust? 
	

Organise	&	Manage	
How do we arrange?	

Communicate	&	Apply	
How do we relate?	

	Analyse	&				
Synthesise	
What does it 
mean? 
	

	
‘When	in	doubt,	return	to	the	centre’	

	
 
 

Your text 

Your text Your text 

Your text 

Your text Your text 

The Research Skill Development (RSD) pentagon is based on the six facets of the RSD as modified for Optimising 
Problem Solving (OPS) pentagon designed by Mechanical Engineering Communications Tutors, University of 
Adelaide, 2014. See www.rsd.edu.au for full version of RSD and 
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/rsd/framework/frameworks/ for OPS. john.willison@adelaide.edu.au 
The RSD Pentagon may be used as a Thinking Routine (R. Ritchhart & D. Perkins, 2008). 
 


