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An exciting year ahead at Urrbrae House

Whilst Urrbrae House is closed for repairs at tremant work is still going on in the background. rsity
Staff are hard at work in their offices and TheeRds of Urrbrae House Committee is actively plagrire
year's events and fundraising programs. We aiisinig with the management at Urrbrae House, otl
Friends groups and Vivente Music to present yot wifull and varied year ahead. Please keep anwyer
some interesting opportunities to support Urrbrarid¢ and have some fun and entertainment withisis
year.

2014 Membership forms are included with this nettsiewe hope you will continue as Friends of Uasor
House and make your contribution promptly. We endaato keep the costs of functions as low as ptess
but expenses increasingly eat into our profits. Ukhgou have friends or family who would like tosal

become members please ask for a form at the next ev they can be found online at:
https://waite.adelaide.edu.au/urrbraehouse/fri&f@sH_Membership_Application_Form.pdf

Apart from fulfilling our obligations to members dithe interests of Urrbrae House, the FOUH commiite
always looking to expand its membership. More memmbmean more people with an interest and love
this magnificent mansion that was built in 189F Waite Family’s legacy to the university of Adeliand

. Agricultural Science in Australia. More membel
Dates for your diary means more people attending functions and keepimg

March 24" Twilight Concert FOUH Fairy Tales house active and alive! One thing you can do tp el
(5.30 for 6) to recommend us to others.

May 5" Talk — Douglas Mawson(5.30 for 6)

Mav 12" Book Launch* “The Waite: ol and Should you have any enquiries you can contact
ay 12" BookLaunctr “The Waite: a social an president Bill Wallace on 8332 6495 or the vid
scientific history of the Waite Agricultural Resehr . . .
Institute” (4-6) president Vicki Cheshire on 8370 0032.
th o :
May 19" Twilight Concert Vivente TBA (5.30 for 6) Vicki Cheshire

June 8" Film ‘Grace of Monaco’ Capri Theatre
(3.00 for 3:45pm)
August 17" Colonial Tea DanceTBA
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Manager’'s Musings

The scaffolding is up and preliminary investigatiork along
the northern balcony and roof of Urrbrae House btasted. &
Unfortunately but not surprisingly, the extreme pamatures of
the last month have caused some delays in theraéisto work |
being undertaken. These delays may impact on loma sve
can re-open the house to visitors but we are figisiosely with §
Campus Services to work around the various logistis they &

arise.
i ;..:!

Restoration work on the northern side of Urrbraei$¢o

“Waste Not” Exhibition

There will, however, be public access to Urrbraais¢éoduring the Basketry
SA exhibition sponsored by the Friends of the Waitboretum which is
¢ being set up today as | write these musings. TWaste Not” Exhibition,
i which opens on Saturday, 15 February and goes Sutitlay, 23 February, ig
. part of the Adelaide Fringe activities. The extidn is open daily from
- 10.30am — 4.00pm and is free to the public. Coloagaand see some
incredible artistry and unique creations.

Baskets for sale during the "Waste Not" exhibitiop

Waite Centenary Dinner

The gardens of Urrbrae House were the perfect wapkidr the
Vice-Chancellor's Waite Centenary Dinner on 6 Nobemlast
year. On a very warm evening over 180 guests caiethrthe
100" anniversary of Peter Waite's decision to bequethti
Urrbrae estate to the University of Adelaide. Amsinthe guests
were Peter Waite's great-grandchildren, James Muordreter
Morgan and Marion Wells. The keynote speaker watsnJ
Kerin, a major contributor to the state's agriaw@tuindustry
while long-time supporter of Urrbrae House, Keithnton was
the Master of Ceremonies for the evening.

Keith Conlon talking to Marion Wells at the Waiter@enary Dinner
Photo courtesy of University Engagement Branch.

History Month “Open Doors” during SA History Festlv

Urrbrae House will be open to the public to exploreSunday, 4 May from 1.00pm-4.00pm as part of the
“Open House Adelaide” weekend during the SA Histéigstival “About Time”. House maps will be
available and Urrbrae House staff and volunteelisb@ion hand to answer questions. The Universigyant
Accelerator on the Waite Campus will be open onsidi@e morning from 10am-1pm so visitors can explore
both the past and the future of the campus in aye d
We will have another “Open Door” afternoon at UabrHouse on Sunday, 25 May from 1.00pm-4.00pm| so
that visitors who enjoy the house and gardensezarlithe month can encourage other family anddiseto
also visit. Continued. ..
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“The Waite: a social and scientific history of M&ite Agricultural Research Institute” — book labnc

As some Friends are aware, | have been writingva tmstory of the Waite Agricultural Research Inst
which focuses on developments since 1975 whilermkhese developments into the earlier historyhef
Waite and the lives of the people who have workedhe campus. I'm pleased to say that the new li®o
currently with the printers and will be officiallgunched at Urrbrae House on 12 May. More inforamatian
be found ahttp://www.adelaide.edu.au/press/titles/waite/

A small organisational name change - Universityd&mment Branch: Stakeholder Relations

Last year Urrbrae House, the Waite Arboretum aredWhaite Conservation Reserve became part of the 1
University Engagement Branch in a section knowriRastnerships and Projects”. This week “Partng@sh
and Projects” had a name change and will be kn@v$takeholder Relations” in the future.

Lynette Zeitz

Friends Christmas Party

It was good to see a large group of Friends of tdebHouse, The Waite
Arboretum and Waite Conservation Reserve join togiebn Monday evening
2" December. Refreshments arranged by members ofCtmemittees of
FOUH and FWA were enjoyed.

Joe Bennink (Manager of Community Engagement) waged to speak
to the group and took the opportunity to congratuthe Friends groups
on the broad range of functions and projects uallertin 2013. He thanked those involved with these.

Volunteer Kate Currier helping with a smile

We were sorry to learn that Joe would be retirirgf the University in February. He introduced Leah

Grantham who would be replacing him as well as Katbertson who had recently been appointed as C
Engagement Officer for the University.

The evening concluded with carol singing in theadng room; Alison Stephenson playing the piano.

Bill Wallace

Swing into Christmas with the Solstice Singers

On Friday evening 18 December, 80 Friends and other " y
enjoyed a unique pre-Christmas concert in the Baifir of Urrbrae 7 ¥
House by the Solstice Singers. ‘

The Solstice Singers, a group of eleven singeesywail known in =
Adelaide for their diverse repertoire in performesi@t a range ofi
venues including Ayers House and a recent summeessef
‘Floating Melodies’ aboard Popeye on the River €os.

Their Urrbrae House program that was titled ‘Swintp Christmas’ comprised an interesting selectbn
Carols, the background to each explained by theBlzath, Musical Director of the Singers. Those enéed
were delighted to join in the singing of four wkhown Christmas Carols.

Three young flautists: Anita Chaplin, Simone KoClassandra Boath also took part in the program.
Beautiful flower displays in the Ballroom, arrand®gdAllan Woodman, were much appreciated.

Bill Wallace
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Department of Agricultural Biochemistry recalled

Dr Vernon Butt, formerly of the
University of Oxford, was delighte
again to meet with Gladys Hogg on
recent visit. Gladys was the Secretary ©
the  Department of  Agricultural
Biochemistry at the Waite Agricultural &

&
Research Institute and personal assistant:
to the Head, Professor D.J.D Nlchola
from 1977 until 1990.

Vernon, who is 91, first met Dor? :
Nicholas in 1940 at the University of Bristol wh&on, as a student at Kings College, London, w
transferred to Bristol because of the war.

Vernon came to the Department of Agricultural Biechstry on sabbatical in 1986. The following ye
Gladys arranged a work exchange at Lady MargarktrH@xford.

Since 1986, Vernon and his wife Glynne have mageraémore visits to Adelaide usually, as is theecthis
year, to coincide with the visit of the Englishoket team.

Vernon visited Gladys at Victor Harbor where shdeding a full life in her retirement includingtae
participation in the University of the Third Age.

Gladys was a member of the Committee of the Friexiddrrbrae House from 1994 — 2001 and Presidg
from 1998 — 2001. The book she published in 198d#éted 2004) on Peter Waite 1834-1922 ‘he stolyiof
life and times’ is still well received by visitots Urrbrae House.

Bill Wallace
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Volunteer Profile — Anne Rabone E
Anne Rabone started volunteering at Urrbrae Houss #he program Delta
Dogs, a dog safety program for children in schooésne to an end. Using the -
internet she found volunteering opportunities witktihe Urrbrae precinct. Her -
commitments since then have widened to includeipigagumerous parts in the‘ff
schools’ program, joining the friends of Urrbraeude and becoming a member-_
of the committee. Anne has been a valuable ppaitiin events such as the

FOUH Twilight concerts, Teddy Bears’ picnic, An Aftioon with Mr. and Mrs. Waite, Dances, Picnicd an
$h

has volunteered for the University of Adelaide’s sféen Region Enterprise Day, just to name a feve
continues to volunteer with the Norwood Pageanst(goe design and construction) and the Adela
Fashion Festival.

Anne brings to Urrbrae House keen management agahmational skills from running successful bussass
(DeLights and NeedleWorld) and tertiary qualificats in costume and clothing design. Anne’s love
dressmaking and costuming means that we all gaspagimiration when she turns up in her latest weht

Most of all we appreciate her big smile, wit anarfowr, she often has us ‘in stitches’ with her wittpartee.
Vicki Cheshire

as

D
=]
—

de

of




The Friends Of Urrbrae House - Page 5 -

Peter Waite — putting experience as an ironmongeiuse

As a young man Peter Waite served an apprenticeshign ironmonger, working at one stage for James
Miller at 70 Princess Street, Edinburgh.

The ironmonger Peter Waite arrived in Australia in 1859 with Mdéilhis wife
Historically, iron goods were fabricated by hand pyjoining him at the Paratoo property in 1864. Foilogyvthe
skilled metalworkers who could design pieces [brsevere drought of 1864 — 1866 it is not surpridinat Peter,
custom use, or manufacture generic products oty his packground in ironmongery, led the way the
sale. The ironmonger could potentially hold a vdfy. . . . .
high social status in a community, because ifprintroduction of wire fencing with metal posts tontwl the

goods were so critici grazing of the sheep.

His initial order for wire in 1869 was 265 tons fiorted from
England), a portion of which was No. 6 and the he¢aNo. 8. He was then of the opinion that a boundp
fence required two No. 6 on top, four No. 8 beland a division fence one No. 6 on top and four 8lo
below, with the strainers 100 yards apart and tstg®© ft apart. (1)

He undertook various experiments, which he revieinel®16(2):

"In 1889” continued Mr. Waite, “I was of opiniomat a fence round my paddock of 1
acres at Urrbrae required to be six-barb wires aifé posts 10 ft. apart. Fifteen years
after this fence was erected | took out every aHigg post leaving them 20 ft apart. Three
years later, without restraining the wires, | agagok out every alternate post, leaving the
posts 40 ft apart. Further down the Glen Osmond @iehelg road | put up about half a
mile of six-barb wire fence, with posts 60 ft. @pand the strainers 100 yards apart

Peter Waite later patented a rigid special stee Wweing offered for sale in 1897 as the ‘Waitecggde This
was exhibited at a machinery display in West Alistran 1903 by Messrs. Elder, Shenton and Co., |of
Fremantle, who were the agents for the manufast8gr

The originator of the ‘Waite's Special’ was Mr. BetWaite, one of the principal pastoralists of $out
Australia. It is manufactured in England under ée#t patent, and it is claimed for it that nothingne rigid
can be obtained in Australia. With it wire of a dlmagauge, as compared with other wires, givesadigu
good results.

The material is also especially useful for droppences, four droppers of wood being used betweeh ga
post, and under this system three-quarters of tssprequired with softer wires are saved. "Waigpgcial"
is now used extensively in all the States of Aligfrdne well known Beltana Station, in South Aailsrwhich
probably has an area of 6,000 square miles, beamgédd entirely with it.

In a report in the Sydney Sunday Times in 1911(ddlit was given to Peter Waite as the designerfolia
wire fence which was as effective as a six-wirecé&efor the management of sheep.

A diagram of the fence was included.
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A much bigger metal construction project undertakgnPeter Waite from 1877 was the development
steam driven excavation of large dams to colleowater.

Mr. Waite, from a long experience in sheep farmmthe north, knew how essential it was to secularge
supply of water which, in the event of there balngseasons, would be available for all the requiests of
the station, and in order to ascertain the mosicieffit and expeditious manner of carrying out Sngki
operations he made a trip to the old country. Aédshe paid a visit to the extensive steam plougksnof
Messrs. John Fowler & Co. He made known his missiothe members of the firm, and as the result
returned to the colony with a steam plough and pso@he scoop was not all that could be desiredak yet
somewhat clumsy in construction, and although rfqueed its work fairly well it was evident thatrttuer
improvements might with great advantage be madehihyp daunted, Mr. Waite set to work, and in
comparatively short time sent home instructionth®oMessrs. Fowler to construct a third scoop oprioned
principles suggested by himself. In due course e€hine arrived in the colony, and was dispatcted
Paratoo (5).

The apparatus is as simple as it is effective. Tagomotive engines of some 16 horse power nomiaats
on opposite sides of the reservoir, and by meamswaife rope coiling itself round a drum place harntally

under the boiler work first of all a plough weighgirsome four tons, introduced to tear up the grotmé

depth of from eight to fourteen inches, and therem@ormous scoop of about equal weight introducezhtoy

off the loosened earth (6).

For a cost of £9000 it was shown that a resenvgiitg yards square at the surface with a depttwehty-
four feet in the centre and capacity of seven arillgallons could be excavated in six months. Ndgmeal
reservoir of similar capacity constructed manualith the assistance of bullock-scoops took abowt years
to build and cost up to £3000.

The Government took a great interest in the darfdimg project and in December 1878 the Hon Thomj
Playford with the Engineer-in-Chief and EngineeiW¢dterworks inspected the dam building operation.

The depth of the dam when visited was 23 feetffemi@and afforded an excellent test of the capaslof the
machinery, for as the depth to which a dam canumk y means of bullocks is somewhere about 12tfeset
working of the plough and scoop at this greatertbep a clear proof of their value, more especiallyen we
add that they are found to excavate quite as easityas cheaply at the deeper as at the shallogezi | In a
country where evaporation is so great as it is auth Australia, say from 4 to 6 feet per annumvilt be at
once realised how important is the gain from a ¢geealepth of water, securing thereby possibly ae¢hr
years' supply as against the one year's suppligenle foot dam, giving the added advantage of gdotime
for chance of rains to refill; practically, in shprunder ordinary circumstances making the waten@sment

(7)

In February 1883 the Commissioner of Crown Landbseveral other Government Officials and peoplefrg
Terowie including Mr Edwin Stephenson JP made théurtour of the current dam building activitiest
lunch the Commissioner asked those present to lmaheudoast of ‘Success to the enterprise.' Haraoed:

“The community was much indebted to the patriotid anergetic efforts made by Sir Thomas Elder and
Waite in introducing machinery for the purposesvedter conservation, and he could not allow th
opportunity to pass without expressing, on behiithe Government, and he thought also on behathadge
present, thanks to those gentlemen for what theydoae in this direction. (Hear, hear.) The actibey had
taken had induced the Government to purchase thehimary which had been seen that day. He had had
pleasure last year of seeing some of the excavatiaghines in work at Paratoo, and he then saw |1
admirable uses to which they were put. He belighatdwith them the Government would be able to uenq
the desert land is the northern parts of this cgloi5)

When Peter Waite took charge of Beltana, Umberatma Murnpeowie in 1869 they were practical
unimproved, but between that date and 1890 nodessn than £214,000 was spent in fencing and wagter
Since then a further large amount has been expandettitional subdivision in sinking wells andrimaking
dams and tanks, and a similar development has falkeee on all properties in which he has been ésted.
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The result of this extensive system of improvemeshown by the fact that the number of sheep oatéa
rose to 260,000 in the year 1874, while on thed@altproperties there were at a later date 383,000.

Having prepared these dams Peter Waite was also tkeensure they were used to best advantage by
sheep. He wrote:

“These holes should all have a good area of quikkagng trees planted round them, and the water khba
pumped into troughs. The loss in letting sheep @tde into the large holes is very great. Sheelp aairry
out with them about as much as they drink in addito making the water to a certain extent filthige trees
could be watered by the same appliances usedlliogfthe tank and troughs, and they would in tiprevent
the scorching hot winds from having such an effisahey at present have, besides giving sheltdretstock
when they come to water. It is miserable at presersee large bodies of sheep coming to water atain
these holes on a vast plain with no shelter whajeared when a wind blows as it usually does in semyou
can see nothing but a vast cloud of dust, causgiegobor animals to drink double what they wouldendane
had there been proper shelter. The injury to theMsalso a very serious matter”. (8)

This shows also the concern Peter had for the veetfihis animals.

THE UNIVERSITY
References JADELAIDE
: Register (p14) 15.10. 1913

: The Register (p11), 28.6.1916.
: The West Australian (p10), 21.10 1903.

1874 #2014
: Sunday Times (Sydney) (p16), 2.7. 1911.

: South Australian Advertiser (p6), 22.2.1883 Book Laun(.:h: THE WAITE
: South Australian Register (p4S), 28.12.1878 Our own Lynette Zeitz, Manager of the Urrbrag

: South Australian Advertiser (p 5), 24.12.1878 House Historic Precinct, has devoted much of
: South Australian Register (p4), 18.5. 1878 the past few years to the writing of a book
linking the more recent history of the Waite with
its earlier history following Peter and Matilda
Waite’s gifts to the University of Adelaide of the
Fhe Friends of Wibrae Fonse Commitlee Urrbrae estate (including Urrbrae House), the

BRATING

140 YEARS

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Bill Wallace

vacancies for general members. Waite Agricultural Research Institute within the
University.

If you have an interest in the Waite Campus angfc These gifts remain one of the largest public
Urrbrae House, have attended events here, begn benefactions in South Australia's history.
helper or volunteer - please let us encourage Yo Lynette’s bookThe Waite: a social and scientific
apply to be on the committee. history of the Waite Agricultural Research
The task is not onerous, with only five meetingshe@ Institute will be launched on the afternoon of
year and assistance with some functioMéew || Monday, 12 May at a ceremony on the lawns of
members are not asked to take on any of [fh Urrbrae House at a celebration for the wholé
administrative roles Waite community, including the University and
collocated partners.

14

Let me assure you that the present committeg
comprised of people with excellent skills, who wafk
harmoniously with respect, there’s a true sensej «
camaraderie in which I am proud to take part.
Please contact

President: Bill Wallace on 8332 6495 or

Friends and supporters in the wider communit
are warmly invited to attend, in particular the

with the campus.

FOUH members are recommended to advise
the University Engagement Branclemail:

Vicki Cheshir peter.burdon@adelaide.edu.auof your intent
to attenu.

Vice president: Vicki Cheshire on 8370 0032

adjoining Claremont and Netherby estates, and
Committee nominations are now open: there [hr funds that made possible the establishment of the

various Friends and volunteer groups associated

the
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Events to look forward to:

Monday 24" March  Twilight Concert Fairy Tales 5.30 for 6pm A recital in the magnificent drawing
room by three of the Adelaide’s most distinguisltbdmber musiciandvlitchell Berick — clarinet, Imants
Larsens — viola, Michael Lerace — pian®he program will include the popular trio by nead@al French
composer Jean René Désiré Francaix and exquisitehktderzahlungen (Fairy Tales) by R.Schumann.
NB Contact changeBooking enquiries to Bill Wallace PI8332 6495or emait billwallace01@gmail.com
Unless requested you will be told if seatsrastavailable. Payment is to be made at the door uporah
Bookings are essential as seats are lim#sdve usually have a waiting liptease advise of cancellations.

Sunday 4" May Urrbrae Open Houst 1 to 4pmUrrbrae House will be open to the public to explor

on Sunday, 4 May from 1.00pm-4.00pm as part of “thpen House Adelaide” weekend during the S
History Festival “About Time”. House maps will beaglable and Urrbrae House staff and volunteers bl

on hand to answer questions. The University’s Photelerator on the Waite Campus will be open an th

same morning from 10am-1pm so visitors can expgiaté the past and the future of the campus in @ye (¢
Enquiries to Lynette Zeitz: 8313 0425.

Monday 5" May AGM and Guest Speakers5:30 for 6pm Our guest speakers will be Mark Pharao
Head of the Mawson Centre at the SA Museum and EMuotwin the great granddaughter of Sir Dougl

Mawson. They will discuss the achievements of Mawas a scientist and person. The FOUH AGM wiill

take ten minutes; the talk will be inspiring antbrmational. All welcome.

Monday 12" May  Book Launch* “The Waite: a social and scientific history of theaite Agricultural
Research Institute” 4 — 6pm on the Urrbrae House Lawnd\uthor: Lynette Zeitz, manager Urrbrae Hous

Monday 19" May  Vivente Concert "To be advised closer to the daté:30 for 6pm
Bookings enquiries: Vivente Music, calP96 6851; 0401 021 Oar emailviventemusic@yahoo.com.au

Sunday 28" May  Open Door Afternoon at Urrbrae House* 1 to 4 pmUrrbrae House will be open td
the public. House maps will be available and Urebirlouse staff and volunteers will be on hand tavans
questions. Enquiries to Lynette Zeitz: 8313 0425.

Sunday 8" June Film Event “Grace of Monaco” 3.00 for 3.45pm seatingn the historic (1941)
Capri theatre 141 Goodwood Rd, Goodwood. The sibfgrmer Hollywood star Grace Kelly’'s marriage an
life during a political dispute between Monaco’snee Rainier Ill and France’s Charles de Gaullghie
1960's. Directed by Olivier Dahan, screenplay bygkr Amel. Starring Nicole Kidman as Grace KellynTi
Roth as Prince Rainier. The historic Wurlitzer &rgyill be played at 3.45. This is a joint fundnagsevent
for the Urrbrae House Precinct: FOUH and FOWA. TH&LL BE A FABULOUS AFTERNOON SO
PLEASE ORGANIZE A GROUP BOOKING OF FAMILY & FRIENDS$15.00 per ticket. Tickets will be
available for purchase at FOUH events leading upitodate.

Booking enquiries to Bill Wallace PI8332 6495 email billwallace01@gmail.com

Monday 17" August  Colonial Tea DancePut this date in your diary! This very popular evinbeing
repeated this year; arrange to bring a group amd haeally fun afternoon. Please watch for théceatloser
to the date.

*Event provided by University Engagement

You can view this newsletter online at:
http://www.waite.adelaide.edu.au/urrbrachouse/fis¢n
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