[image: image1.wmf]
	EMERGENCY RESPONSE
	

	INSTITUTIONAL BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE

	



COPING WITH MAJOR SPILLS INVOLVING GMOs

In the event of a spill, the following procedures should be observed:

A. Avoid breathing in aerosol and vacate the area.

B. Warn other people to keep away from the area (verbally and with signs).

C. Keep the area cleared for a minimum of 30 minutes to allow time for aerosols to settle or be diluted by air handling systems.

D. Remove contaminated clothing.

E. Wash exposed skin.

F. Notify laboratory supervisor/ facility manager.

G. If there is a significant risk of infection, consider assembling a clean-up team consisting of three people: one observer and two operators.  
H. Use personal protective equipment for infection control (gown, gloves, goggles, respirator)

I. After waiting at least half an hour and wearing protective clothing: assess the extent of the contaminated area.

J. Lay paper towels impregnated with disinfectant (hypochlorite) over the spill.  Wait at least 10 minutes. 


Do not pour disinfectant directly onto a spill as this can produce more aerosols.
K. Wipe over the contaminated area with disinfectant.

L. Transfer contaminated objects to suitable containers for disposal. 


Do not steam sterilise material wetted with hypochlorite as toxic chlorine vapour will be produced.
M. Decontaminate or steam sterilise protective clothing or equipment.

N. Complete an ‘incident report’.

O. Notify your supervisor and the Institutional Biosafety Committee.
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