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From perusal of Hansard, legislation, etc., what date
appears to mark the establishment of the Roseworthy
Agricultural College.

ROSEWORTHY AGRiCULTURAL COLLEGE

1. Following a proposal by the Hon. Thomas Playford, a
Commission on Agricultural Education was formed on
6th July, The Commission made several.important

recommendatlons including:

The formation of a Department of Agriculture
" The appointment of a Professor of Agriculture

The establishment of a model farm near Adelald?i> .

The establlshment of other experlmental farms.

2. On 27th August,.1879; Mr. Basedow moved in the Hquse‘of

Assembly:

"That in the opinion of this Fouse it is °

desirable that the Government should take
steps, with as little delay as possible, to,
establish in connection with the Adelaide -
University a College of Agriculture; and
also, as a necessary appendage thereto, and_
-~ within a convenient distance from the city,
”fﬂﬁan experlmental farm, for the purpose of -+
encouraglng a . more raticnal mode of farmlng;'
than at- present obtalns 1n South Australla.‘;

The debate is reported in Hansard of 27th August, e
17th September and 8th October 18
1000-1009 and 1318~ 1322)

The Treasurer, Hon. C. Mann moved to amend the resolutlon

so as to read

"That in the opinion of this House it is desirable

that steps should be taken to establish a School

of Agriculture, and also, as a necessary appendage

thereto and within a convenient distance from
the city, an experimental farm, and to appoint

an experienced and skilled. Professor of Agriculture, -

for the purpose of: encouraglng a more rational mode
.0of farming than at present obtalns in South Australia.
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Rural Development in South Australia by W S Kelly OBE
Hansard 27th August 1879 column 760"
Hansard 8th October 1879 column_lB}S

5



2. cont

~ In the House of Assembly on January,4,‘1881"Mr.

~ to-a question by Mr
© ¢ to the Government:

'In the House‘of.AESEmbiy:oﬁrAﬁgg$t310;,lSSlﬁMr. | ‘as;
~.when will the Professor of Agriculture commence his series of

Mr. Basedow accepted the Treasurer's amendment. The motion was
amended and then carried by 14 to 6. .

In the House of Assemﬁly,oﬁ Thursday July 22, 1880, the Treasurer
in reply to Mr. Basedow said ' -

"That by some oversight;itﬂhad been omitted to place
a line on the Estimates to provide for appointing a
Professor of Agriculture iﬂféohﬁéction with an
Agricultural College, and promised that the

omission would be rectified in the Supplementary
Estimates." ' oo B S

Basedotw asked
whether any steps had been taken to secure the services of.
a Professor of Agriculture for this colony.. * Lo

The CommissionerfofferWn Lands (Hon., T. Playford) stated that.
a letter had been sentto.the Agent—General instructing him to
advertise for applicationsfforjthe position, and to appoint..
a suitable person. The Agent—Ceneralgin;London;atith?;timeff
was Sir Arthur Blyth. (Eﬁ T L et e P

" . i’

Professor D. Custance was appointed, and he arrived in 18815J[Unfortunately
a political crisis had intervened. There was considerable confusion when
Custance landed, and no one seemed to know what his duties:werei . The
Commissionér of Crown Lands adhered to the general formula, and. in answer
1-by; Mr. ortlock; he said, "The. Professor was 0 ‘Tecommend
best means .of- romoting the well-being of 'the

:Mortloek asked

lectures to the farmers of the province on the .improvement ‘of -
the agricultural system now in vogue? - Lo

The Commissioner of Crown Landsﬁ(thenVHon.-Ar_Catt):replied;that'
the Professor'qf;Agriculturefhagixeééiyédéinstructidns‘td”phtf
himself in communication with'the' Tesident:of ‘the Farmers' . = N
Association, with. a view of makingféfféﬂgémenté'toldelivefﬁlécﬁures
in the farming districts of the colony. He added further that the
Professor on his arrival in the colony at once placed himself-in - -
communication with the Government, and was:instructed . to prepare a
report as to what he would propose respecting the formation of a -
farm and the establishment of an Agricultural College in connection
therewith; and also as to whether it might not be made self-supporting.
That report had been furnished, and the Professor had been ‘instructed

to confer with the Surveyor-General as to the site-for the farm-and—— -

collége. "He would shortly visitrvariouggplanS'Suggéstéd; and report
as to the best, Cj)hjﬁ'" LR B

4. Hansard July 22, 1880 column 467

5. Hansard Jan

6. Rural Development in S.A. by W.S. KellflOﬁEi';
7. Hansard Aug 10, 1881 column 530 ' '

4, 1881 column 7 - -
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6. On 24th August 1881 in the House of. Assemby, the Hon. T. Hogarth .
asked _ .

~"1. By whose authority the Professor of Agrlculture
L has been engaged for South Australla, and who
~ engaged him? ‘ S

From what College of Agriculture d1d he.(thé';;

.Professor) graduate, and has he produced his:
' dlploma and credentials in the colony?

'B;T”To whom has the agriculturists of South Australla :
ever asked for the employment of a Professor of R
Agrlculture?" B -

The Commissioner of Publ1c Works (Hon. J.G. Ramsay), in reply, sa1d

"l. The Professor of Agrlculture was. .engaged in conse-- i}‘
quence of a resolution moved by Mr.,Basedow, M,P.,
affirming the desirability of such an app01nt—3““f“(
ment, having been passed by the House of . Assembly’
in 1879, and was appointed by the Agent-General
under instructions from the late Government..%

2. The Professor was formerly Re31dent Professor of
Agriculture at the Royal Agricultural’ College,-“”:.

Cirencester, and afterwards Professor of: Agriculture:

to the Imperial Government of Japan, and lecturer

at the Imperlal College, Topio, Japan.

See .answer No.1.'

7. ~
experlmental farm and" School of Agrlcultur, be: establlshed near e
Adelaide, and in. 1882° ‘the Olive Hlll farm'of 828" acres, three mlles ‘
from’ Roseworthy, was purchased at " £6 per'acre.u Custance went: to-g,'
live there in. March_of‘thatw_ear and set to work to crop the farm'
and to establlsh exﬁerlmental plots to tes' the: value of phosphate.(ﬁ}
8. The Experlmental

On July 3, 1883 in theLeglslatlve Councllthe Hon. T. Hogarth moved

"That a return be laid on the table of this Councrl
showing - R
1. The total expenditure on the Experlmental Farm,!fgj-' o
at Roseworthy, from its commencement to June 1,
1883, and the returns 1n cash and produce from
the same . : T R

2. The number of acres . last year in. cultlvatlon, and -
the produce ‘per acre. . v

3. The quantlty:and quallty of manure used ~and cost
of same.f" -

8. Hansard 24 August, 1881 Jcolumn1650: L
9. Rural bevelopment in S.A. by W.S. Kelly OBE



8. cont 4, The number cof wells sunk, the water obtained
(good or bad), and the cost of sinking and
appliances for - ra1s1ng the water to the
surface. R RURRE ‘

5. Tanks or dams, the number of cubic yards
removed the’appliances used for the purpose,
- and. the estlmated cost per cublc vard for
N removxng;* o

.‘ 6.7f By what authority is “an Agrlcultural College
../ being. built at the. Roseworthy Experlmental
'Farm..-*

_ “"He" thought hon. members would agree w1th hlm that it was time
they should have some information about the Experimental Farm and
Agricultural Collegé, which were very likely to entail a considerable
expenditure, while the ultimate benefit to the colony was very
problematical. It was the opinion of old and experlenced farmers
that no one system of cultivation could be adopted in this colony.
Up to the present time we had expended £8 000 on. Experlmental Farms,
for which we had received no returns, and he therefore thought further
information should be forthcomlng before greater expense was - incurred.
As far as the Agricultural College was concerned he was not aware
that it had been expressly sanctioned by the House of Assembly or the
v B Council, and besides this he had not heard that any quz;ﬂs had applied
o . to be received into such an institution, or had applied for information,
or that ‘there was any information to be given them. He did not:think
that this was Likely to be a good ‘thing for the colony, or would ‘tend
to show farmers how they could get better returns from their. farms.

rks (HOH.AJ G. Ramsay) sald there was ]

warmly supported, Would glve “the scientific 1nstructlon ‘which- we :
wanted by our farming population, and would thus prove of 1nvaluable
service. Endowments had already been granted to the Unlver51ty and
Education Department, and he felt that everything p0351b1e should be
done to improve the lamentable state of things in the country .

districts, if it only increased the produce of the soil by one or
two bushels.Cfi :

Mr. Bright's motlon was passed on 25th Jul

10. Hamsard July 3, 1883 columm'318 . .0 . oo K
11. Hansard July 25, 1883 column 564 . - P el Tl '




9 cont. Endowment to the Agricultural College

On August 5, 1886 My. Duncan directed the attention of the Commissioner
of Crown Lands (Mr. Howe) to the feollowing motion, moved in this House on
25th July, 1883, by Mr. Bright, and carried, viz.: ‘

"That it is desirable there should be a grant of land for
the purposes of an endowment to the Agricultural College,:
and asked -~ "Is it the intention of the Government to
propose this session to give effect to this resolution?"

The Commissioner of Crown Lands (Hon. J.H. Howe) answered "Yes." @§>

On September 23, 1886 the Commissioner of Crown Lands (Hon., J.H. Howe)
moved for leave to introduce a Bill for the endowment and regulation of an
Agricultural College. :

The Bill was introduced and read a flrst t1me.;<£§>

The second reading of the bill on October 12, 1886 gave a. short
historical statement of the college from its inceptiomn to the present time.

[This endowment was finally assented to on Novembet 7,d1886 = Act
No. 384 of 1886 - An Act for the Endowment and Regulation of an Agricultural

" Collegel]. 14

410, Students at the Agricultural College

“'On August 12,1884 Mr, Miller asked-the Commissioner of Crown Lands _
when the Agrlcultural College would ‘be ready for the reception of students. p

The" Comm1551oner of Crown Lands (Hon. J.Q 0 -s) replled that 1t
would be ready about the end of the present month 2

11. Openlng of the Agrlcultural College .

On September 23 1884 Mr., Mlller asked 1f the Government had made o
any arrangements for the openlng of the Agrlcultural College, and if so, when
would the opening take place7 e "

The Commissioner of Crown Lands (Hon J. Coles) said. the college Would
be opened on October 15, There would be no formal demonstration.

Later in Parliament, on Tuesday l4th October, the Commissioner of
Crown Lands said the Government intended granting free railway passes to the
students of the Agricultural College and their parents on the occasion of the
opening, but not to their friends, wheo might be 1nnumerable. This was also
reported in the Advertiser of 15/10/1884. : S

12,
13.
14,
15.
16.
17,

Hansard Aug 5, 1886 column. 641
Hansard Sept 23, 1886 column 1096
Hansard Oct 12, 1886 column 1243-1248
Hansard Aug 12, 1884 column 580
Hansard Sept 23, 1884 column 1070- 1071
Hansard Oct 14, 1884 column 1275



It is 1nterest1ng to note that Roseworthy College preceded the Department
of Agriculture by at least ten years. .

The establishment of a. Department of ‘Agriculture was not carried out
until 1894, when the Minister for  Agriculture took.charge of the Department,

the Agrlcultural College, the Inspector of Stock and Brands and other allied
act1v1t1es. i Iy .

SUMMARY '

From information gleaned from the various sources llsted the establishment

Of an.experimental farm and School of A8r16ulture occurred in March 1882 under the
. M IR DS
guldance of Professor D Custance~ 4

On August 12, 884'Mr. Mlller asked the Comm1551oner of Crown Lands when the
~Agricultural College would be ready for the receptlon of students.

The Commissioner (Hon. J. Coles) replled that 1t would be ready about the
end of the present month (August), : — '

Newspaper articles and Hansard mention the date of 15th October 18 4 aaf':
the opening of the Agricultural College,

, Please find enclosed . copy of Rural Development in S.A. by W. S Kelly-OBE
' pages 36-40, and Act Wo. 384 of 1886,

9
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ANNO QUADRAGESIMO NONO KT QUINQUAGESIMO

' VICTORIZE REGIN
A.D. 1886

No. 384,

An Act for the Endowment and Regulation of an- = ©
: Agricultural College. Lo

o et LA ssented to, November 171, 1&5’6] e
HEREASl ; S desncable to make plOVISlOl’l outvofthela,nd 5
- the Crown {or the tidowment o_f_'_a';i‘-i;iAgrj_éuli;gfal_ olleg

W
Be it therefore Enacted by the " Governor of ‘the Province of 'S:
Australia, with the advice.and ¢onsent of the Legislative Counci
and House of Assembly of the said province, in this present: Parlia
ment assembled, as follows: e

1. This Act may be called‘7‘.‘.'l'he.“Agri.cultu‘rall? Collegé Endow- Sh°rt fiﬂe.*f

ment Act, 1886.”

2. The Commissioner of Crown Lands for- the time being & Tncorporation of
- province, and his successors.in’ office; shall -be.a body politic  and g, 4 yeommissione

corporate, under the corporate’ name of “The Commissioner for Endowments,” "
- Agricultural Endowments,” and by that name may sue and be sued, A
“plead and be impleaded, in all Courts and before all J ustices,r‘_ and Aaast by

L . _rchhtqlr.i_;sy,:f;#_-'_f
-1 -shall have perpetual succession and a common seal. RN A

{
[
i
i

: 3 3. The Governor may reserve and grant to the Commissioner for Powerto the . - e
' Agricultural Endowments, hereinafter called <‘ the Commissioner,”_g&‘éﬁ?gﬂ:& %;at‘fe"'ij;
. any Crown lands: Provided that . the lands so granfed to: the issioner. .,
e Commissioner..shall..not—exceed—in—the

ueres.,

" 2 o c.;-:_r)a,c';_f)_g‘l

-aggrogato. Aty Mosand

4. The sections of Iand. situated in" the. Humdred of ‘Mudla, Vesting cluse. -
Wirra, County of Gawler, numbered - 686, containing one” hurdred -~ . -

384

Rl Gty

et ingois 1 R s s v

i
|
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2 | ' 49° & 50° VICTORIA, No. 384,

The Agricultural College Endowment Aect—1886,

~and twenty-four acres, or thereabouts; 687, containing onc hundicg

. and five acres, or thereabouts; 690, containing one hundred ai,
-eight acres, or thereabouts; €91, containing one hundred ang fifrv.
five acres, or thereabouts ; 693, containing one hundred and fwely-
ackes, or thereabouts ; and 69 4, containing one hundred and twet v
four acres, or thereabouts ; being all the land comprised in cortif.
cate of title, Register Book vol. cxi., folio 249, are hereby veuod
in the Commissioner in fee-simple ; and the Registrar-Geneial i
hereby directed to issuc to and in the name of the Commissionicr
certificate of title for the same under the provisions of * The R

. Property Act of 1861,” or any Act athending the same or syl
stithitbd therefor, L o R

Commissioner may 5. The Commissioner may from time to time demise and let any
demise lauds and L e T .
grant mineral lands granted to or vested 1r\1.h1m, either from year to year or by
wcences for puiposes Jogse for any term not exceeding twenty-one years, and may grant

licences to any persons to search for and to remove mincrals
metals from such lands, and may charge and recover such fees !
other payments, and may impose such terms and conditions iy
respect of such licences as may be charged, recovered, and impod
under the laws from time to time in force respecting licenees 1o
search for minerals and metals on Crown lands; and all instrument.
of letting and leases of such lands (except leases for mining pur-
poses) shall be construed as if they coutained an exception of
minerals and metals and a power to grant licences in respect of il
‘same, as is.provided for. with respect to Crown lands and wute
lands by the “ Crown Lands Consolidation Act,” and by ¢ The Gold
7 Mining Act, 1885, concerning: mining for. gold, and as ‘shall fo
- . the time being be in force under any Act extending or amending or

- substituted for the same or either of them’ and ‘any regulations made

- in any lease for mining purposes as may under any such A¢t o
regulation as aforesaid be granted with respect to gold in regard
- to lands comprised in a mineral lease granted by the Crown.

Sections ;e @ - The provisions contained in sections 7, §, 9, 10, 11, and 12 f
fxlofﬁiinatil P ' The Educational Lands Act, 1881, ghall aptly, so far asapplicable,
0 form pustof this 14 Jeases under this Act, and the said sections shall be read, mufatis
' mutandis, as part of this Aect; the expression ** Commissioner” iy
the said sections being read as meaning in this Act “ The Commis
sioner of Agricultural Endowments,” and the reference i the said
sections -to leases under “'Che Education Act, 1875, or any Aet
incorporated therewith, being read in this Act as a reference fu

leases under this Act. ' SV e

Application of—income:'"""'""’7;‘_”_[311’1’1‘_611138;"I"O'}"'ﬁlfies, Iees, penalties, and annual or other pay-
' - ments received in respect of any lease or licence to be granted undey
the authority of this Act, shall be paid into the Treasury, and shal]
- be applied by the Treasurer towards the maintenance and enlarye.
-ment of the building called the Agricultural College crected on fliy
ST o . Lo

thereunder; and the Commissioner_"si_lall,"-- with “respect to gold,
. have power to grant all such licences in regard “to lands Comprised -

;
|
Ei
i
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- passing of this Act, and shall be of the same effect as if they were a

. I"uhament

-_f'_-anv mles have been - so laid " bef01e ‘such House ‘resolve -that such
- rules or'any of them ought to be annulled the same shall, after. the =

49" N 50" VICTORIZ, No. 384. 3

Tize Agr'zculmml C’m’lcqc Endowment “Act.—1886.

lmd mentioned in section 4, which bulldlnfr and land shall be used
fr the teaching of the seicnee and plactme of agriculture and the
wranchies of knowleddc connected theu,w1th, and towards the pay-
ment of salaries and othier expenses in respect of the said College.
and the purposes thercof, but so that no such mone)s shmll be .
expended mthout the sanction of Parlianient, : :

8, The Comrmssmnel may, from time to time, make Jegulatmns Commissioner may

for the following obJects — . $§?§n’§f§‘l’i§ﬁ§3 faid
before Parliament.
(a) For p1escnbmg the course of study and p1actlce to be oo
pursued at the College :
() Yor prescribing the duties of the Professor of Agriculture, -
and of other teachers in connection therewith :
(t) For regulating the admission of students at the College and
the management thereof; and - : ' -
(¢) Generally for carrying into effect the object of thls Act. -

Regulations may be made under this section at any time after the

coutained thevein, and shall be judicially noticed.

Such regulations shall be published in the Government Gazette,
and shrall be laid before both Houses of Parliament, if Parliament
be in session at the time of the making thereof, or, if not, then as
soon as practicable after the hegmmnrr of the then next session of

If e1th01 House of Parhament Wlthm ‘a calendar month after

‘date of such resolution, be of no effect, \Vlthout prejudice -to: any-f
thing done in the meantime’ under such 1ules or, rule or to.the
nmklng of any new rules or rule. s S

In the name and on behalf of He1 Ma3esty, I he1ebylassent tor 2
this Bill.~ PR
VVILLIAM C F ROBINSON Governm. Lo

Fe

Adelaide: By authority, E. Srrurer, Government Printer, North-terrace.
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